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INTRODUCTION. 



The object of the Expedition, of which tlie 
foUowing pages contain a brief Narrative, is 
abready so generally well known, that it re* 
quires little to be said upon it in the way of 
preface. Before we sailed on the first Expedi- 
tion to the Polar Seas, great hopes were enter- 
tained, from the reports of several roasters of 
Greenland ships, and other persons, that 
some great change had taken place in the 
Arctic regions; in consequence of which 
they were expected to be found navigable to 
a greater extent than they had been for some 
centuries past. From what we saw, however, 
on that voyage, we had every reason to sup- 
pose that Nature is nearly as regular and uni- 
form in her operations there as in other parts 
of the globe ; for our Greenland masters, 
who had been in the habit of visiting these 
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Vlll INTRODUCTION. 

seas annually for nearly twenty years, declared 
that they observed no material difference in 
the state of the ice. 

Although the hopes thus raised were in 
some measure subverted by our first expedi- 
tion, yet other facts and circumstances, of a 
more substantial kind, were observed during 
that voyage, which tended to prove the ex- 
istence of a North- West Passage in a much 
clearer manner than the supposititious argu- 
ments that had been advanced in favour of it 
before ; for we have reason to believe, from 
what we saw, that the different wide openings 
on the north and west side of Baffin's Bay, 
which were before called Sounds, are exten- 
sive inlets, leading to another sea in these di- 
rections ; for the only one of these inlets into 
which we entered was that which Baffin called 
Lancaster's Sound ; and from what we ascer- 
tained of it, I believe that no doubt remained 
on the minds of most of those who were 
there, that it was a Strait, or Passage, and 
not a Sound. This is Ihe rational infer- 
ence, since we went upwards of eighty miles 
into it, and yet saw no appearance of land, or 
any thing else to obstruct our progress. 

Various other circumstances might be men- 
tioned that tended to make this spacious inlet 
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X INTBODUCTIOK. 

very good, and nothing was neglected to 
render them fit for the service on which they 
were to be employed. They were strength- 
ened in every way, as much as wood and iron 
could strengthen them, having, in the first 
place, the whole of their outside, fi*om the 
ked to some distance above the water-line, 
covered with an extra lining of oak-plank, 
firom three to four inches thick, and, within, 
a number of additional beams, and other 
timbers, put into their hold, in order that 
they might withstand the pressure of the ice^ 
in the event of their being caught betweai 
two floes of it. Their bows were also covered 
with strong plates of iron, to d^end them 
from receiving damage by strikii^ against 
the floating ice. They were likewise fitted 
up, inside, so as to make the accommodations 
of both officers and men as comfortable as 
the size of the vessels woidd admit. To guard, 
as much as possible, agdnst the rigour of the 
climate, we were also provided wifli standing 
bed-places, which were deemed to be wanner 
than cots, or hammocks ; and, in the event of 
our not efiecting the passage, we were pro- 
vided with planks, tarpaulins, and Kiissian- 
mats, for housing the $hips during the winter, 
so as to be able to take exercise on deck in 
bad weather. The men, as on the former 
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THE PROCEEDINGS OF HIS MAJESTTS SHIF 

HECLA. 



TuBBDAT^ Mta/^tki 1819.— -"Many mtansdng jMr^ 
ticulara connected with our expedition might be 
mentioned prior to the details of this day ; but as 
they cannot, strictly speaking, be considered as 
forming a part of the occurrences of the voyage, I 
shall begin my narrative only from the time that wb 
started from DeptfonL We have been ready for 
sailing for some da3rs past^ but during that tone the 
wind has been from Uie eastward, which prevented 
our departure^ In order therefore to avoid farther 
delay, steam vessek were applied for to tow us down 
yesterday : but, in consequence of the great denumd 
for these vessels for some time past, none could be 
procured until Uhs morning $ the delay occasioned 
was not, however, much r^retted^ as it afforded many 
an opportunity of passing another night amongst 
their friends whom they were on the point of leaving 
for some time. The eventful moment i£ departure 
at length arrived, for at a quarter before eight o'clock 
this morning, we cast off from His Majesty's hulk 
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S A VOYAGE OP DISCOVERY 

Dedaingneuse, and were immediately taken in tow 
by the Eclipse steam-boat, which, notwithstanding 
the wind, and, for some part of the time, the tide were 
against us, managed to take us down to Northfleet, 
a distance, I believe, of eighteen miles, in less than 
five hours ; for we made fast to one of the buoys at 
the above place at half past twelve o'clock. 

The appearance of the country along the banks of 
the river, as we went down, was at this time ex- 
tremely beautiful, particularly on the right side, 
where the villas, &c. that adorn that bank were seen 
to the greatest advantage, surrounded with groves of 
fruit and other trees, all in blossom, and the mea- 
dows which lay between them and the river abound- 
ing with* the most luxuriant vegetation, on which 
were feeding numerous flocks, and herds of sheep 
and black cattle. In fact, nature and art seemed as 
if they had combined their efforts, in order to give us 
a beautiful specimen of .the scenery of our native 
isle, that we might contrast it with^the dreary pro- 
spects that we soon expected to see in the frozen 
regions we were about to visit; the comparison 
might, indeed, at this time be made by most of us, 
as the greatest part had already seen the snow-clad 
mountains of the frigid zone. 

As there was only one. steam-boat procured, that 
which brought us down returned immediately (we 
mad» fast) for the Griper, and arrived with her a 
little before eleven o'clock at night. 

I cannot omit mentioning, in this place, a certaiu 
coincidence that has occurred with respect to the 
day of the month that the expeditions on discovery 
sailed last year, and this ; for it was on the 4th of 
April we sailed from Deptford last year, and although 
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TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. S 

^ month later this year, it appears somewhat remark* 
able, that, without any preconc^ted plan, it should 
happen to be the same day of the month on which 
we commence the second voyage* 

Thursday^ 6th. — We received (from Woolwich) 
all our ordnance-stores to-day, except the powder^ 
which is expected down to-morrow. 

To guard as much as possible against the magnetic 
influence of iron upon the compasses^ a pair of brass 
guns (six pounders) have been sent for the quarter 
deck. After the guns and other stores were placed 
in the respective places where it is intended they are 
to remain, an experiment was performed for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the effect of local attraction on 
the compasses ; or, to use the term that has been 
lately adopted, to determine the deviation of the 
compass, or magnetic needle, with the ship's head 
brought to the different points of the compass. As 
the result of this, experiment may be better under- 
stood by a diagram of the operation than by words 
only, I have drawn a sketch of the whole process 
(see Appendix), which exhibits at one view the 
amount of deviation with the ship's head on every 
point of the compass except west, W. by S,, and 
W. S. W., the tide being so strong that the ship's 
head could not be kept steady on these points. 

Friday f Ttfu — We received our powder this morn- 
ing, and at two o'clock in the afternoon we cast off 
and made sail, but the wind being against us, we 
got no farther than that part of the river called the 
Lower Hope, where we anchored between four. and 
five in the afternoon. 

We Were agreeably surprised to-day to find that 
the Griper behaved so well under canvass ; for the 

B S 
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4 A Voyage op discovery 

geileral opinion was, from the trial made With hev 
some time ago at Deptford, that she would be very 
(rank. The breeze we had to-day was not indeed 
sufficiently strong to enable us to judge with certainty 
of Iter qualities as a sea-boat j I shall therefore avoid 
fiayinig any thing more respecting her for the pre- 
sent, as we shall have many opportunities hereafter 
of judging of her under circumstances that will enable 
us to speak with certainty of her good or bad qua- 
lities. All that can be said at present is, that she an- 
Swers beyond expectation, inasmuch that all those 
who had any doubts respecting her, and saw her 
under weigh to-day, are already perfectly satisfied of 
her safety as far as her construction is concerned in 
rendering hef sea-worthy. 

With respect to the Hecla, she appears to answer 
every expectation, in being one of the fittest vessels 
that could possibly be chosen for the service we are 
going upon, for she is easily worked, is very capa- 
cious for a vessel of her tonnage, and is remarkably 
strong, a quality of the first importance in the re- 
gions we are bound to explore. ' . 

As to the sailing qualities of either vessel, very 
little can as yet be said j it would be preposterous, 
however, to suppose that ships bound up with wood 
and iron, in the way in which they are, can be fast 
sailers ; and even if they were, it would be only a 
quality of secondary consideration : for our business 
is not to run, and have only a bird's-eye view of the 
places We pass, but to examine with patience and 
perseverance ; " for who knows what there is, where 
man has never been ?" 

Saturday y 8th. -*• We got under weigh early this 
morning, and worked down as far as Sea-Reach, 
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TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 5 

where we anchored about seven o'clock, A. M., being 
unable to proceed any farther, on account of the flood- 
tide beginning to flow. We weighed again about 
Boon, and worked down to the Nore, where we an- 
^ored between four and five o'clock in the afternoon* 

Immediately we anchored, the Bee Tender came 
alongside with the chronometers, and the different 
nautical, astronomical, and meteorological instru* 
ments, &c. supplied for the expedition. With r^ard 
to the number and variety of these instruments, we 
are, as may be seen from the list in the Appendix, as 
amply supplied as any expedition that ever left this, 
or, perhaps, any other country before. Besides the 
instruments provided by government, most of the 
officers have some of their own, so that idtpgether 
it may be presumed we are, as I have just said, as 
well furnished with the means of fulfilling all the 
nautical and other scientific objects of the expedition 
as any of the illustrious navigators who have been 
employed on similar pursuits before us. 

Mondajf^ 10th* -^- The ship's companies were paid 
this afternoon the wages due to them since they 
joined the ships, together with three months' ad- 
vance, in order to enable them to purchase clothing, 
and such other articles as they might deem necessary 
for the voyage j and in case any of them, from care- 
lessness, or due consideration of the climate they 
are going to, should neglect to provide themselves 
with the articles of clothing most necessary for thcdr 
own comforts, a list was made of those things that 
were deemed indispensably necessary, with which 
every man was ordered to ftimish himself. 

In the evening, a lighter came alongside with four 
bullocks, some casks of beer, and as much fresh water 

B S 
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6 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

as completed our stock of that necessary article for 
some months, so that we are now perfectly ready to 
take our departure. 

Tuesden/, 11/A. — The anxious moment of the ac- 
tual commencement of our voyage has at length 
arrived j for, at ten o'clock this forenoon we weighed 
and made sail with a fine breeze from the westward, 
which enabled us, before dark, to get clear of that 
intricate passage the Swir, and the different shoals 
with which this part of the coast abounds. 

We commenced our meteorological register to-day 
at noon, the temperature of the air in the shade was 
at that time 62** ; that of sea-water at the surface 57% 
and the height of the barometer 30.19 inches. The 
specific gravity of the sea-water is intended to be 
taken also every day at noon ; but it would be use- 
less to take it to-day, as it would undoubtedly be 
affected by the fresh water from the Thames, and 
the numerous smaller streams that discharge their 
contents into the sea about this place. The temper* 
ature of the air and water, as above stated, is to be 
taken every two hours,. both day and night, and the 
height of the barometer four times a day ; viz. at six 
o'clock in the morning, noon, six in the afternoon, 
und midnight The direction of the wind, and state 
of the weather, is also to be noted at the time of 
registering the above observations, together with any 
other phenomena connected with meteorology th^t 
may occur. 

Wednesdajff 12/A. — We have been enaUed within 
these two days to judge of the comparative merits, 
in point of sailing, of the two ships (before the 
wind), with a degree of certainty that puts the 
matter completely beyond doubt \ the disparity, in- 
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deed, is so considerable^ that it was 4^^^^^ ne- 
cessary to take the Gripej: ia tow this mocniiig. We 
were obliged to anchor this evening abieast of Win- 
terton Lights, owing to the wind getting so ligte 
that it was impossible to stem the flood-tide. 

Thursday, ISik. — We wdghed again last night, 
and worked to the northward .until seven o'clock this 
morning, when we were again forced to bring tow 
until the tide came in our £ivour, which took place 
about one o'clock. We dropped anchor ^ain in the 
evening, to preserve the ground we had gained in 
the course of the afternoon. We had amsidefable 
satisfaction to find, to-day, that the Griper answen 
remarkably well upon a wind^ a very eaaentiai qoaUty 
indeed in some situations we may haf^n to be placed 
in. 

^Friday, 14ftk. — We got under weigh again tins 
morning, and were making the best of our way to 
the northward until a quarter belbce five &eLxk^ 
when we were all on a sudden a little startied by the 
ship striking on the east end of Sheeritigham SboaL 
The shock, or rather the shodo, for she touched 
three times, brought aimost every perun on deck 
in a few minutes ; but befixe most ai us got theref 
aU was right again. I su^ect, indeed^ that had it 
not been for the rough sea that was r unning , whidi 
caused the ship to pitch considerably^ that she would 
have gone over it without touching ; bnt, fintunatdy^ 
even as it was, there was no damage done* 

Thyrsday, 14/A.— The wind being still against ub^ 
it would again be necessary to anchor when the eUi 
tide was done ; but from the freshnaw of the breeze^ 
the sea got up so much that this could net be done 
on an open coast such as we w«e oii# without run* 

B 4 
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S A VOYAGE OF WSCOVERT 

ning the risk of loosing an anchor and cable. In 
consideration of these circumstances it was deemed 
Ae most proper measure to put back to Yarmouth 
Roadsj, which was the nearest port, and there to re- 
main until we should be ikvoured with wind that 
would enaUe us to resume our voyage with some 
projspect of success* Our stay here was agreeably to 
our wishes of very shert duration, for we <Hily arrived 
there at half past one o^clock, and, about midnight, 
we were again under weigh. During the time we 
lay in the Roac^, we were virited by Captain Wells 
and some of ^e officers of His Majesty's ship Wye, 
which lay at anchor here. 

Saturddj/^ 16th. ^^ We have beeri employed alt day 
working to the pprthward, and in the evening it fell 
calm, so that we yrere as usual obliged to anchor, to 
prevent pur being carried by the tide amongst the 
sands that lay off this pai^ of tiie coast 

Sunday J l6/A.-»Wegot under weigh again early this 
morning, and made aH sail, the wind having at length 
sprung up right in our favour ; this being the Griper^s 
worst point of sailing, she was again taken in tow. 
In the course of the forenoon, divine service was per- 
formed, which almost the whole of the officers and 
ship's company were able to attend, the weather 
being so fine that their service was not required on 
deck. During the day, we passed several flocks of that 
species of diver called by Linnssus Colymbus Traile, 
and commonly known to seamen, by the nam^ of Loon, 
or Willock. These birds must be very widely scat* 
tered over the northern seas, j for we found them last 
year in great numbers in Davis's Straits, and Baffin's 
Bay, and occasionally in different parts of the At- 
lantic during our passage across it. 
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Monday, IJilu — We discfaaii^ our pilot tkif 
morning into the Swallow levenoe cotter. He wm 
charged with a conaderd^ numher of Ictttn fioot 
the officers and men, this beiiig, in di |wnhihaiijf>tiie 
la^t opportunity that we shdl hwwe €or womut tiflM of 
sending letters to our firienda. Li Ike oome of die 
day, we saw sev«al of the diven called m Ike 
naean arrangement Aka Arctiea^ 
minated by seamen Fkiffin. 

Tuesday, 18A.-^Nodi]flS( 
of remark, the weather ooodBoei voy i 
wind stiU in oor £nroiir; 
noon we had a dtMaat view of 
several other moontaiiis in 
as it were rearing their lofiy 
ocean. 






Wednesday, 19A. — A liflubr appearaflaee wm^n^ 

sented to-day by Fair Uand, on bdng first seou It 
is^not indeed of any great bdgfat, but it k a £Kt wdl 
known in optics, that, unleas a yaum has mm^\y{im 
of a correct idea cSidae Sttaace of m ot^ec^ he wiU 
fancy it great or small, aixxirdtu^ ai^ be estiaaattt ka 
distance. I do not mean to in^y by Hm, however, 
that we were ignorant of the distance Fair Uand wm 
from us ; but merely, that, if we could mffom it to 
be as &r fixMn ns as the hills in Banff were wfaett 
seen yesterday, we should neceaaarily imagtoe it to 
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be of considerable height. We continued to approach 
it until four o'clock in the afternoon, at which time 
it fell calm, the island at that time bearing north- 
east of us, and distant about five leagues. In order 
to profit aa much as possible by the delay caused by 
the weather, the ship's company turned to, to fish, at 
which they were pretty successful, for a considerQ^ble 
number of cod and coal-fish were caught in course 
of the afternoon. 

On the back and sides of the cod, at least such of 
them as I examined, I observed several small insects 
of two different species, one of the shape of a tad- 
pole with a forked tail, and the other not unlike a 
small shrimp. During the day, we saw several solan 
geese (Anas Basscams^ Lin.), Mallemuckes or Fulmar 
Feterel (JProcellaria GlacialiSf Lin.), and a bird some- 
what resembling a Rail, which kept at such a dis- 
tance that we were not able to make out with any 
.certainty what species it was* 

Thursday f 20th. — Our progress was retarded again 
to-day by calm weather, which continued until six 
o'clock in the afternoon, when we were again favoured 
with a fine breeze from the north-east (comp.), which 
enabled us, in the course of the evening, to get round 
the north end of the Orkneys, some of which were 
in sight the whole day. We had a very distinct view 
(rftwo oy three of them, particularly Ronaldsha, and 
Sandi, on the latter of which there is a light-houset 
The appearance of these islands were well calculated 
to prepare our minds to view the regions we are 
about to visit, with some degree of tolerance ; for if, 
instead of comparing them to the fertile banks of the 
Thames, we compare them to the^e ble^ islawds^ 
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ibe contrast would not differ much wider thiui if our 
landscape views to-day were compared to tboae de» 
scribed on the fourth instant* 

Such of the Orkney islands as we had an <^ 
portunity of seeing, might, in g^ieral, be die- 
scribed as hilly, but oeith^ high nor rugged, and 
declining gradually, although not with an even 
surface, from their middle towards the sea, where 
they in some places terminate in abrupt predpioes* 
The summer did not appear to have hardly com- 
menced here yet; the ground was indeed dear of 
snow, but vegetation had made but very littk pro- 
gress ; for the sides of the hills appeared ia the re* 
plains of their last year's gaib, viz* witliered giaas^ 
and such hardy herbs as the rigour of the winter had 
not been able to destroy* We spoke this fbreoooo a 
Danish brig from Copenhag^i bound to Diseo ; we 
asked her namcy and several other qoestioaB, but 
owing to the distance she was oS, tbetr answers woe 
but very indistinctly heard* She k^ in 
or rather in sight, the whole daj, bat kept < 
to the northward more than we did, ap tknt^ in the 
evening, she was a considerable distance fieat mu 
We saw several Kittiwakes iZants Tridaetghts^ liau) 
to-day, for the first time this voyage 




Friday^ Qlst. — Nothing oeenned to^daj werfjif 
of remade ; in the fiifienoon we kit ng^ of tiie 
northernmost of the Orlm^iilandi, and in tlie eien^ 
ing we descried the islands of JBam^ and Bms, 
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12 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERT 

which are usually reckoned the northernmost land in 
Europe* It was dusk before we approached near 
enough to be able to have any thing of a good view 
of them. 

Saturday^ ^d. — The breeze happened however to 
be so light during the night, that we only passed 
them between seven and eight o'clock this morning, 
and at such a distance (four or five miles), that we 
could see them very plainly. Rona appeared to be 
considerably larger than the other, and is, I under- 
stand, inhabited : their distance apart was estimated 
to be about eight miles. Their appearance in every 
respect was similar to the Orkney islands, to which 
groupe indeed they may be considered to belong, 
although at a considerable distance from it. 

Whilst in the neighbourhood of these islands, we 
saw a great many sea-fowls, particularly of the Peterel 
tribe, (viz. Fulmar), and Kittiwake gull. These 
islands, like St. Kilda, and other solitary rocks in this 
part of the world, are particularly well calculated for 
being the resort of sea-fowls ; because, in the first 
place, they have around them a wide expanse of that 
element from which they derive their food ; and, in 
the second place, the inaccessible precipices which 
here and there overhang the sea, afford them asylums 
to build their nests in, which the daring inhabitants, 
with all their intrepidity, caimot always molest. 

We threw a quart bottle overboard this afternoon, 
containing half a sheet of foolscap paper, on which was 
printed, in six different languages, a request that the 
person who should happen to pick it up, should send 
it to the Secretary of the Admiralty, or the Minister 
of Marine, of the country to which the person be- 
longed, with a note of the time and place where it 
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was found. Besides the request, the lat. and long, 
of the ship at the time, and the temperature of the 
air, and sea^water, the force and direction of the 
wind, and the state of the weather, were also inserted 
on it. As the whole may be better understood by 
giving a copy of the paper itself, I shall insert in the 
Appendix all that it contained* It is intended to 
^hrow one of these papers overboard every day in 
order to increase the probability of some of Uiem 
being picked up. . 

The object of them is to affi>rd data for detecting 
the force and direction of currents in these seas. 
By knowing the time and place where they were 
thrown into the sea, and the place and time, where, 
and when they were found, it is very clear that iJiis 
object may, in a great measure, be determined, for 
the elapsed time will give the force, and the relative 
situation the direction of the current ; that is, if the 
bottle is. found immediately, it is driven on shore, or 
out of the influence of the current. 

Some of the bottles that we direw overboard last 
year for the same purpose, tended very materially to 
throw some light on this subject. Already one of 
them was received at the Admiralty some time before 
we sailed ; it was picked up in Killala Bay, in Ire- 
land, about the latter end of Marcby and it appeared 
by the date upon it, an«i^the geographical situation 
(rf* the ship at the time it was dispatched, that it 
floated about one thousand and eighty miles in the 
course of ten months, which is upward of three miles 
a day during the whole time. 

There was another of our bottles picked up by a 
Danish yessel some time before we left England, but 
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I have not b^ard the particulars respecting the time; 
and place where it was found. 

It is almost unnecessary to add, that the mouth of 
the bottle is first secured by a tight cork, which is 
covered with sealing wax, having the ship's name 
impressed on it, and over that a piece of white cot* 
ton, with a view of making it more conspicuous, and 
thereby render it more likely to attract notice. 

Sunday f 23rf. — Divine service was performed this 
forenoon, at which were present almost the whole of 
the officers and ship's company, the weather being so 
fine that very few hands were required on deck. 

Monday f 24fth. — We had a distant view to-day of 
that remarkable insulated rock, called Rockal ; it 
looked at the distance we were from it (viz. between 
four and five leagues) exactly like a ship under sail : 
it was reported indeed by the person who first saw it 
to be a strange vessel. Its resemblance not only in 
form, but also its colour, tended to make the decep- 
tion more complete, for it appeared to be perfectly 
white, a hue most probably produced by the excre- 
ment of birds. Our distance from it indeed was too 
great to enable us to speak with certainty on this 
head ; but, from the number of birds we saw in its 
neighbourhood, and its insular situation, we may 
fairly conclude that it is well inhabited by the 
feathered race, for here they are perfectly secure 
from the attacks of their greatest enemy, man. 

If we estimated our distance from it at all correctly, 
its situation, as determined by His Majesty's ship 
Endymion, is very accurately laid down, at least inas- 
much as it agrees with the mean of the results of the 
sights tatken for our chroiiometers. • In the course 

* Lat. 57° 39' 30'' N. and longitude 13° 30' W. 
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of the sftemoQB, wliefi at lesK fortj milei firom this 
rockf we found noimrfings m one hundred and liti j 
fathoms water ; so that it mar be regarded as the 
summit of a very extenstre submarine mountain^ 
whose sides» at least the western ooe» declined very 
gradually. 

Tk$ir9dq^9 itjUu -» Nothing has occurred for these 
two days past worthy of remark* the weather has 
been, generally speaking, very fine ; the temperature 
of the air being most commonly at 50^^ and of the 
sea M the surface about a d^ree less. This after- 
noon the weather being almost perfectly calm, we 
availed ourselves of the opportunity of trying for 
soundings, on the supposed sunken land of lluss, 
according to its situation by Lieutenant Pickersgill ; 
who, on his passage to Davis's Straits in the year 
1776, struck soundings with a line of three hundred 
and twenty fathoms in the very place ^ where M'e 
happened to get becalmed this aiiemoon, but, strange 
to say, although we had one thousand one liundred 
and twenty fiithcmis of line out, we found no bottom. 
It ought not to be inferred from this, however, that 
the bank on which that .officer sounded docs not 
exist, for it is more reasonable to suppose that be 
might be mistaken in his longitude of the places, than 
that the existence of the bank itself should be ques» 
tioned, more especially as some of our latest chsifs 
(by Steel) lay the sunken land of Buss down several 
degrees to che westward of where we srHiiMk-d Uh 
day. I shall therefore forbear iej iiig m%%y filing lUfiri 
concerning this lost land at prctiiiitt as we iliall nniil 

♦ The latitude and longitude of thr yAut ^h*^* \'-'^f^ 
struck soundings are 57^ N. and 24^ ^ W. irlficli ,. 
sitiiatioD this afternoon at the time we iimnili'4 
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probably, in a short timet have an opportunity of de^ 
tertnining whether it exists where it is laid down on 
the charts. 

In the mean time, however, it may not be amiss to 
say a few words respecting the authorities on which 
the former existence of the land in question rests. 
The first account we have of it, is derived from frag- 
ments of journals, and letters written by Nicolo, and 
Antonio Zeno, two Venetian navigators, who were 
employed about the latter end of the fourteenth cen- 
tury by a Scandinavian prince, named Zichmni, in 
making discoveries in the north seas. And among 
other places discovered by these navigators, is men- 
tioned a large island which obtained the name of 
Friesland, situated to the southward of Iceland ; but 
the whole account of this, as well as of most of the 
other lands that they explored, is so confused and 
imperfect, that it is impossible to know the situation 
of the places they speak of; and some writers have 
gone so far even as to consider their voyages a ro- 
mance altogether, which I think is rather too harsh 
H conclusion, for although the imperfect state in 
which the accounts of their discoveries have been 
handed down to us, render them of no real utility, 
we ought not, without some good reasons, to regard 
them as fabulous. 

From the time of the Zenos, two centuries had 
nearly elapsed before any thing more was heard of 
their Friesland, when its existence was again revived 
by one of the ship's belonging to Martin Frobisher's 
fleet (on his third voyage), having, on her return home 
in the year 1578, fallen in with a large island covered 
with woodf in latitude 57®, 30' N., along which she 
nailed for three days. The vessel's name was the 
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Busse, of Bridgewater, from which the Uland ob- 
tained the name of Buss. This then, I believe* is 
the last account we have of this mysterious island, 
ivhose supposed ruins we have this afternoon been 
trying to find. 

A¥hilst sounding to-day, we availed ourselves of 
the opportunity thereby afibrded, of ascertaining the 
temperature of the sea, at as great a depth as it had 
perhaps ever been obtained before. A self-r^^ 
tering thermometer was tied to the sounding line at 
the distance of ten fathoms from the lead, or rather 
the clamm* ; for it was the instrument used on this 
occasion. Allowing, then, that there were one hun- 
dred fathoms of stray-line or inclination from the per- 
pendicular, which I think is the utmost that could 
be, the thermometer must have gone upwards of one 
thousand fathoms below the surface. The temper- 
ature indicated by it at this depth was 45^% the tem- 
perature of the water at the surface at the same time 
being 48^% and the air 49^"^. 

Friday^ ^th. — We found to-day the temperature 
of water brought from the depth of one hundred 
and thirty fathoms by Dr. Marcett's Water Bottle t 
to be 48^% both the air and sea at the surface 
being at the time 49''« 

Monday^ Slsi. — We tried yesterday and to-day t 

* This instniment U inteiuied to brin|f up m gftmtf ^unniiry *tt 
soundings (that Is, of the mudj i^c. a! ihr bottoiii) tlwi tJiv 
arming of the lead was capabk td bnn^i^ tip. 

t The use of this machine is to bring walcr Ap Itmi 1 
or indeed from any other depdi thai a ptftaoo msf 1 
the shot or weight that shitU tht* bottJe m tiol k*f j|n la 
the bottom, or at the depth that tlx* wsicr as tii he hrr 

% Our UtJtude j^sterday at luwtt wm 57* %0 S* k 
^9° 09^ W., and to^aj latitude m IWn.m^ lonjritiMfti < 
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18 A VOYAGE OF DISCO 

for soundings, v^th one hundred and sixty fathoms 
of line, but found no bottom. The object for sound- 
ing, on this occasion, was to ascertain whether a bank 
exists in the place where the sunken land of Buss 
is laid down on Steel's chart ; but our researches 
here, as on Pickersgill's. bank, have been in vain ; 
so that I think the existence of any remains of Buss's 
Land (if it ever had any) may now be very justly 
questioned. At all events, hydrographers may, with 
perfect safety, henceforth expunge from their charts 
all traces of it in either of the places hitherto as- 
signed to it ; or, in other words, in those two situ- 
ations where we were induced to look for it. 

Tuesday^ June 1st. — Notwithstanding the season 
is advancing, the weather has been for these two days 
past colder and more disagreeable than we have had 
it since we left England ; the cold indeed has not 
been suflScient to put us to any inconvenience, but 
the weather being for the most part of the time 
foggy and rainy, rendered it somewhat uncomfort- 
able. 

Several snow-buntings (Emberiza Nivalis^ Lin.) 
were observed in the course of the day flying about 
the ship, we supposed from the direction of the wind 
(about N. W. true) that they have been blown off 
the coast of Greenland, from which we were distant 
at noon three hundred and seventy-six miles. 

Several Arctic gulls (Lanes Parasiticus^ Lin.) 
were seen to-day for the first time. This bird is 
commonly called by our Greenland seamen the boat- 
swain, arid sometimes dirty Allen, a name somewhat 
analogous to that by which it is characterized by the 
Danes, viz. Stroudt-jager, or dung-bird. All these 
names have had their origin from a mistaken notion 
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that these birds lived on tlie excrement of the lesser 
IjuUs, whichy on being pursued, either from fear, or 
to relieve themselves from the prosecution of fierce 
enemies, voided something to satiate the voracious 
appetites of their pursuers, and by that means escape 
from further molestation at that time. The fallacy of 
this opinion is now, however, pretty generally known. 
That the Arctic gulls do pursue those of their own 
^enus which they can master (particularly the kitti- 
wakes) is an incontestable fact j but the object of 
t heir pursuit is not the excrement but the prey that 
the pursueil is at that time possessed of, and which 
at length they are foried to drop, to secure their 
own safety ; which they effect during the time that 
their enemy is employed picking it up, although that 
is done in a very short period, for they manage the 
business with such dexterity, that the object dropped 
is caught before it reaches the water. 

GuUs are not the only birds that disburden them- 
selves of tlieir prey when pursued, for I have oAen 
observed last summer that the fulmar petercl or mal- 
lemucke, when approached whilst feeding, (which I 
have seen them always do sitting on the water,) not 
only abandon their food, but even disgorge what 
they had swallowed before they would, or, as I ima- 
gined, could, take their flight. Several of them that 
we caught alive at different times, exhibited other 
proofs of the facility or power wliich they pusscss of 
unloading themselves of the contents of their sto- 
machs ; for whenever a person apiiroaclied them : 
denly, they ejected a spout of oil ft am their nmi 
This is considered by naturalists (which I ' ^ 
doubt is the case) a means nf defence I 
birds. 

c '2 
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A bird resembling a snipe was also seen to-day^^ 
but we had such an imperfect view of him that it 
was impossible to determine what species he be- 
longed to. 

Wednesday^ Qd. — The weather has been ra- 
ther boisterous the whole of this day ; in the after- 
noon in particular it blew a strong gale of wind, 
which soon rose a heavy i^a ; and, if we are to put 
any confidence in an augury, which seamen always 
regard as a sure indication of bad weather, we may 
anticipate a heavy gale very soon. The augury I 
allude to is the appearance this afternoon of a flock 
of Mother Carey's Chickens, or Stormy Peterels, 
(Frocellaria Pelagicuy Lin.) under the ship's stern. 
These birds have always been considered by sailors 
as the harbingers of storms j and if the reports on 
record concerning them be true, they certainly de- 
serve the mariner's notice. Although not the bearers 
of welcome intelligence, yet they warn him of the 
approaching storm, it is said, sometimes even six 
hours before it happens. Their appearing so long as 
this before the coming on of bad weather, may be 
regarded in some mesJsure as a proof of their pos- 
sessing some instinct, whereby they know the change 
that is about to ensue ; unless we admit (which I 
think is not improbable), that their coming to ships 
is a matter of mere chance, whilst flying from the 
rage of the tempest that prevails, but at such a dis- 
tance that it requires hours to reach the vessels. As 
far, however, as my own observation goes, I cannot 
bring to my recollection any instance where they 
were seen before a gale commenced, or at least be- 
fore such apparent indications of it were seen, as 
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rendered their appemrance uMwccwtn to 
what might be expected to fblkm. The rvasoii of 
their keeping in the vicinity of ships in tempestuoitt 
weather, -j^ very cleariy, to get shehered froni the 
rage of the elements ; this indeed was seen \>?Ty e\ i- 
dently from the manner in which they acted this af- 
ternoon, for they always took shelter under the ship's 
lee-quarter, which position they kept with the ut- 
most perseverance, for they never allowed the ship to 
go above thirty yards from them before they got up» 
and came skimming along the sur&ce to the same 
place (relatively^ that they occupied before* 

We saw also during the day, several flocks of an- 
other species of Peterd, that had not been seen before 
this voyage, called the Shearwater, (^Proctllaria I^- 
Jinus^ Lin.) These birds are supposed* from their cry, 
to be the birds of Diomede, so famous in antiquity 
from an affecting fable. Linnaeus, however, sup- 
posed that the Albatross is the bird of Diomede, and 
has, on that account, named it Diomeda. 

Thursday f Sd. — Nothing particular occurred to- 
day, except that, in the course of the afternoon the 
gale moderated, and before the evening the sea 
subsided very considerably. I remarked that the 
stormy peterels mentioned yesterday, kept in our 
vicinity until the violence of the gale was over* 

Friday^ 4th. — This being the anniversary of fnif 
venerable Sovereign's birth-day, his health wa% drank 
in our little conomunity with as much rt^piicif and 
dieerfrdness, I may venture to say, as at any ImIiIk 
in his extensive dominions; and in imU'f timt Urn 
men as well as the oficers might t>« MifUf U9 uttMffukM 
the day by an extra bumper, i\w nmm^nns^ w«m 
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spliced *, and a signal was made to the Griper to do 
the same ; and to finish the festivity of the day, they 
enjoyed themselves in the evening with the healthy 
and mirthful amusement of dancing, the weather 
being at the time both mild and calm, tended very 
materially to the comfort and conviviality of all on 
the occasion. 

We tried in the afternoon for soundings, with a 
line of two hundred and fifty fathoms : (no bottom.) 
At this depth we found, contrary to what h^s beeii 
usually observed, that the temperature of the water 
was greater than at the surface by a quarter Jf a de- 
gree, the latter being 44^°, and the former, by the 
self-registering thermometer, 44^-°, the temperattire 
of the air at the time being 43°. This leads me to 
mention a singular, and to me rather an unaccount- 
able difference in this respect, that occurred to the 
two expeditions employed last year in the Arctic re- 
gions, which is, that we found the temperature' of the 
sea at every depth, and oh every occasion Svhere it 
was tried, to be less than that of the surface at the 
time ; and tlie expedition to Spitzbergen found it 
always the reverse; that is to say, the temperature 
at the surface always less than at the bottom, or at, 
any considerable depth where it was tried. 

Can this difference be owing to the greater thick- 
ness of the ice at Spitzbergen, which throughout 
the whole summer prevents the solar rays from 
warming but a very small portion of the surface of 
the sea ; whilst, on the contrary, the greatest part 6f 

* This nautical phrase signifies any extra allowance of spirits 
that is given to seamen, in consideration of arduous duties that 
they have occasionally to perform during bad weather, &c. 
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the suifiure of the wmter in Davis's Straits, and Bat- 
fin's Bay, is exposed to the influence of the sun for 
the most part of the summer ? 

Saturday^ Sih. — Several whales of the species call- 
ed Finners (Balama PhfuUu8\ were seen last evening 
and this morning. These fish derive thename of finner, 
from a fin on their back, which is often seen when no 
other part of their body is above the surface of the water. 
Some of them are as long as the ordinary-sized Green- 
land or black whale, that is, from fifty to sixty feet^ 
but never so bulky as that fish. They are much more 
active, and consequently more difficult to kill than 
the common whale ; for that reason, and their affi>rd- 
ing but little (h1, they are seldom molested by the 
fishermen ; the Esquimaux, however, are said to hold 
their flesh in higher estimation than that of the black 
whale, but, from the danger and difficulty that they 
would have to encounter in killing them, it may be 
presumed that their palates are but seldom gratified 
with a dish of this fish. We observed that flocks of 
Peterels, both of the Shearwater and Fulmar species, 
kept hovering over the places where these fish came 
up to 1)low, no doubt with a view of picking up some- 
thing in the way of food. Several other of the well- 
known inhabitants of these northern regions, were 
seen in the course of the day, for the first time this 
voyage ; such as Terns, or Greenland swallows 
QStemo Hinmdo, Lin.), Porpoises (bete Phocema^ Lin.), 
and the species of M<Jlusca, called the C7io Bortalh^ 
and, by the Greenland-fishermen, Whale's food. Stime 
Solan geese and seals were also seen to-day, which 
rather surprised us, for we were at noon four hundred 
and nine miles from Cs^e Farewell *, a distance fi ojtt 

c 4 
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land much greater than either are usually accustomed 
to be met with. 

Sunday^ 13th. — Nothing has occurred for this week 
past worthy of being mentioned, unless the changes 
in the state of the weather were recorded in the order 
which happened, and even these were so uninterest- 
ing that it would be too tedious a task to notice them ; 
let it suffice, that it has been sometimes fine weather, 
at other times the reverse, occasionally blowing fresh, 
and at other times light breezes, but what annoyed 
us most was, that during the greatest part, indeed I 
may say the whole of this period, the wind has been 
directly against us. We had slant of wind in our fa- 
vour this forenoon, but it soon veered round again to 
the northward and westward. The weather beingfavour- 
able this afternoon for making observations, azimuths 
were taken with the ship's head on different points of 
the compass, with a view of ascertaining the deviation 
of the needle fiom the magnetic meridian. From the 
result of these observations we find, that the devia- 
tion has, as might naturally be expected, increased 
very considerably since we left England ; but its in- 
crease appears to have been very regular, for north 
and south are still found to be the points of change : 
and the greatest deviation is found to take place 
when the ship's head is to the westward, which is 
very easily explained, for the local attraction of the 
iron in the ship, and the directive power of the earth, 
are then in some measure co-operating, or perhaps it 
might be more proper to say,- that the latter has less 
power to counteract the influence of the former, 
wh6n the ship's head is in that direction. 

* Our latitude at noon being SB"" 03' N. and long. 36** OC W. 
by chronometer. 
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Mondaji^ 14/A. — Wepasaed a consadenble quantity 
of sea-weed to-day, some of which was picked up, 
and found to be the common kind of seapwiack (fWitf 
vesiculasus) so abundant on our own coasts ; we passed 
also in the afternoon a piece of pine-wood about six 
feet long, which appeared to have been for a consi- 
derable time in the water. 

Tuesday^ 15tk. — We were favoured this forenoon 
with a fine breeze from the southward and eastward^ 
and, in order to take advantage of it as much as 
pos^le, the Griper was taken in tow. About noon 
we saw land at a very great distance, bearing N. E. 
by E. by compass, or about north true : Cape Fare* 
well being the nearest land to us in this directioo, 
there could be no doubt of this being it. If we take 
then the situation in which that Cape is laid down in 
the Requisite Tables, which I think is one of the best 
authorities we can refer to, and compare it with our 
situation to-day at noon, it will appear that the hind 
seen to-day must have been one hundred and thirty- 
three miles from us, even of difference of latitude 
alone ; for according to these Tables (third edition) 
Cape Farewell is in lat. 59"* 58' N. and longitude 
42^ 42" W., and we were at noon by account in lat. 
57'' 25' 44'' N. • and longitude by mean of the 
chronometer 42'' 43' 42" W. As an additional 
proof that the land seen to-day must have been very 
distant, we crossed the meridian we were on at 
noon to-day, on our way home last year, in latitude 
58'' 50' N., and saw no land at that time to the 
northward of us. 

* It may be presumed that althou^ our latitude to-day ia onJy 
by account it camioi be much out, for we were by wM^jan alti- 
tude (of the 8Uo) yesterday, in latitude 57^ 36' 45* N. 
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Thursday^ 17 th. — We found to-day that there is a 
considerable current settling to the southward here, 
for the latitude observed*, and that by account 
differed, since yesterday, eight miles, which will of 
course be the daily rate of the current. 

Friday^ ISth. — We made the ice, for the first 
time, at an early hour this morning; it was in the 
form which they called " loose streams," that is, a 
collection of broken pieces of ice so detached from 
one another that a ship may sail through them. In 
the course of the day, several icebergs were seen, 
som^ of them of a size sufficiently large to attract 
the attention of those who had never seen any thing 
of the kind before ; but as most of us had seen last 
year those stupendous masses that were met with in 
Baffin's Bay, and the upper part of the Straits, those 
seen to-day were ill calculated to attract much 
notice. I understand that the fishermen consider it 
as a sign of a good season to meet the ice in the 
early part of the year well to the southward, for in 
that case they reckon that it must have broke up to 
the northward early in the spring. I do not perceive 
however that any inference can be drawn from our 
having met with it in so low a 'latitude t, for the 
season is now so far advanced, that it has had suf- 
ficient time to drift this far without any necessity for 
an early breakitig up : for my own part, indeed, I 
think that the " Fiords," or inlets about Cape Deso- 
lation and its neighbourhood, are quite sufficient to 
produce all the ice that is usually met with ofi^ Cape 

* The latitude by meridian altitude to day was 58** 29^ 5&' N. 
and by account 58** 58' 55" N., and that observed yesterday was 
58** 12' 4-3" N. and by the dead reckoning 58° 3S' 56'' N. 

f Our latitude to day at noon was 59® 9%' ^V N. 

13 
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Farewell, and the mouth of the Strait oo the Green- 
land side. 

We no sooner fell in with the ice this mornings 
than flocks of the litde divers, caDed Rotges (Aka 
Alkf Lin.)j were seen flying, swimming, and diving 
about in its vicinity. It would appear, that the ndgh- 
bourhood of ice is the £ivourite haunt of these birds, 
for I do not remember having seen any of them last 
year, except when we were amoiigst it, or at least at 
no great distance from it, and I believe none were 
seen this voyage until we made the ice. In &ct, they 
might, with propriety, be called, the Ice4iird, and, if 
I mistake not, they have been so denomiiiated. 
Another species of diver was seen to-day for the first 
time this voyage, which, like the preceding, is seldom 
seen except in the vicinity of ice ; it is called by 
seamen, Dovekey, (Coh/mbus GtyUe, Uiu) 

Saturday f 19th. — It has been observed, that the 
colour of the water has changed since we got 
amongst the ice, for, instead of the clear blue colour 
of the ocean, it has been within these two days of a 
dirty brownish tinge, not unlike Ae colour of the 
s65a at the estuary of large rivers. The temperature 
of the water is also very sensibly afiected by the ice, 
for since we came amongst it, we find that the mer- 
cury seldom rises more than 4® above the freenng 
point ; the temperature of the air is likewise propor- 
tionably low, the extremes of the range of the ther- 
mometer, in the shade, for these two days, being be- 
tween SS"" and 43''. The true variation of the compass 
*^as obtained to-day, by taking azimuths on a floe 
of ice, at such a distance from the ship as to be clear 
of all local attraction. The result of these observ- 
ations gave 48^ 40' westerly variation. It may be said 
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that this is the only instance in which the true vari- 
ation was ascertained since we left England; for 
magnetic observations taken on board of a ship in 
these high latitudes, especially in this part of the 
world, are not to be much relied upon, on account 
of the compasses being so much affected by local 
attraction, which is, at the same time, continually 
changing, according as the ship changes her position ; 
or, in other words, in proportion as she approaches, 
or recedes from the magnetic pole, so will the effects 
of the local attraction be increased or diminished. 

About eight o'clock in the evenings the weather 
having cleared up, we had a distant view of the land 
about Cape Desolation *, it was estimated to be from 
twelve to fourteen leagues from us, a distance by far 
too great to enable us to say any thing respecting it, 
any farther than that it appeared to be high and rug- 
ged, and seemed as if it consisted of a number of 
islands, being seen in detached pieces. 
. I understand that we sailed this forenoon over the 
place where His Majesty's ship Sybille laid down 
Cape Farewell t ; how far that promontory was from 
us at that time it is impossible to say, but it may be 
presumed to have been some distance off, for no land 
was in sight at the time. I ought to observe, indeed, 
that the state of the weathfer for the greatest part of 
the day was not very favourable for seeing any great 
distance. We found a current to-day setting S. 50® 
W. at the rate of six miles per day. 

* The northern extreme of the land bore by compass £. 41^ N. 
and the southern extreme £. 2V S. the ship's head at the time 
being N. N. W. 

t We were at noon in latitude 59® 4-8' 26" N. (by meridian 
altitude) and longitude 47® 47' 36" W. by the chronometers. 
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Sunday, 20/A. — We had a distant view again this 
morning of the land seen yesterday, but although we 
were rather nearer to it to-day than we were last 
evening, our view of it was less distinct, or properly 
speaking, more deceiving than before, for the shape 
of it was altered so much by refraction, that a hill 
could scarcely be distinguished from a vaUey. In 
faqt it appeared to be all of one uniform height, or 
like what is commonly called " Table land ;'* and at 
one time, in addition to this uniformity in height, it 
presented the most fantastic appearance that can 
well be imagined, being distorted in such a manner 
that the tops of the hills appeared broader than their 
basis. In the afternoon, a strong breeze sprang up 
from the southward and eastward, of which we availed 
ourselves in making our passage across the Straits, 
our object being to get over to the west land. We 
passed in the course of the afternoon through a con- 
siderable quantity of heavy ice, being evidently frag- 
ments of icebergs, or the outskirts of the glaciers 
that form along the shore. The parts that were 
above the surface of the water, presented in some of 
them the most grotesque shapes, such as arches, 
caves, arcades, and dilapidated columns, with im- 
mense capitals ; which a fancifiil imagination might 
be able to find to have some resemblance to the dif- 
ferent architectural orders. Among other things 
with which these masses of ice were compared, one 
of them that we passed about noon was said by some- 
body to resemble that part of a pulpit which over- 
hangs the clergyman when in that sacred rostrum. 
It is probable that this simile originated from an as- 
sociation of ideas produced by the recent occurrence 
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of circumstances, for we had at the time just come 
on deck after attending divine service. 

Wednesday y 23flf. — Nothing of any interest oc- 
curred for these two days past, the weather has been 
for most part of the time foggy, with occasional 
showers of rain ; but we suffered but little inconve- 
'nience from either, because we have scarcely met 
with a piece of ice to retard our progress since we 
left the coast of Greenland, so that fewer hands 
were required to be exposed to the inclemency of the 
weather in working the ship. During these two days, 
several seals, porpoises, and birds of different kinds, 
whose names have been already mentioned, were seen, 
besides two species of birds whose names have not 
been noticed before this voyage. The one is com- 
monly called by seamen Burgomaster (ian^ Glau- 
cuSi Lin.), a name very clearly of Dutch origin, and 
said to have been suggested to the fishermen of that 
country, from observing that this bird exercised as 
much power over all the other aquatic birds pf this 
country, as the magistrate of that name used to exer- 
cise over his fellow-citizens. 

.The other bird alluded to is the Red Phalarope 
(JPhalaropm Hyperhoreus, sen Tringia Fulicariay 
Lin.), of which we saw several large flocks, close to 
an iceberg, to which a boat went for the purpose of 
making (magnetic) observations. * 

In returning from this berg, we saw indeed another 
bird that had not been seen before this voyage, and 
which 1 do not remember having seen last year 
either, although mentioned by ornithologists as one 
of the visitants of these regions ; it has various names, 

* It was found to be go steep however all rounds that it was 
impossible to get upon it. 
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such as puflSn, caultemeb, and Greenland parrot, 
(Alca Arctka^ Lin.) Of thede names, however, 1 
believe the first is that by which it is most generally 
known. Whilst close to the iceberg above men- 
tioned, we sounded in two hundred fathoms, white 
sand. The object for sounding was to determine 
whether the berg was aground, and the conclusion 
was that it was not, for its height was estimated to be 
only about fifty feet above the surface of the water. 

Thursday y 24fth. — I have omitted to mention an- 
other species of the feathered tribe that was seen 
yesterday, for the first time this summer ; it is called, 
from the whiteness of its plumage, the ivory gull, 
(JLarus JEbumeus, Lin.) Although this name is very 
appropriate, inasmuch as it characterizes the colour 
of the plumage of those specimens that are to be 
seen in ornithological collections, yet it is far from 
being descriptive of the whiteness of their garb 
when alive, which certainly equals, in the purity of 
its colour, new-fallen snow. 

Friday^ 9,5th. — We have made very little progress 
to-day, having fallen in again with the ice, which 
is so closely packed to the westward, that it is im- 
possible to force through it ; a great number of ice- 
bergs have also been in sight the whole day, one of 
which appeared to be very large, both with respect 
to its height and extent. Two Greenland, or black 
whales (Bakena Mysticetus^ Lin.) were seen this 
morning for the first time; and I understand that 
two white bears ( Ursm Maritimus^ Lin.) were seen 
on a piece of ice this afternoon, by the Griper's 
people. 

Saturday i Qdth. — We have been since four o'clock 
yesterday afternoon closely beset with the ice in 
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€very direction ; the open sea may be seen indeed 
to the eastward, but between us and it there are se- 
veral miles of close-packed ice, and to the northw^ard 
and westward, there is nothing to be seen as far as 
the eye can penetrate, but one continued body of 
ice. The average thickness of that around us, is firom 
four to five feet, and the extent of the pieces seldom 
exceed forty or fifty feet ; and, generally speaking, 
they are smaller than that. We find on many of 
them pieces of quartz and granite, and occasionally 
heaps of sand and gravel, which I think renders it 
probable that this ice has been formed amongst the 
archipelago of islands that lie to the northward and 
westward of us. There are several icebergs situated 
here and there amongst this pack, but they are in 
general of a small szie. The delay occasioned by 
the ice, for these two days, has afforded us an op- 
portunity of making a considerable number of observ- 
ations * ; some of which could not be done had the 
ship been at sea ; and others were performed with 
greater certainty on the ice than they could be done 
on- board : I allude, in the first instance, to the mag- 
netic observations, and, in the second place^ to tlie 
facility with which we were enabled to take lunar 
distances. As both these objects then are deemed of 
considerable importance (the latter in particular being 
so, on account of its affording us an opportunity of 
judging of the going of the chronometers), we have 

* Our latitude to-day by meridian altitude wa3 63° 59' 29* N. 
and longitude by mean of several lunar distances 6F 12' 15* W. 
and by chronometers 61® 26' 10* W. The variation was found to 
be 61** 15' westerly, and the dip, or inclination of the magnetic 
needle, 84. 
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very little reason to regret the delay occasioned, 
as yet* 

In the course of the afternoon a large whale came 
up to breathe, in a small opening between two pieces 
of ice, within a few yards of the ship, and remained 
there for a considerable time, and would probably 
have stopped much longer had not the curiosity of 
some of the seamen induced them to go to the edge 
of the hole where she lay, in order to have a better 
view of her. My object in being so particular about 
.this whale, is, because she went down in a manner, 
which I understand from the fishermen on board, is 
very unusual for these fish to do ; that is, tail fore- 
most. It may be remarked, then, that this deviation 
from the usual method of diving, evinces a consider- 
able share of sagacity in these animals; at least it 
shews, that they have sense enough to depart from 
their usual habits to accommodate themselves^ to cir- 
cumstances ; for had this fish gone down in the way 
which they are accustomed to do, it is more than 
probable that her tail would have entangled her in 
the ice. 

Sunday J 9rjth. — We are still closely beset by the 
ice. We find by our observations to-day, that we have 
.drifted twelve miles to the southward since yesterday 
at noon, for our latitude to-day by meridian altitude 
was only 63"* 46' Sif' N. ; and yesterday it was 
63° 59' 29'' N. The actual distance indeed that we 
have been carried to the southward since yesterday, 
is more than twelve miles ; for the direction that we 
have been drifting is S.W. by S. by compass, which 
by taking the variation, as found yesterday, will be 
about S. S. E. ^ E. true. It will be seen from this 
.circumstance, that what I suggested yesterday re- 
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specting the place where the ice with which we are 
surrounded came from, is, in some measure, confirmed 
from our observation to-day of the direction of the 
current by which it is carried along. 

Our change of position during these four and 
twenty hours has altered our soundings in a contrary 
way to what might be expected ; for, although we 
have been drifting away from the lanc^ we find that 
the water gets shsdlower, for we sounded yesterday 
in one hundred and twenty-five fathoms, fine sand ; 
this morning in one hundred and twenty fathoms, 
and in the afternoon it decreased to one hundred and 
fift;een fathoms, the same sort of bottom as before. 
A fresh breeze sprang up .this forenoon from the 
eastward, which, before the evening, rose such a swell 
that we were obliged to put fenders of junk over the 
ship's side to prevent her from being damaged by 
the ice, which was all in motion. 

We added another Gull to-day to our list of birds j 
its common name is the Black-backed, or Black- 
mantled Gull, {Lams MarinuSj Lin.) 

Monday y 28th. — Shortly after day-light this morn- 
ing, a white bear was observed on the ice close to 
the ships. He came indeed so close to the Griper, that 
they fired at him from the ship, and wounded him^ 
but not so bad as to disable him much at first. On 
being pursued, however, and again struck, he either 
voluntarily or accidentally fell into the water between 
two pieces of ice, and in a short time disappeared. 
He was supposed to have been attracted to the ships 
by the smell of some herrings that were roasted in 
the Griper the evening before. The keen scent of 
these animals is well knoi;m to our Greenland fisher- 
men, and 1 am told that they very frequently take 
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advantage of it to decoy them off from the land, by 
burning crang, or some other oleaginous refuse, which 
brings them so close to their ships that they very 
often kill them without much trouble. 

Tuesday f 9Qth. — Although the first day or two 
that we have been detained here, might be in some 
measure considered as usefully spent in making ob- 
servations ; yet such a continuation of delay as we 
have now had in this place, tends at length to try 
our patience, more especially as the prospect of get- 
ting released from our present situation, appears to- 
day less flattering than we have had it yet ; for the 
motion amongst the ice, caused by- the swell, yester- 
day, and last night, has jammed it together much 
closer than it was before, and^ fall of snow that we 
had this morning has given it the appearance of 
being consolidated into one immense field. About 
seven o'clock in the evening, the weather being very 
clear, we saw land bearing by compass, from W.N.W. 
to W., distant, as near as we could judge, from twelve 
to fourteen leagues. From our situation *, and the 
direction in which this land was seen, it is probable 
that what we saw was the islands at the entrance of 
Frobisher's Straits, or that which Davis called Lum- 
ley's Inlet; it appeared indeed to us like three 
islands, one of which seemed to be considerably 
larger than the other two. We sounded to-day both 
in the fore and afternoon in one hundred and thirty- 
five fathoms, fine sand and small black stones. 

* Our latitude to«-.day at noon (by account) was 63^ 32^ N. and 
longitude 62^ 17' W. and the entrance of Frobisher's Straits, or 
Lumley's Inleti is said t^ be in latitude 63^ 08' N. from which it is 
very evident that the la^d seen this evening must be about the 
entrance of these straits. 
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Just after the sun went down this evening, the 
sky to the northward and westward presented the 
most beautiful appearance I ever remember having 
seen ; it is impossible for me indeed to describe it, and 
I have no doubt but the painter would find it a diffi- 
cult matter to represent it. I shall therefore only ob- 
serve, that die prevailing colour was red, of all the 
different shades, decreasing gradually from the deep- 
est, near the horizon, until in the zenith it vanished 
in a clear blue sky. And the clouds which were 
illumined by these brilliant rays, presented as great 
a diversity of shapes as there were variety of tints. 

Wednesday y 30th, — The ice having been observed 
to open a little this morning, we availed ourselves of 
this favourable opportunity to get into clear water, 
which, by dint of perseverance in towing and warp- 
ing for about seven hours, we at length finally suc- 
ceeded in getting again into the open sea. 

I formed a piece of ice from the floe alongside of 
us this morning into a cube, whose sides measured 
four inches and eight-tenths ; ^nd when it was put 
into a bucket of sea-water at the temperature of 31 ""j 
and of the specific gravity 1.023, only six-tenths 
or one-eighth of it remained above the surface of the 
water. 

Tkursdoffy July \st. — ^ We have been running to 
the northward all day along the edge of the western 
ice^ which extends to the westward as far as we 
could see ; and as we had a view in the afternoon of 
a considerable portion of that coast, it is probable 
that the ledge of ice we have been sailing aipng for 
these two days reaches the land, or at least within a 
short distance of it. To the eastward of us the sea is 
perfectly clear, with the exception of some loose 
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streams of ice in our immediate vicinity ; but these 
are evidently nothing more than a few fragments that 
separate occasionally from the main body of the ice 
to the westward ; for we can plainly see the clear 
water beyond them. 

We have passed a considerable number of icebergs 
in the course of the day, some of them of a very 
large size.. 

Friday J %d. — Nothing occurred to-day worthy of 
remark, except that in the evening a large bear was 
seen walking about on .the edge of the ice, as we 
went along ; but as we had a fine breeze in our fa* 
vour at the time,, we passed by without molesting 
him. 

Saturday^ 3d. — This has been another day barren 
in events, but very important to us in another way. 
I allude to the progress that we have made to the 
northward during these four and twenty hours past, 
for we have this afternoon crossed the Arctic circle, 
and consequently are now in the region, of perpetual 
day, for some time to come. 

Although we have not had the sun, indeed, aci» 
tually above the horizon during the whole day, or, 
properly speaking, for four and twenty hours, toge- 
ther, yet for some days past there has been scarcely 
any darkness, even al midnight ^ for the twilight, 
ever since we crossed the parallel of 62f north lati- 
tude, has been so great, that we have been enabled 
to see the direction, or, as it is called, the lead,, most 
proper to be taken to get through the ice. 

Monday J 5th. — We passed a piece of ice this 
forenoon on whi6h was lying a large Walrus, or, as 
it is commonly called, a Sea-horse, (TVicAece^, Lin.) 
We fired at him as the ship passed himj but if he 
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was wounded it must have been very slightly, for he 
•rolled himself oflp the ice into the water, with as 
much, if not greater ease, than a person could ex- 
pect from his unwieldy form and size. His back 
appeared to be of a dark bay colour, and what i^e 
saw of the under part of his body seemed to be of 
the same colour, but of a lighter hue, and mottled 
with white spots. His tusks, I think, were between 
eight and nine inches long. 

Tuesday^ Qtk. — We were more successful to-day 
in an attack we made on one of the same kind of 
animals before mentioned. About noon, we observed 
five of them lying on a piece of ice about a mile 
and a half from the ship. A boat was immediately 
equipped for attacking them, and on our way towards 
them it was agreed, that, instead of firing at the 
whole indiscriminately, we should iall aim at one ; 
and for the sake of convenience, and likewise to 
avoid having occasion to speak when we came near 
them, it was settled that the one which happened to 
be nearest to us should be our object. 

Having every thing thus properly arranged, we 
pulled slowly and quietly towards them unobserved^ 
until we were within forty yards of the piece of ice 
on which they lay. The one that lay in the middle, 
and apparently the largest, now lifted his monstrous 
head ; and the moment he perceived us, he roused 
the rest of his drowsy companions that were huddled 
around him. We had by this time got within a few 
yards of them, and, according to our preconcerted 
plan, just as they were in the act of rolling them- 
selves into the water, we all fired at the one which 
was nearest to us. He was wounded so badly that 
he came up again instantly close to the boat^ and 
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apparently with a view of attacking it ; but the ren- 
counter, if it may be so called, was of very short du- 
ration ; for the moment he appeared above water, 
he was pierced to the heart with a small harpoon. 
Notwithstanding he was thus mortally wounded, we 
had very nigh lost him ; for in his violent struggles 
he broke the harpoon, (part of it remaining in his 
body,) but before he had time to sink, he was again 
struck, and secured. His weight and dimensions, 
&c. are noted below.* In the mean time I 




* Weight, including 16lb8. for the blood lost before he was 

weighed - - - . . 1400 

Weight of the heart - . - - - 8 

Do. liver - * - - - 24 

Do. kidneys - - - - 5 

Do. spleen - ... 4 

Feet. In. 
Length from the snout to the end of the hind flippers - 10 3 
Circumference behind the fore flippers - -6.10/ 
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ought to mention that the other four escaped^ vdth* 
out attempting, as is customary with these animals. 
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Circumference of the rieck - - 

Do. of the head (round the eyes) 

Extent of the fore flippers when extended 

Breadth of the fore flippers at their extremities - 

Extent of the hind flippers when extended 

Breadth of the hind flippers at their extremities - 

Circumference of the fore flippers - - 

Do. hind flippers - - - 

Both the fore and .hind flippers had each five toes joined 
by membranes, and each toe consisted of three bones 
or phalanges ; near the extremity of each toe of the 
fore flippers there was a small nail, and a small de- 
pression in the same place on each of the hind ones. 

Length of the middle toe of the fore flipper 6 inches, and 
of the hind - - 

Do. from the end of the fore flippers to the shoulder 
joint - - - - - 

Do. do. hind flippers to their inser- 

tion in the body . . « 

From the anus to the organs of generation 

From the organs of generation to navel 

Length of tusks . . « . 

Breadth between the extreme points of the tusks 

Do. at their roots or insertion into the jaw 

Tdeth on each side of the upper jaw 5 inches, and in the 
same place in the lower jaw 4 inches ; they were situ- 
ated at some distance from one another, and scarcely 
protruded beyond the gum. 

Distance between the eyes ... 

From the eyes to the tip of the snout 

Do. to the orifice of the ears 

No external ears, orifice large enough to admit a goose 
quill, nostrils of a* lunated form, one inch in diameter, 
and about | of an inch apart ; bristle in the upper lip 
two inches long, and about the thickness of pack-thread. 

Length of the bone of the penis 
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to rescue their wounded companion. We followed 
them for some time, but they appeared to be so much 
frightened that it was impossible to get near them 
again. Their vigilance and terror, indeed, was so 
great, that at one time, when upwards of half a 
mile from us, attempting to get on another piece of 
ice, they perceived us going towards them, when 
they immediately abandoned the ice and dived again 
into the deep. I ooserved that one of them had lost 
one of his tusks, a thing indeed that I am not much 
surprised at ; for it is chiefly by means of them that 
they manage to get upon the ice ; so that, when we 
take into consideration the enormous weight of their 
bodies, which must on such occasions be chiefly, if 
not entirely, suspended by their tusks, it will appear 
rather a matter of surprise that accidents do not 
befal them oftener than they seem to do. It is said 
also that they occasionally lose their tusks, and some- 
times their lives, in their conflicts with the Polar 
bears. But to return to those facts that came under 
our own observations, I shall briefly state such ana- 
tomical remarks as I have made on the construction 
and appearance of the abdominal viscera of the Wal- 
rus that we killed to-day. After being weighed, and 
the dimensions of the principal parts of his body 
taken, he was opened in a longitudinal direction, 
from the neck to the after part of the body, by 
which means all the internal parts were exposed to 
view at once in their respective situations. 

The hair on the body was thin, and rather coarse, and its colour 
was the same as that described on the Walrus seen yesterday, that 
is, a. dark. bay on the back, becoming gradually of a lighter colour 
on the sides, and the under part of the body mottled, not unlike 
the common seal. 
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The thorax was, as in terrestrial quadrupeds, &c« 
separated from the abdomen by a diaphragm. The 
heart was the only viscus in this cavity that I was 
desirous of examining ; and, unfortunately, the har- 
poon with which the animal was killed, as I have 
already mentioned, entered it, and lacerated the 
greatest part of it in such a manner that very little 
can be said respecting its peculiarities, if it had any. 
What I was more particularly desirous of seeing was, 
whether the foramen ovale was open or not ; and, from 
what I saw, I feel satisfied that it was not open, fbr 
a cicatrice was very plainly to be seen in the septum 
between the auricles, with a sort of sinus leading 
from one side of it to the lefl auricle ; these, I have 
no doubt, then, were the remains of the passage in 
question. The stomach appeared small, considering 
the size of the animal. It lay transversely, imme- 
diately behind the diaphragm, in a sort of sigmoid 
flixure. The contents of it was examined very mi- 
nutely ; but it was found to contain nothing but a 
greenish, oleaginous matter, of a slimy consistence. 
My object in being particular in the examination of 
the stomach, was to ascertain whether it contained 
any stones, because we have well authenticated ac- 
counts of their being found in the bowels of these 
animals. Le Sieur de Villefort, Enseigne de Vaisseau, 
who sailed under M. de Beauchesne Gavin (a French 
navigator that went on a voyage to the South Seas 
many years ago), mentions their having killed a sea 
haa^ in Port Desire, in whose stomach they found 

* It is perhaps necessary to mention, that the anhnal called the 
Sea Lion by the old navigators, is the same that is now generally 
known by the name of Walrus, or Sea Horse, in the Arctic Seas ; 
but I understand that in the Straits of Magellan, and on the 
islands in its neighbourhood, they are still called Sea Lions. 
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several stones ; and I am informed that a number 
of stones were found in the stomach of a Walrus 
that was killed last summer by the expedition that 
went to Spitzbergen. 

All that I have now to say of this animal is a few 
words respecting him as an article of food. The 
flesh of the sea-horse has been represented by dif« 
ferent navigators as very good eating ; but, with due 
deference to their opinion, I must own that as far as 
I am able to judge, nothing but absolute want could 
ever induce a person not accustomed to such food to 
eat it. In the first place, immediately under the 
skin, there was a layer two inches and a half thick of 
fat, that differed not materially in appearance, and 
not at all in its nature from whale's blubber ; and the 
flesh, or muscular substance underneath this oleagin-i 
ous coating, was as black as the crangt of a whale^ 
and smelt so intolerably, that even the dogs we have 
on board would not touch it. It is but just, however, 
to mention that we cooked the heart, which was 
found to be tolerably good eating ; but the disgust 
occasioned by the offensive odour from the carcase 
of the animal was so great, that we could hardly rid 
ourselves of the idea that the heart did not partake 
in some degree of the disgusting qualities of the 
body. The fat, or blubber, however, has been 
turned to some advantage, for it was stripped ofi^ 
and put into a cask, until an opportunity occurs for 
boiling it, when it is expected to produce from 
thirty to forty gallons of oil. 

We had to-night, for the first time this season, a 

• This is a term used by the Greenland, or whale-fishermen, 
which signifies the fleshy, or muscular part of the whale, that is 
lefk after the blubber is flinched or taken off. 
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meridiaii altitude of the sun at midni^t, or, pro- 
perly speaking, below the pole, for we have now of 
course no night ; but, as the terms day, mid niglit, 
are convenient when speaking of the time when any 
event occurs that is necessary to be mentioned^ I 
shall always make use of them for the sake of per- 
spicuity, although no natural distinction of the kind 
now t^es place. 

Friday f 9/A« — Nothing has occurred for these 
three days past deserving of particular notice. The 
weather has been variable^ sometimes. fine, at other 
times the reverse ; but our greatest annoyance has 
been, and still is, the ice^ with which we are con- 
stantly hampered. There is one thing we find, 
which is, that, by standing to the eastward, we get 
clear of it j but our object is to get to the westward, 
if possible. 

Sunday f 11 /A. — As we were sailing along amongst 
the ice this forenoon^ a large white bear was observed 
on a piece of it close to the ships. A boat was imme- 
diately lowered to go after him. The weather hap- 
pened to be foggy, so that he did not see us until we 
were within about a hundred yards of him ; he was 
walking about at the time, but immediately he per- 
ceived us he crouched down on the edge of the ice, 
and watched our approach very attentively, as. if in 
expectation that we should in a short time become his 
prey. We were, on the other hand, no less sanguine 
that he should very soon be our captive, and in 
order to make sure of our mark, we continued to 
pull towards him until the boat was within about 
forty yards of him, when we all fired. One shot 
brake his right hind leg, and the rest (vi^. three) 
struck him in different parts of the body. On being 
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wounded he made a hideous roar^ and grasped with 
his teeth at the places where he was struck; He then 
plunged into the water, and tried to escape in that 
way ; but, on finding that we were gaining ground 
upon him, he attempted to get again on the ice ; but 
he was by this time so much exhausted by loss of 
blood that before he could get out of the water we 
secured him by throwing the bight of a rope round his 
neck. His weight and dimensions are noted below.* 




♦Weight. . - - 

Length from the snout to the tail - - - 

Circumference round the middle . - • - 

Length ftom the snout to the shoulder joint 
Height from the heel of the fore-paw to the top of the 

back between the shoulders - - - - 

Do. from the heel of ^the hind-leg to the top of the 

rump - - 

Circumference of the fore-paw - - - - 

Breadth of . do. - 

Length from the fore-toes to the knee-joint 



895 lbs. 


Feet In. 


8 


2 


6 





s 





3 


7 


3 


4 


1 


11 





8i 


2 


5i 
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It will be seen that his weight is not at all in pro- 
portion to his dimensions ; for he was a very large 
animal, as far as length and height went ; but, al- 
though six inches longer than the bear we killed 
in this country last summer, he was upwards of two 
hundred pounds lighter. 

On opening him, we discovered the cause of this 
disparity ; for the whole of the alimentary canal was 
in a high state of gangrene, the liver and lungs were 
very much inflamed, and the spleen apparently shrunk 
considerably below its natural size, the stomach -was 
empty and collapsed : in fact, the whole of the ab- 
dominal viscera bore evident marks of disease. 

FeeC In. 
Circumference of the fore-leg below the knee - - 2 5 

Do. of the hind-paw - - - - 1 10 

Do. of the hind-leg - • - 2 4 

Breadth of the hind-paw - - - - 8 

Length from the hind-toes to the knee-joint - -23 

Length of the tail - - ---06 

Circumference of the head before the ears - - 3 1 

Do. of the neck - - - - 3 9 

Distance from the snout to the eye - - - 8^ 

Do. between the eye - - - 6 

Longest axis of the eyes - - - - 1 

Depth of the snout - - - - - 3jl 

Do. from nose to under part of the lower jaw - ' • 5^ 
Breadth of septum narium - - . q q^ 

Nare, elliptical 

Length of the ears - - - - 3 

Breadth of do. - - - - - 2^ 

Front teeth in each jaw 6- inches ; canine 2 inches ; molares or 
grinders 5 inches ; length of the upper tusks 1 j*^ inch ; breadth 
between their tips S^ inches ; length of the lower tusks 1} inch ; 
(the tip of the right side tusk was broken) breadth between their 
tips 3 inches. 

The liver weighed 16 lbs. ; the lungs 14 lbs. ; the heart 6 lbs. ; 
the kidneys 3 lbs. ; and the spleen l^lbs. 
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The weather has been colder to-day than we have 
had yet, being half a degree less, indeed, than we 
had it during the whole ©f last voyage, our lowest 
temperature, last year, being 26 J % and to-day it was 
as low as 26"". We suffer, however, no inconvenience 
from the cold, but the moisture that freezes on the 
rigging renders it disagreeable to handle. 

Thursday J 15th. — Nothing has occurred for 
these three days past deserving of remark ; the wea- 
ther has . been, I may almost say, invariably foggy, 
which, together with the quantity of ice that #e 
have been constantly hampered with, has rendered 
our progress to the northward very slow j for our 
latitude to-day, at noon, was only 70'' 27' N., which 
is only a little more than one degree farther than we 
were four days ago. We have reason to suppose, 
however,' that the three or four last degrees of lati- 
tude that we have come through, are the most diffi- 
cult to navigate of any part of these seas, for they 
are the narrowest part of the Straits, and at this 
season of the year will, I have no doubt, be always 
found choked with the ice that drifts down from 
Baffin's Bay. Two boats were sent this forenoon to 
an iceberg, to bring some of it on board for cUssolv- 
ing into water. As this ice appeared to be more 
compact than what I have usually observed the berg- 
ice to be, I formed a piece of it into a cube *, for the 
purpose of determining its specific gravity, which 
was found however not to differ materially from what 
we have been accustomed to find it by similar experi- 

* The sides of this cube measured six inches and -j^, and when 
pnt into a tub of sea-water at the temperature of SSf^ and of the 
specific gravity 1.0256, nine-tenths of an inch remained above 
the sur&ce of the water. 
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ments last year ; that is, about one-seventh remain- 
ing above the surface of the water. 

Friday y l6th. — A smidl piece of ice was picked 
up to-day, however, whose specific gravity differed 
very much indeed from any that I have ever seen 
in these seas before. Its size would not admit well 
of* being made into a cube, it was therefore formed 
into a rectangular parallelogram, two inches seven- 
tenths in breadth, and one inch seven-tenths in 
thickness ; send when put into a bason of salt water, 
at the temperature of 35^, and of the specific 
gravity of 1.0262, only one-tenth of an inch re- 
mained above the surface of the water, or, in 
other words, one-seventeenth of the whole. 

We passed the Brunswick, of Hull, to-day, on her 
way home : they broomed * to us, that they had taken 
nineteen whales ; and, as she passed the Griper, they 
told them that there were about fifty whalers to the 
northward (close to the coast of Greenland), be- 
tween the 74 and 75 degrees of latitude. This was 
all the communication we had with her ; or, properly 
speaking, that the Griper had, for she passed too 
far from us to speak her. 

I have omitted to mention before, that, during 
these two or three days past, we saw several large 

* This is a term used by the whale fishermen to express the 
manner in which they communicate to one another the number 
of whales they have taken. The way in which the intelligence is 
conveyed is this ; on board the ship that is asking for the inform- 
ation in question, some person holds up a broom in a conspicuous 
place where it may be seen by the other ship, where some person 
with a similar instrument gives the required lAformation by lifting 
a broom up over his head as many times as the number of fish 
they have taken ; hence the origin and meaning of the term broom" 
ing a ship. 
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flocks of eider ducks (Anas MaUssima^ Lin.) fljring 
to the eastward. 

• Saturday y VJth. — We made fast this afternoon to 
a floe of ice, where we remained for some time, which 
afforded us an opportunity of making some magnetic 
and other observations. In order to make sure of 
being clear of the influence of the ships upon the 
compasses, the observations were made at least a 
quarter of a mile from either of them. The variation 
at this place was found by the mean of several azi* 
muthsy to be SI** westerly, and the dip, or vertical 
inclination of the needle, 84° 6'. The latitude of 
the place of observation (reckoning from noon) was 
72** N., and longitude, by sights taken for the chro* 
nometers at the time, 60° 5' W. We found, on dif- 
ferent parts of the ice that we walked over this after*^ 
noon, large quantities of earth and grave] ; this is, 
however, such a common thing, that it hardly de- 
serves to be mentioned, for scarcely a day ever 
passes without our seeing either stones or earth on 
some of the floes that we are amongst. 

Monday 9 19th» — The weather for some days past 
has been very foggy, which, I think, is in some mea^ 
sure owing, to our being so far from the land ; for I 
observed last year, when we were detained for some 
days at Waygat Island, that there was very often ^ 
thick fog over the surface of the sea at some distance 
from the land j whilst over the laud itself, and along 
the coast, for a space of two or three leagues from 
it, there was commonly a fine clear sky. Paradox- 
ical as it may appear, yet we find, that although the 
weather is in general so cold that the fog freezes on 
the rigging, that the ice is undergoing dissolution 
very rapidly, for on most of the floes we find large 
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pools of water, from one of which we supplied the 
ships (with water) two days ago. 

Although it miist certainly be admitted (from the 
circumstance that I have just mentioned), that the 
sun contributes very materidly to the destruction of 
the ice, yet I concur in opinion with the intrepid 
navigator, Davis, and the illustrious Cook, that the 
sea is the great destroyer of the ice in these regions. 

We find that there is a constant current setting to 
the southward, which has been observed, indeed, 
mo^e or less, ever since we entered the Straits. Its 
daily rate, and the exact course it takes, is not, in- 
deed, very easily ascertained with great precision ; 
for the various courses we are obliged to make 
amongst the ice, are such as to baffle all attempts at 
comparing the latitude observed with that deduced 
from the dead reckoning ; and I have no doubt but 
the ice affects, in some measure, the direction of the 
current near the surface. 

Tuesday y 9,0th. — On account of the fogginess of 
the weather, we got so close to a large iceberg, to- 
day, before it was seen, that we were obliged to 
lower our boats in great haste to tow the ship off 
from it ; and, notwithstanding the smartness with 
which every thing was done, she went over a tongue 
of it that projected some distance from the body of 
the berg. This tongue happened, fortunately, how- 
ever, to be about twenty feet below the surface of 
the water, so that we went over it without touching, 
and, in a few minutes more, got clear, altogether, 
of this threatening mass of ice, for such I must cer- 
tainly call it, for the side of it that we ran along 
was consideraoly higher than our mast-head, and 
some parts of it projected beyond : a perpendicular" 
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line rose from its base, or at right angles with the 
surface of the water. And in addition to these cir- 
cumstances, it was full of vertical fissures, or rents, 
which showed, in a very unequivocal manner, the 
danger of approaching too near it. The depth of 
water alongside of it was found to be one hundred 
and twenty fathoms ; and, as it appeared from the 
tide-mark on it, to be aground, its height above the 
surface of the water might be estimated at one hun- 
dred and twenty feet ; for the proportion of the ice, 
above, to that below the surface of the water, will 
generally be found to be nearly as one is to seven. 
We shot a seal this evening, of the common species. 
(Phoca VituUnOy Lin.) He was lying on a piece of 
ice at the time. It is unnecessary to give any de- 
scription of him, as he differed in no respect from 
the seals that are seen on our own coast : his length, 
from the snout to the tail, was five feet one inch, and 
the circumference round the thickest part of the 
body three feet six inches* 

Wednesday, 21^/.— The weather cleared up to-day 
for the first time for some days past; and about 
eight o'clock A. M. we had a very good, although 
a distant view, of the coast of Greenland, bearing 
by compass from south to east of us. The moun- 
tain called by Davis, " Hope Sanderson," was rea- 
dily recognised by such of us as had seen it last year j 
although its distance from us was estimated to be 
about forty miles, it bore, by compass, 8** S. SO'E, 
Some of the Women Islands were also in sight. It 
appeared to me that there was more snow on. this 
part of the coast, than was on it last year when we 
passed it ; but our distance from it was too great to 

E « 
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enable us to say any thing with certainty on the? 
head. 

We found an immense number of icebergs off this 
coast ; no less than eighty-eight were seen this morning 
at one time from deck» and most of them so large that I 
have no doubt of their being a ground, for we sounded 
at the time in one hundred and six fathoms — sand and 
pieces of broken shells. Between us and the land 
there was also a considerable quantity of loose ice, 
sufficient^ open, however^ to navigate amongst it, 
to the northward ; but as I have said some time ago, 
our object is not to get to the northward along this 
coast, but if possible to penetrate to the westward. 
What time it will take to accomplish this desin^ble 
object in this high latitude, is a question that must 
certainly remain in doubt until the thing is done, for 
last vear's experience does not afford us any ground 
to draw a conclusicm from on this subject ; we found 
then (as we do now) a barrier of ice to the west- 
ward, from the time that we first made it until we 
got nearly to the top of Baffin's Bay ; and although 
we never succeeded in getting through it, it was 
certainly not from want of attempting to do so. 
Whether these attempts might not have been success- 
ful if persevered in, is a thing that does not become 
'me to give an opinion on. 

We are possessed however of some knowledge this 
year, that we knew nothing of last summer, with 
regard to the extent of this ledge or barrier of ice ; 
for then it was doubtful how far it might extend to 
the westward, but now we know perfectly well how 
far it can extend in that direction. But, to be brief 
on the subject, I believe the intention is, to make 
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«viery effi>rt to force our way to the westward firom 
this place, so as to make the entrance of our hopeful 
lailet, Lancaster's Sound ; we are not indeed quite in 
the parallel of latitude * of it yet, but as the land 
tends a little to the eastward on the south side of that 
opening, a passage across at this place will be shorter 
than farther to the eastward. 

This day, in addition to its bdng fine and dear, 
was, I think, the wannest day tiiat we have had ' 
since we left £ngland, for at two o'clock in the a£> 
teinoon the thermometer in the sun rose to 82. 

In the evening, as we were making the best of 
our way to the westward, a large bear was observed 
on a piece of ice close to us, but time was deemed 
too precious to lose any of it to go after him. 

Saturday J 9Ath. — Nothing has occurred during 
these two days past deserving of remark ; we got 
beset amongst the ice on the evening of the 22d, and 
have been so situated ever since ; we have at diffe* 
rent tunes during that period endeavoured to force 
the ships through by warping, but we have made but 
very little progress, the ice being so close and heavy, 
that our utmost efforts avail but little ; there are pros- 
pects, however, of clear water to the westward, for 
the sky in that direction has a watery appearance^ 
and the ice is dissolving very fast, its surface being 
full of pools of water, in one of which was caught, 
two days ago, a small fish answering to the descrip- 
tion of the Gadus Virens of Lin. 

As there was nothing particularly doing, a series 
of experiments were again performed this afternoon, 

• The entrance of Lancaster's Sound may be said to be in 
latitude 74f'' N., and ours to-day at noon was 72' 58' 12'' N. 

£ 3 
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for determining the deviation of the compass ; the 
mode of operation was similar to that described some 
time ago, when an experiment of the same kind was 
made : that is, a set of azimuths were taken with 
the ship's head on every second point of the c(»n- 
pass, and the difference of these azimuths from the 
true variation found on the ice, will, of course, be the 
deviation on these respective points. In this experi- 
ment a newly invented needle by Mr. Jennings was 
used, and as. far aiS we could judge from this trial it 
appeared to answer remarkably well. It differs in its 
construction from the common needle, for instead 
of one bar, or needle, it consists of two placed at 
right angles to one another, so that the magnetic 
north and south falls in a line between the two oppo- 
site arms of it. As the result of this experiment may 
be more easily comprehended by a diagram than by 
words, I have drawn one *, which exhibits at (me 
view the whole operation, or rather, as I have just 
said, the results thereof. 

It will be seen from this experiment lliat the de- 
viation has increased very considerably since it was 
tried before ; this is, however, nothing mc^e than 
what might be expected, or, in fact, it is only what 
we knew, from other circumstances, must happen ; 
for it is very clear, that as the directive power of the 
magnetism of the earth upon the compass decreases 
as we approach the ma^etic pole ; so will the power 
or rather the effect of the iron in tiie ship increase. 

Sunday^ 25th. — The- ice having slackened a 
little during the night, all hands were employed the 
whole day tracking and warping the ships to the 

* See Appendix. 
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westward ; and in the evening, in consideration of 
the great exertions made, and the length of time 
they were employed, each man had half a pound of 
Donkin's preserved meat, and a gill of rum served 
out to them, as an extra allowance. 

Monday^ 9,6th. — We were employed again to-day 
in a similar way as above mentioned, but with less 
success, for the ice closed so much to-day that our 
utmost endeavours to force through it were of little 
avail. 

Tuesday J 9rith. — Although yesterday's exertions 
were not of much use, we were not discouraged on 
that account from recommencing the same labour 
again to-day, and I have much pleasure in being 
able to say, that the unwearied efforts displayed not 
only to-day, but for some days past, were this after- 
noon crowned (as good causes generally are, when 
persevered in with zeal and proper management) 
with success, for we got into what may be caUed clear 
water, that is to say navigable, although not alto- 
gether free from ice. From similar motives to 
tiiose mentioned on the 25th inst. the men had again 
this evening an extra allowance of fresh meat served 
out to tl^m. 

Wednesday^ 28«ft. — I have remarked that since wc 
lost sight of the coast of Greenland very few icebergs 
have been seen ; to-day especially there has not been 
above five or six seen altogether, and these were of 
an inferior size. TTiis is no doubt owing to the water 
increasing in depth as we proceed to the westward, 
so that they cannot ground. We sounded to-day in 
two hundred and ninety-six fathoms, a depth evident- 
ly too great for icebergs to ground in, unless they 
were of an extraordinary magnitude. The floe ice 

£ 4 
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is also much thinner than it was a few days ago ; some 
of it indeed that we passed to-day was so honey- 
combed, or as it is commonly called, so rotten, that 
some parts of it would not bear a man's weight. I 
think that this rapid dissolution may in some measure 
be attributed to the greater depth of the water here 
than to the eastward ; for it is well known that shoal 
water freezes more readily than deep water, conse- 
quently when ice happens to drift into deep water, it 
will be destroyed quicker than in shoal water. 

Thursday^ 29th. — We got yesterday evening into 
a clear sea, and there is to-day every appearance of 
its continuing so ; the sky looks watery to the west-^ 
ward, and we have had all the forenoon a considerable 
swell from that direction, so that we may, I thinks 
with safety presume, that the sea is open at least ai$ 
far as Lancaster's Sound, and as we know that 
there is a greater depth of water in that inlet than 
where we are now, it is not likely that we shall find 
much obstruction from ice there. 

We were at noon only one hundred and sixty 
miles from the entrance of it, having, in the course 
of the last twenty-four hours, ran upwards of one 
hundred miles ; a distance, certainly, that in tem; 
perate climates would be performed by a ship under 
the most ordinary circumstances; but in these re- 
gions, and after such tardy movements as we have 
i9r some time past been accustomed to, appears to 
us a great run, and, taking every thing into consi- 
deration, is so in reality. 

We saw several whales to-day for the first time 
since we entered Baffin's Bay, or at least since we 
passed the latitude of 70'' N., for I believe the line of 
division between it and Davis's Straits is not yet we}! 
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defined ; it may, therefore* in speaking of it, be better 
perhaps to refer to sofne parallel of latitude. 

Friday y 30th. — The sea still continues open, and 
there is .every prospect of its being so to the west- 
ward, for the sky in that direction promises well* 
and we have, as I mentioned yesterday, a consi- 
derable swell. The weather being fine and clear 
this forenoon, we had very excellent sights for the 
chronometers, from which, and our latitude at noon, 
we found that we were no great distance from the 
entrance of Lancaster's Sound ; it was indeed com- 
puted at the time, that if the breeze continued as we 
then had it, that the west land woidd be seen in the 
course of the aflemoon, and to our great joy these 
expectations were fulfilled about five o'clock, for at 
that time land was descried from the mast-head, 
which we knew firom our latitude to be the mountains 
on the soiith side of the inlet just mentioned* The 
welcome news was immediately telegraphed to the 
Griper, then both ships set all sail they could pos- 
sibly carry, having, as it were, received firesh vigour 
from the prospect now before them. 

As we drew in with the land every eye appeared 
to be directed towards that spacious inlet so often 
the theme of conversation for these eleven months 
past. 

So much indeed has been said about it, that were 
we quite ignorant of the place, we must have felt 
some pleasure in seeing it; but to us it is peculiarly 
interesting, for most of us have seen it before, or, 
more properiy speaking, we were witnesses of the 
promising appearances it aflforded of being the place, 
that not only we, but many other navigators, for upl 
wards of two centuries, were in search of. 
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At the same time that we are thus delighted widi 
having the object of our hopes in sight, a sort of 
aeoet anxiety kov^ars occieionally over the mind, on 
recollecting that it has been affirmed, from octdar d^- 
monstrationf that the magnificent opening now before 
us is only a bay. It would be needless, if not improper^ 
however, to enter into a lengthened detail of the rea- 
sons that might be adduced against that opinion, for 
such only can 1 call it ; let it suffice then, that there 
is at present every prospect of our being soon able to 
decide the subject in question, in a manner that will 
henceforth leave no doubt about the matter ; for the 
sea is quite clear to the westward as far as we can 
see, and we have a fine breeze of wind ; it is not 
indeed directly in our favour, being from the N. W., 
but it is sufficiently so, if it continues, to enable us 
to get to the entrance of the Sound, as it is gratuit- 
ously called, before to-morrow morning. 

It is astonishing the number of whales that have 
been seen to-day ; no less than fifty are said to have 
been seen in the course of one watch, (viz. four hours,) 
this afternoon. May this circumstance not be con- 
sidered as an indication of the opening before us 
being a passage from Baffin's Bay to another sea, 
into which these fish are now going, in consequence 
of their being pursued and harassed by the fishermen 
in these seas ? 

The mountains appear to have more snow on them 
than they had last year when we were here ; this 
may, however, in a great measure, be accoimted for, 
from our seeing them a month earlier this year, for 
it was on the 30th of August that we were at this 
place last voyage. Along the coast, however, and 
for about three hundred feet up the side of the 
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mountains, the land is, with very few exceptions, per- 
fectly clear of snow. We estimate the height of the 
mountains to be from sixtaeii hwinirad, to two thou- 
sand feet above the level of the sea. 

Saturday y 3\st. — We got this morning off the 
place that was called, last year. Possession Bay, from 
our having landed there and taken possession of the 
country. As we had it in a difierent point of view 
from that in which it was seen last year, it was not 
recognised until the pole erected on the top of one 
of the hills was seen. As soon as we got abreast of 
it the ships were hove to, and a boat went ashore 
with Mr. Parry and Capt. Sabine to make magnetic 
and other observations *, and during the time they 
were employed in making these observations, two 
men and myself were directed to proceed up the 
stream which flows through the valley, with instruc- 
tions to observe if any pieces of wood or bark were 
to be seen in the bed of it, and to make such re- 
marks on the nature and productions of the place as 
might be deemed usefiil. We commenced our ex- 
oirsion from the mouth of the stream, at which 
place it is, as near as I could judge, from thirty-five 
to forty yards broad j and at low water, as was the 
case when we landed, not above knee deep : there 
is at this place however a bar across it, within which 
it both deepens and widens. The depth of it, for 
about one hundred and fifty or two hundred yards 
within the bar I was not able to determine, being 

* The latitude at the mouth of the stream was found to be 
73*» 31' 16^ N., and longitude TT 44^ 42* W. (by chronometer) ; 
the variatiom of the compau bjr the mean of levecal azmmtha 
108® SC westeriy, and the dip, or rerticai inclination of the 
dipping-needle, 86^ 9^. 
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too considerable to wade across it : its breadth at 
that place was, I think, from forty-five to fifty feet. 
The tide went up it to the distance of two hundred 
and fifty or three hundred yards, as was evident by 
the tide-mark left on its banks, and the bones oi 
whales that were lying on the left side of it at the 
above distance from its mouth. The bed of the 
stream above the bar as far as the tide went consisted 
of soft, vicid mud ; beyond this it became rough and 
hard, consisting of loose stones and sand, which was 
indeed the nature of the bottom all the rest of the 
way as far as we went : it continued likewise nearly 
of an uniform breadth, that is, from forty to fifty 
yards, and every part of it beyond where the tide 
flowed, was fordable. 

The first thing that attracted our notice in going 
along the bank of the stream, was to meet human 
tracks in so perfect a state, that, had the place been 
known to be frequented by man, we should have 
supposed that people had been here only a few days 
before ; but one of the men who was with me, as 
well as myself, remembered that we had been on the 
very same spot, where the tracks were observed, last 
year gathering plants, so that we had not the small- 
est doubt of their being the remains of our own foot- 
steps made last year, for had ajiy Esquimaux been at 
this place since we were here before, it is more than 
probable that they would have taken away the pole 
on the hill j for, from what we saw of them last year, 
nothing could be a greater prize for them than a 
piece of wood of the size of that in question. Be- 
sides, we observed that the impression of the heel of 
the shoe was deeper than that of any other part of 
it, which would not be the case were they the tracks 
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t)f Esquimaux, for they never have heels to their 
shoes or boots ; and, in fact, the size and shape of 
the footmarks were such as to satisfy us perfectly as 
to their origin. From this circumstance we may 
conclude that there is no great fall of snow in this 
country in the winter, for doubtless the melting of 
it would have efficed these tracks. After tracing 
' them for some distance we resumed our course up the 
stream until we came to the foot of a mountain, 
which from the sea appeared to terminate the valley 
through which it flowed : but instead of finding the 
source of our stream here, as we imagined, we found 
that it issued from another valley to the right, or 
southward and westward. Our time being limited, 
we could not follow it any farther ; at this time we 
were, as near as I could judge, about three miles and 
a half, or four miles, at the farthest, from the sea. At 
this distance from the coast there were only two or 
three small patches of snow in the whole valley, and 
there was very little of it indeed for a considerable 
way beyond this up the sides of the mountains. 
The only animals we saw during our excursion were 
a Fox, (Cams Vulpes, Lin.) ; a Raven, (Corvus 
Ccrax^ ' Lin.) ; several Ring-Plovers, {Charadrius 
Hiatkula^ Lin.); and Snow-Buntings, (Emberiza 
Nivalis^ Lin.) ; a bee was also seen, from which we 
may infer that there is honey even in these wild 
regions. We saw several tracks of bears, and some 
cloven-footed animal, from their size apparently those 
of a reindeer, neither of them however appeared to 
be very recent* Considering the high latitude in 
which this place is situated, vegetation flouristfbs re- 
markably welU for wherever there was moisture tufts 



Digitized 



by Google 



62 K VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

of grass and various plants grew in considerable 
abundance; creeping, or ground willow, was the 
only ligneous production we met with, the diameter 
of the thickest of them that I saw did not exceed 
that of a person's finger, and, generally speaking, they 
were not so large. 

The fixed rocks consisted chiefly of basalt and gra- 
nite, and in the valley there was a vast quantity of 
limestone, in loose fragments ; but I do not recollect 
having seen any rocks of it : granite, quartz, sand- 
stone, trap, felspar, and various other minerals, were 
to be met with in considerable abundance in the bed, 
and about the banks of the stream before-mentioned. 
On our way back to the boat 1 picked up a piece of 
whalebone, two feet ten inches in length, and two 
inches broad : it had forty two holes in it, placed 
nearly in a straight line, and at regular distances 
from one another along one of its edges : these holes 
were perfectly round, and of a size sufficient to ad- 
mit a goose-qiiill. Besides the holes just mentioned, 
there were also fine oval holes along the middle of it, 
at the distance of eight inches apart. We supposed 
it had been part of an Esquimaux sledge ; and from 
the situation in which it was found, it is probable 
that it had been carried there by some of these people; 
for it was between three and four hundred yards from 
the sea, and about the same distance from the stream 
we went up ; so that it could not be brought by either 
to the place where it was found. 

On returning from our excursion, we found that 
the tide had risen so much that we could not wade 
across the bar at the mouth of the stream. The tide 
appeared to flow from the northward, or most pro- 
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bably out of Lancaster's Sound ; for this place is si- 
tuated to the southward and eastward of it. It was 
just low water at the time we landed, and during the 
three hours we were ashore, it rose between three 
and four feet ; but from the distance up the beach 
that the bones of whales, sea-weed, and other things 
that must have been washed up by the sea, was found, 
it would appear that the tide rises considerably 
higher than what might be expected from the result 
of our observation on it to-day. I ouglit to observe, 
however, that in all probability, a very heavy sea sets 
into this bay occasionally, for when we landed, al- 
though the wind was very moderate, there was a very 
considerable surf breaking on the beach j- so that 
ivhen it blows hard from the eastward, it may be pre- 
sumed that the sea runs so high as to have washed 
the bones above-mentioned up to the place where 
they were lying ; that is, some distance beyond the 
regular tide-mark. The water deepens very suddenly 
in this bay, for we sounded as we were coming 
ashore, and found fourteen fathoms' water within a 
cable's length of the beach ; and even closer than 
that its depth must be considerable ; for just as we 
were landing, two whales were observed so near the 
shore, that I expected at one time that they would 
run themselves aground. Whilst we were ashore 
they tried for soundings on board, with a line of two 
hundred and ninety fathoms, and found no bottom ; 
but on recollection, I ought not to mention this as a 
remarkable circumstance, for they sounded in a 
thousand fathoms last year, in the Isabella, in the 
very same place, or at least pretty near it. As the staff 
planted at that time on the hill, already mentioned, is 
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still' standing, it would be unnecessary to erect ano« 
ther this year ; but, in order to leave some memorial 
of this our second visit, a sort of obelisk, or rather a 
pile of loose stones, was erected on the right bank of 
the stream, and about two hundred yards from the 
beach ; and under the pile was buried a quart bottle, 
containing a slip of paper, on which were written the 
names of ships, and commanders, and the time when 
we were here. Having now given an account of every 
thing that I saw during this excursion, that appeared 
to me to be deserving of notice, I shall again resume 
the narrative of our transactions on board. Immedi* 
ately the boats returned (one being on shore £rom 
the Griper), we made sail towards Lancaster's Sound ; 
but the wind being at the time rather against us 
(N. K by compass) we made but little progress 
during the remainder of this day. 

Sunday^ August 1st. — The wind still continuing 
to blow out of the Sound, we have as yet got but a very 
little way into it ; every thing else, however, appears 
favourable, the sea is perfectly clear to the westward, 
as far as we can see, and aheavy swell is setting from 
that direction, from which we may conclude that 
there is neither land nor ice very close to us on that 
side. We passed sevaral streams of ice to-day, indeed 
on the north side of the Sound, but they lay so dose 
in with the land, that they oflered no obstruction to 
our progress ; and, with r^ard to icebergs, it may 
be almost said, that they have totally disappeared, 
for there has been only one seen to-day. It has been 
observed that since we got within the capes that 
form the entrance of this magnificent Sound, that 
the colour of the water changed from its usual light 
green colour, to a dirty brownish hue. 

IS 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO THE ARCTIC RIXIONft. fiS 

Monday t 2^« — There being but very little wind 
this forenoon, we availed ourselves of the oppor- 
timity thereby occasioned for sounding, which occu- 
pied a considerable portion of time, for we had no 
less than one thousand and forty-eight fathoms of 
line out before we found bottom ; it was estimated, 
however, that the actual depth was not above eight 
hundred and fifly, or niue hundred fathoms, as there 
was a ver^' considerable portion of stray line. The 
deep-sea-clamm was used on tliis occasion, the sound- 
ings brought up, conaisted cliiefly of mud, intermixed 
with small stones, and pieces of broken hhclls of a 
ver}- delicate texture. At eight o'clock in the even- 
ing a breeze sprang up from the southward and east- 
ward, accompanied by fine clear weather, which ena- 
bled us to have an excellent view of the land on 
both sides this spacious opening, and although we had 
not as yet got so far into the Sound as we were last 
year, frequent visits were nevertheless made to the 
Crow's Nest*, to look for Croker's Mountain, for 
such was our anxiety, that we began to look for what 
we had good reasons to suppose did not exist, and 
that too before we got far enough to see them if they 

* This is the nsine given by the Greeolmnd fishennen to a 
look-out place they have at the mast-head. It is frequently made 
of a cask, by taking one end out, and cutting a scuttle in the 
other for a person to get through ; the use of it is to shelter the 
person looking out for whales, or the best lead amongst the ice, 
from the inclemency of the weather . i l^a^i n* m lt.m. . i.*»if 
up, one at the main, and the other st liie roii?*itv4t»i Ucaii, aiwl 
whenever we are amongst the ice, one or other of Uiitri b alwayi 
occupied by some person looking out for the tecst way to 
through, and to-day they have, as 1 hove i " 
frequently visited by persons looking aut f<iri 
never sec. 
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did exist. There is every appearance, at present, 
however, of our being able before long of satisfying 
ourselves on this point ; I shall therefore forbear to 
say any thing more on the subject until that period 
comes. We saw an immense number of whales to- 
day again, between thirty and forty being seen in 
every watch ; it has been remarked, that a great many 
of them were of a small size. I observed that they 
went in shoals in the same way that porpoises usually 
do, generally coming to the surface nearly about the 
same time, and diving in the same manner. We 
passed in the course of the day a great number of 
what is commonly called sea-blubber, (Medtisa)^ on 
which I think it is very probable the whales feed; 
for it is a sort of food well adapted to the formation 
of their mouth, requiring little or no mastication, an 
operation which the whale is by no means calculated 
to perform. 

As we came along to-day, we observed that the 
stream, or ledge of ice mentioned yesterday, still 
stretches to the westward, but so close in with the north 
land as to be no impediment in our way. Amongst 
it were seen this evening, three icebergs, but of so 
small a size that we would have hardly noticed them, 
had it not that so few have been seen of late. 

Ttcesday^ 3d. — We made considerable progress 
to the westward to-day, for we were at noon (by 
chronometer) in longitude 80° 30' W», and since that 
time we have had an excellent run, for at eight 
o'clock in the evening, we were by account in 82*" W., 
and if the breeze continues but a few hours as it is 
now, we shall decide whether land exists where it is 
said to have been seen last year; at present the weather 
is perfectly clear, and there is nothing to be seen to the 
westward but a clear sea ! 
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Tlie south Imnd, after pssnng Cape ^ 
trends to southward and westward* fonuig a larjee 
bay^ the bottom of which was so dtstaat from v% 
that it is presuming too much indeed to caH it a bar, 
as it might, for aught we know, be a pawige to the 
southward. The land to the westward of thb bar, 
or opening, appeared to be lower than that on the op- 
posite side of it, and the (brmatjon, or c o n tomi of it, 
differed also from that of the land to the eastward ; 
for it appeared somewliat like that which is caOeil 
Table Land, whilst the land that we have paired n 
full of acuminated hills, rising one abo^e a oother 
from the sea-side, to the top of the mouotaim. Oa 
the north side, and alittle to tfaewe<ward uf the bar 
or opening that I hare just been de^enbiaf^ there i« a 
similar gulf, or passage, and of greater extent thaa 
the above; oar distance fron the northeramont part 
of it was likewise too considenUe to enable os to 
speak with certainty of the continuity of the bod ; 
it appeared to us indeed as if it oonsisled of a nui nbef 
of islands. The land to the westward of this opening 
differed also in its features frooi that on tiie north 
nde of the entrance of Lancaster's Sound, for its out^ 
Kne appeared to be more regular, and less elevated 
than the latter, and it has much less snow on it. As 
we were sailing along this forenoon, we happened to 
pass close by an iceberg, to which a boat was sent tm 
take some azimnths, and, to our suqnise, the result 
of them gave less variation, nearly by two d^;reea, 
than we found in Possession Bay, notwithstanding we 
have every reason to think thj^ we are approaching 
the Magnetic Pole; but these observations were taken 
rather too near noon, so that they are not so much 
to be depended on as those taken the other day. 
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Whilst the boat was at the berg, they were employed 
on board sounding ; they struck bottom in three 
hundred and seventy-three fathoms, soft mud, and at 
the same time a tide, or current, was found setting 
N. Gd"" E. true, at the rate of seven fathoms per hour. 
Wednesday y 4fth. — The momentous question so 
often alluded to in the course of this narrative, (and 
indeed a subject of conversation for nearly a twelve- 
month past,) has this day been decided in the manner 
in which I always thought it would be, that is, that no 
land exists on the west side of Lancaster's Sound, where 
it was sail! to have been seen last year ; for we were 
to-day at noon in longitude 86'' 56' W., which is nearly 
three degrees to the westward of where it was laid 
down. It would perhaps be unbecoming to take a re- 
trospective view of the opinions and arguments ad- 
vanced by those who maintained that Lancaster's 
Sound was of all others the place that appeared most 
likely to be the opening or inlet through which the pas- 
sage so long sought after would ultimately be found ; 
because a review of that kind might be considered as a 
triumph over those who have the misfortune of being 
this day proved to be wrong. Although people may 
refrain, however, from making an ostentatious parade 
about their own merit or judgment, yet they cannot 
avoid feeling a secret satisfaction that their opinions 
have turned out to be true ; nor is it indeed necessary 
to stifle these inward pleasures. But, to abandon the 
subject, I shall resume my diary by relating the rest 
of the events of the day, leaving to others the task 
of contrasting and judging of the respective merits 
of the deeds and opinions of the parties or indivi- 
duals concerned, for upwards of two centuries, in pro- 
jecting or performing voyages to this country, similar 
to that on which we are employed. 
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We tried for soundings several times during the 
day with different lengths of line, from fifty to one 
hundred and seventy fathoms, but never struck bot- 
tom ; and, as we had a fine breeze in our favour, it 
was not deemed proper to lose time in sounding to any 
greater depth ; and probably had the Griper been 
able to keep up with us, we should not have sounded 
so often, or to such depth as we did. 

We lost sight of the south land since eight o'clock 
this morning, (the weather being perfectly clear,) 
and we have been at an average about twenty miles 
from the north land during the whole day, (but some- 
times much nearer,) so that these straits, if they 
may be so called, are certainly of the first magni- 
tude, both with regard to their breadth, and depth. 

The land on the north side that we passed to-day 
is of a different description from any that I have 
seen in this country before ; the whole of the coast 
appeared somewhat like an immense wall (in ruins) 
rising almost perpendicular from the sea, to the 
height, as near as I could judge, of about five hun- 
dred feet. The surface of this precipice consisted of 
horizontal strata of different thicknesses, and the 
debris that fell from them formed a kind of buttresses 
at the foot of the rock. On some of the strata also 
that projected out farther than the rest along the face 
of the precipice, there were collections of the moul- 
dering remains of the superincumbent rocks ; so that 
from the variety of shapes and sizes that these heaps 
of rubbish assumed, the regularity of the strata, and 
the uniformity that prevailed in the height of the 
rock, this bold coast presented altogether a very 
interesting appearance. Notwithstanding its general 
character was such as I have just been describing, 
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yet in some parts of it there appeared to be inlets or 
chasms in which were apparently very secure har- 
bours ; but our distance from it was too great to 
enable us to speak with any degree of certainty on 
this point. 

The surface of the country inland, as far as we 
could see, had very little snow on it, which I thought 
might possibly be owing to its being so plain that no 
part of it afforded shelter for the drifl>snow to lodge 
in ; its height was also very inconsiderable, for it ap- 
peared to rise but very little beyond the clifl& along 
the coast. We found the sea quite clear of ice as 
we came along during the day, with the exception 
of a few small bergs ; but, in the evening, we came 
to what appears to be an island, with a ledge of ice 
extending from the north and south ends of it as far 
as we can see. That which runs from the north end 
appears to reach as far as the land ; but as it happened 
to become hazy just as we made the ice, it is possible 
that we might have been deceived as to its extent. 
At all events, as long as we are not interrupted by 
land, a little stoppage by ice is a matter of very 
little consequence j for I have no doubt but we shall 
manage to get through it. Between the island just 
mentioned and the north land, or that along which 
we have been sailing all day, there appears to be a 
large open bay, or, it might perhaps be more pro- 
perly said, that the land opposite this island trends 
to the northward and westward, instead of due west 
as before. As we approached the ice this afternoon 
we saw from twenty to thirty whales. 

Thursday J 5th. — The weather had been foggy 
since yesterday evening until five o'clock this after- 
noon, so that we had been during that time little 
better than stationary, standing alternately off and 
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on along the^ edge of the ice, in readiness to take 
advantage of the first opening that would be discover- 
ed when the weather cleared up ; but to our disap- 
pointment, when this happened (between five and six 
o'clock in the evening), we found that the ice extended 
from the island mentioned last night to the north 
land, a distance of about thirty miles. This body of 
ice appeared so compact that it would be folly to 
attempt to force through it, more especially as it 
extended to the westward farther than we could see ; 
we had the satisfaction, however, of not seeing any 
land beyond it in that direction. We had no other 
choice then but to remain inactive, looking at the slow 
dissolution of this immense barrier of ice, or proceed 
to the southward in hopes of finding a passage to the 
westward in that direction. As the latter route 
(although not leading so directly to the westward) 
afibrded more immediate employment, and, at the 
same time, prospect of success, it was determined to 
try what could be done by shaping our course to the 
southward and westward. As we were sailing along 
the edge of the ice, we discovered another island, 
about six or seven miles to the southward and west- 
ward of that seen last night, and about the same dis- 
tance, farther on in that direction, more land appear- 
ed. The whole of the space between these islands 
and the land just mentioned was full of ice, which 
extended indeed for several miles to the eastward of 
them, so that we could not approach within some 
distance of either the one or the other. These islands^ 
as well as the land beyond them, have very much the 
appearance of that which I have been describing 
yesterday ; the islands in particular appeared to rise 
almost perpendicular from the sea to the height of 
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between two and three hundred feet j they had very 
little snow on them, their top or surface being, like 
the land alluded to, almost level- In this respect, 
however, the land to the southward and westward of 
th^m differed from them very materially, for the in- 
terior of it, at least that part of it that bounded our 
view, rose to a considerable height, and the hills that 
composed it were well covered with snow ; its sur- 
face was, however, generally speaking, smooth, that 
is, free from rocks or abrupt precipices. The depth 
of water off these islands corresponds (as I have ge- 
nerally observed to be the case) with the boldness of 
the coast, for we sounded in the forenoon in one hun- 
dred and thirty-five fathoms (soft mud), and in the 
afternoon it increased to one hundred and sevenly- 
five fathoms, the same sort of bottom. Although we 
are at present checked a little by the ice, our hopes 
of success had reason to be increased by a certain 
circumstance that was observed to-day. The cir- 
cumstance I allude to is the vast number of white 
whales (Beluga^ Lin.) that were seen in the course erf* 
the day, from which it is not unreasonable to conclude 
that there is a passage from where we are, as far at 
least as M*Kenzie*s river, for that traveller mentions 
his having seen them there. People inclined to be 
sceptical, however, would probably consider this dr- 
cumstance as of little or no importance, and perhaps 
not at all deserving of being noticed in the light in 
which I have mentioned it ; but as I am not a cold 
speculator, disregarding every thing except facts that 
amount almost to a positive proof, I hope to be ex- 
cused for mentioning such circumstances as these, as 
they may be attributed to my confidence of success. 
As there was nothing particular doing in the forenoon, 
a couple of boats were sent to try if they could kill 
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one of the fish above mentioned ; but we found that 
they were too wary for us, notwithstanding every art 
was practised for the purpose of getting near them, by 
pulling and sculling after them, and, at other times, 
lying stai when they happened to be coming towards 
us. The latter method appeared to promise most 
success ; and had we a gun harpoon, I have no doubt 
but we might have succeeded, for they generally 
came within thirty or forty yards of us before they 
dived. On coming under the boat, they used to re- 
main for some time apparently viewing our motions ; 
but they took care to keep always at such a depth that 
it was impossible to reach them. The average length 
of these fish was, as near as I could judge, from 
eighteen to twenty feet ; their tail was horizontal, 
like the rest of the order (Cete) to which they belong, 
and they had a spiracle in the crown of their head, 
through which they respired in the same manner as 
the common whales do : their colour was, with few 
exceptions, perfectly white ; these exceptions were 
two or three that I saw of a dusky hue. 

Whilst we were pursuing them to-day, I noticed a 
circumstance that appeared to me rather extraordi- 
nary at the time, and which I have not indeed been 
able to account for yet to my satisfaction. The 
thing alluded to, is a sort of whistling noise that 
these fish made when under the surface of the water ; 
it was very audible, and the only sound which I 
could compare it to, is that produced by passing a 
wet finger round the edge, or rim of a glass tumbler. 
It was most distinctly heard when they were coming 
towards the surface of the water, that is, about half 
a minute before they appeared, and immediately 
they got their head above the water the noise ceased. 
The men were so highly amused by it, that they re- 
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peatedly urged one another to pull smartly, in order 
to get near the place where the fish were supposed 
to be, for the purpose of hearing what they called 
a " whale-song :*' it certainly had very little resem- 
blance to a song, but sailors are not generally the 
most happy in their comparisons. 

.Several fish of another genus of the cetaceous 
tribe were seen this forenoon for the first time this 
voyage, viz. the Sea Unicom, or Narwhal, (^Monodon 
MonoceroSj Lin.) They were seen together in a 
shoal, in the same manner that the White- Whales 
went. 

Friday^ 6//1. — The weather having cleared up 
about noon, land was seen very distinctly to the 
southward and eastward of us, which forms, with 
the land to the southward and westward of the two 
islands before mentioned, a large inlet or opening 
leading about S. S. W. true. The west side of this 
inlet is full of ice, so that in getting on we shall be 
obliged to sail along pretty near the south-east land. 
I shall therefore not say any thing respecting its 
appearance at present, as we are likely to see more 
of it hereafter. We sounded to-day in one hundred 
and eighty fathoms, soft mud. A great number of 
white-whales were seen again to-day, and a few also 
of the common, or black-whale ; seals were also seen 
in great numbers, both on the ice and in the water. 
The compasses have become within these two days 
so sluggish in their motions, that they are almost 
useless, for all bearings of land are obliged to be 
taken by astronomical observation, that is, by the 
bearing of the sun, and the ships are indeed con- 
ducted more by the same means than by the com- 
pass, so that, when that luminary is obscured by 
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foggy weather, it is a difficult matter to kaow which 
way we are going. 

Saturday^ Jth. — ^As we happened to be at no great 
distance from the south-east land to-day, it was 
deemed an object of importance to draw dose in 
to¥^ards it, for the puqpose of sending a boat ashore 
to make (magnetic) observations, the compasses being 
as I have already mentioned, in such a state ^, that 
we have reason to suppose that we are at no great 
distance from the magnetic Pole, t It will be seen 
from the result of the observations made on this 
occasion, that our supposition cannot be fiir wrong ; 
for the dip, or vertical inclination of the dipping- 
needle, was 86* 28', and the variation 118** westerly j 
and Captain Rater's azimuth compasses, notwith- 
standing their delicate construction, were so sluggish 
in their motions, that they required to be very nicely 
levelled, and frequently tapped before the card tra* 
versed* From these circumstances it may be veiy 
easily seen what little dependence there is to be 
placed in our compasses on board, which, in addition 
to the disadvantages they labour under from their 
construction^ are at the same time so much affected 
by local attraction, that they can no longer be trusted 
to as guides ; but if successful, the more difficulty 
the greater merit. Besides the Egyptians are said 
to have circumnavigated Africa long before the use 
of the compass was known, and why should not we 
circumnavigate America two thousand years after, 

* I need only mention one circumstance to shew the state in 
which the compasses were in on board, which is, that when the 
ship's head was west, the variation was 180^ or, in other words, 
the north point of the compass pointed south. 

t The latitude of the place where these observations were 
made, was 72** 45' N., and longitude 90"^ IC W. 
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without the help of that useful instrument ? 1 wish 
only that no greater obstacle than the want of 
compasses may impede us, and then I am sure that 
we shall accomplish our object ; but to leave the 
subject for time to prove, I shall briefly notice such 
circumstances as came under my observation to-day 
during my excursion on sHore. 

The part of the coast where we landed, and, in- 
deed, every part of this land that we have yet seen, 
is, generally speaking, low near the sea-coast, and 
rising gradually inland ; but no part of it, as far as 
our view extended, rose to a sufficient height to be 
called mountainous^ It had very little snow on it,* 
its appearance at a distance was very barren, and on 
getting to it we found that it« distant prospect 
had not deceived us ; for it was one of the most 
sterile spots that I have yet seen, even in the Arctic 
regions. Of vegetation, it could hardly be said that 
any existed ; a few small tufts of grass along the 
banks of the streams, and, here and there, some 
stunted poppies, composed the chief part of the 
Flora of this place. Lichens might also be enumerated 
amongst the vegetable productions of this land, but 
as these are to be met with in every place where 
rocks exist, it can hardly be necessary to mention 
them. It appeared to be also very thinly inhabited 
by animals of any description ; all that we saw were 
J. couple of Ptarmigans (Tetrao Lagopus^ Lin.), and 
a few Snow-buntings. We have reason to suppose, 
however, that some quadrupeds live on it, although 
we did not see any, for we found in a sort of cave, or 
excavation in one of the rocks, a quantity of white 
hair, or fur, which we supposed to be that of a fox ; 
and, in the same place, there were several seals* 
bones, from which it may be concluded, that the 
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visiUnt of that retired spot must have been* at all 
events, a carnivorous aniinaL No traces were seen 
of any human beings being here before ourselves, 
but if any should ever happen to \isit the same 
place hereafter, it is probable that they will not 
have the same thing to say, for, on the top of a hill, 
about half a mile from where we landed, we planted 
a pole that might be seen at some distance, having a 
piece of board nailed across the top of it, on which 
woe painted these words : *^ His Britannic MajmH 's 
ships, Hecla and Griper, August 7. 1819," and at a 
short distance from the staff was buried a quart bottle, 
in which was a sUp of paper, containing the folUnr- 
ing short, but veiy exphcit, piece of inforuiatirMi : 
<* His Britannic Mtqesty'n ships, Hecla and (inpcr, 
were off this coast on the 7th of Angu^t, Ifclfi, ui 
search of a north-west passsge/' With respect to 
the mineralogy of this place, I have only to re 
that the fixed rocks consisted dueiy of u 
which was in a very disintegnted state; br.xig wa 
what like lime in the act of slaking. Tur ^rLfJC 
of all the loose pieces of stone in tije ut*x"-.*y^.''^^A 
of these rocks was incnisted «.ti« usm^ »; - -. i-'i»C^ 
apparently, been in a fluid stav-, Tx ,* y^^.i * . f-'^*' 
like the top of a cauliflower tiiaj;* mx») *:..^/ * ^1^ I '/>.. * 
compare it to. This iocru^aC^Jt* was t^A '/^. - '-^.c V/ 
limestone slone^ Ibr I obter^^-l Vxsl ^ .jr*/^ i^*^' ># 
hornblende, or wfaamcr <>lXjcr mxTj^rr^^ i^vyf^^^/i *j^ 
lie on these rocks, were cwst/ J ..\ * -^ ^ogft^ !•-■*• .*t^ 
The limesto ne ap^^cart^: V/ v/v ;y>** 'r / *. .* 
Sor£K:e of tins \xLd^ i^jt v>t S^ . ^4 % ^s^m$^ 
tha^ ran between two j*^.u% *a ,r:j^/^$t^^ wm 



* Hie tOBpcnesn ^ v^e w-m^ *M ^m irxi^M mm ¥/-, u^ 
of the ar m *e i^A^ >.)^ siuf V 'Su* .^^ wi^ -^ *mH»«4 
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composed entirely of clay slate, and the rocks along 
shore, wherever they appeared, were also of this 
kind. The beach did not appear to be much beaten 
by the sea, for the rocks and loose stones that com- 
posed it did not bear the marks of much attrition. 
This may, in a great measure, be attributed to the 
manner in which it is guarded by ice, for all along 
shore there was a chain of large pieces of it from 
eight to ten feet thick, which of course shielded all 
within it from the violence of the sea, that is to say, 
if such ever exist. 

The most part of this ice was floating when we 
landed, but when we came off the greatest part of it 
was aground, having been left on tlie beach by the 
ebbing of the tide, which during the three hours we 
were ashore had fallen six feet. It had ebbed before 
we landed about eighteen inches, so that the rise and 
fall of the tide at this place may be estimated at 
twelve, or fourteen feet. We observed that the ebb 
set to the southward and westward, consequently the 
flood must come from that direction, a circumstance 
which I think must be evident to every person as 
very much in our favour ; for if the flood came from 
the Atlantic, why not come through the extensive 
passage formerly called Lancaster's Sound ? To this 
it may be answered, indeed, that the opening or 
inlet which we are in, may communicate with the 
Atlantic through Cumberland's Straits, or any of 
those passages between this and Hudson's Bay, and 
that the flood may come from that direction. That 
such may be the case is certainly true, but when a 
question admits of two solutions, it is not unreason- 
able to put that construction on it, that is most 
congenial to a person's views. But to abandon this 
field of conjecture, 1 shall briefly state the few 
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remaining occurrences that came under my observ- 
ation in the course of the day. When speaking of the 
beach, I omitted to mention, that, in the little pools of 
water left when the tide ebbed, we found myriads of 
small shrimps, or what are vulgarly called sea^lice; on 
the beach there were also a great number of shells of 
different kinds, the greatest part of those tliat I saw 
consisted of the Venus and Mya genenu 

Sunday^ Sth. — We came this morning to a 
compact barrier of ice, that extended in an oblique 
direction from the west land, to the south-east land, 
or that which we were on yesterday. We were by 
this means reduced again to two alternatives, viz. 
to wait here* until an opening might happen to take 
place in the ice, that would enable us to proceed on, 
or to return again to the northward, to see if any 
favourable change had taken place there of which we 
might take advantage. As the distance we have to 
go back is not very considerable, it was deemed most 
proper to retrace our course again to the northward, 
than to remain inactive at this place. Other consi- 
derations might also be mentioned, tending to favour 
this resolution ; in the first pUce the northern pas- 
sage, if I may so call the opening described on the 
5th instant, appeared to lead directly to the west- 
ward, or in fact it seemed to be a continuation of the 
spacious passage, through which we came from 
Baffin's Bay ; and, in the second place, we have had 
eiq>erience enough of the ice to know that extraordi- 
nary changes take place in it, without any apparent 
cause, for we have often seen the most compact 
bodies of it opening, without either wind or tide 

* Our latitude at noon was 72^ 13' N. and longitude 90® ^ W., 
which must have been very nearly the farthest that we went in 
this inlet. 
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affecting it in any way that we could perceive. 
Under these circumstances, we are not without hopes 
that, by the time we have reached the place alluded 
to, some favourable change may have taken place in 
the state of the ice. Although I have thus endea- 
voured to shew, that the northern passage appears to 
lead more directly in the way in which we want to 
go, yet I am far from thinking that the inlet which 
we are in, does not also communicate with the sea 
seen by Messrs. Hearne and M*Kenzie. Its extent, 
indeed, and the depth of water that we have found 
in it, are too considerable to lead us to suppose that 
it terminates near where we were when stopped by 
the ice ; for at that place, it must have been at least 
from forty to fifty miles broad, and the depth of the 
water, although we were only a few miles from the 
land, was from thirty to forty fathoms ; and yesterday, 
when we were more amid channel, we tried for 
soundings with a line of two hundred fathoms up and 
down, and yet we did not strike bottom. 

From these considerations then, in addition to the 
fact mentioned yesterday respecting the tide, it, I 
think, appears very obvious, that this inlet commu- 
nicates with the ocean, through another channel 
bjesides that through which we went. 

Monday J 9th. — We have been working to the 
northward all day, along the eastern edge of the ice, - 
that is, between it and the south-east land. In this 
channel we have, during these few days past, seen such 
a number of the common, or black whales, that our 
(Greenland) masters seem to think that an establish- 
ment, or factory, situated here for the purpose of 
killing whales, would be very likely to turn out a 
lucrative speculation ; for, in addition to the oil that 
might be collected, a vast quantity of ivory might 
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also be procured ; for we have seen, duriog tbe 
that we have been in this inlet, hundreds of narwhab^ 
or sea unicorns,, and I understand that their horns are 
^^rX good ivory. I have of late spoke so oRea of 
magnetism, that introducing that subject again, wiD, I 
have no doubt, £^pear little better than a recapitula- 
tion of what has already been said. I cannot h^ 
mentioning, however, that we observed Uy-day tbe 
compasses to be so m^ch afiected by local attiactioDg 
that, in whatever direction the ship's head happened 
to be placed in, the north point of compass pointed 
towards it. This was more particulaiiy obvious in 
Captain Kater^s suspended needle, which, from the 
delicacy of its construction, went round r^ularly as 
the ship's head moved, when ^e went about : the 
other compasses, indeed, traversed so badJy, that they 
frequently remained almost stationary for some time 
afler the ship changed her course; but by being, 
tapped a little by the hand they generally traversed 
round, until, as I have already said, their north point 
coincided with the direction of the ship's head. The 
cause of this directive power of the ship on the com* 
passes may easily be accounted for, at least, it appears 
to me to be simply thus : that, as the greatest part of 
the iron in the ship is situated before the binnacles, 
that is, betwieen them and the ship's head, the north 
point of the needle will of course be attracted in that 
direction* It is unnecessary to observe, from what 
has been said, that the compasses are now become 
totally useless. An instrument was got up to-day, 
however, that promises to be a very good substitute 
for them whenever the sun shines ; but when that 
luminary is not visible, it will be of no man- 
ner of use, for it is in fact a sun*dial, divided like 

G 
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the mariner's compass-card into thirty-two points, 
or rhumbs; and for the sake of greater accu- 
racy these points are again sub^divided into de- 
grees. In the centre of it there is an index, 
gnomon, or nave, that revolves on a pivot, so that 
by knowing the time of the day, the course the ship 
is steering is easily ascertained by turning this index 
towards the sun ; for it is obvious that when the 
azimuth or bearing of the sun coincides with that 
point of the dial that is of the same denomination, 
all the other points of the horizon will correspond 
with the respective points of the same name on the 
dial-plate. For instance, at noon, or when the sun 
is due south, if the point of the dial marked south 
be turned towards the sun, all the other points of it 
•will be directed to those of the same name in the 
horizon ; and that which points towards the ship's 
head, if the dial is a midship's, will of course be the 
direction she is going in at that tfttie. I ought to 
observe at the same time, that the dial should be 
adjusted at least every three quarters of an hour, 
to correspond with the. motion of the sun in azimuth, 
and whenever the ship alters her course it will ne- 
cessarily require to be adjusted afresh. From these 
different corrections or adjustments being so often 
required, it would seem at first to be rather a trouble- 
some guide, and, when compared with that invaluable 
instrument, the compass, it certainly is so ; but under 
the present circumstances, it is, as I have already re- 
markeiij; an useful instrument. The makers, and if 
I mistake not the inventors of this instrument, are 
Messrs. Atkins and Harris. 

Tuesday i \Oth. — The weather has been foggy 
during the greatest part of the day, so that the 
compass-dial above described has been of very little 
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use to us; our course was so bounded however by 
the land on one side, and the ice on the other, that 
a compass was very little required, for it was impos*> 
.sible for us to go much out of oqr way. 

The land that we have passed during these two 
days, appeared to be as barren as that on which we 
landed to the southward (on the 7th inst.) ; it dif- 
feredirom it however in some respects, being in the 
first place considerably higher, and along the coast 
much more rugged, not unlike the land on the north 
side of the passage* 

Wednesday^ 11th. — The weather being foggy the 
greatest part of the day, it was impossible withou 
compasses to know which way we were going; we 
therefore made fast to a floe of ice, and watered the 
ship from the pools on the surface of it. Jn the course 
of the afternoon several Narwhals were seen about 
the ship; and, as we tiad notliing particular to do »t 
the time, a boat was lowered and sent afteiLthem, to 
try to kill one if* possible ; in this they succeeded 
without much difficulty, for one was secured by the 
first harpoon, and I have no doubt, had fishing been 
our object, but many more might have been got. 
Notwithstanding his size, we managed to hoist him 
on board without being cut up ; we could not. conve- 
niently weigh him ; but I should imagine from his bulk, 
when compare4 with the sea-horse, or Walrus, that 
we killed som^ time ago, that he would have weighed 
upwards of two tons. The difierent measurements 
taken of him are inserted in the following page; 
I have therefore to add only the few remarks that 
appeared to me worthy of being noticed. In tlie 
first place, then, as the horn is the most prominent 

« 
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object about this irii, it sar Mt be iimipii to 
say a few words respecting it, ip aiMitiu e to tke 
dimensioos given below. It protnided Bvmk the 
left side of the upper snoot, in a line paiaDel with the 
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body of the fish taken lengthwise; on the opposite 
side of the snout there was not the least appearance 
of a horn, or protuberance of any kind, as is said to 
be frequently observed in these fish : but much greats 
anomalies than this have occasionally been met with, 
for instances are known where the two horns grew 
to the usual size, and, if I am rightly infonoed, 
many instances have occurred where the horn on the 
right side has protruded through the skin. The 
female of this fish is said never to hav6 any horns, 
and, owing to this circumstance, I have been told that 
it frequently happens at the custom-houses, where 
our whalers give an account of the fish that they 
kill during the season, that all the unicorns they have 
taken are said to be " she ones,** in order to evade 
the duty on the horns. The narwhal has no teeth, nor 
the appearance of any other substance that can an- 
swer as a substitute for them, so that their food, like 
that of the common whale, must be of a very soft 
nature ; their tongue is also like that of the latter 
fish, not at all calculated to assist in mastication, 
being nothing but a mass of soft fat adhering 
nearly throughout to the under part of the mouth. 
The eyes were small, considering the size of 
the fish; they were deep-seated, but not so fer 
in as to be situated in the socket of bone that was 
underneath them. The form of the eye, or rather 
of the eyelids, was that of a triangle, whosfe sides 
measured about three-fourths of an inch. The 
tail of the narwhal is Uke the rest of the cetaceous 
order, horizontal, and consists, like that of the com- 
mon whale, of gristly fat, covered with skin, like the 
rest of the body. The fins are also formed of the 
Same materials, so that it may be said that these fish 
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In concluding the diary, or events of the day, I 
ought ta mention that we sounded in the afternoon, 
whilst fast to the floe, in one hundred and seventy 
fathoms water, soft clay-coloured mud. Our distance 
from the east land at the time was from eight to ten 
mil^Sr 

Thursday^ 19th. — We observed to-day that ^the 
compasses traversed with greater facility than they 
have done for some time past ; Mr. Jennings' insulating 
compass was found to agree within five degrees with 
the plane of the magnetic meridian •, so that we 
may infer, that by going to the northward we recede 
from the magnetic pole. It must not be understood, 
however, from this, that the compasses have improved 
so much as to be of any use yet to navigate, or steer 
the ships by them ; on the contrary, we were obliged 
to remain fast until six o'clock this morning to the 
floe that the ships were secured to yeslterday fore- 
noon, on account of the weather, during that period, 
being so foggy that it was impossible to know which 
way to steer. The distance that we have gone, in- 
deed, from the place where I spoke of the compasses 
last, is not sufficient to make any great difierence in 
this respect : for our latitude to-day at noon was 
only yS*" N. and longitude 90*^ 34' W. We sounded 
this evening, in one hundred and ninety fathoms 
water, (soft mud). 

* As it 18 possible that this expression may appear eqaiTocal, 
it may perhaps be necessary to observe, that by saying that the 
compass agreed within five degrees with the plane of the magnetic 
meridian, I meant that the north point of the compass, or rather 
the needle itself, coincided within five degrees with the plane of 
the M« meridian, as determined by an azimuth compass on 
the ice. 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO THE AACTIC ESCIOMS. 89 

Fridmft IStk. — A boat went ashore this IbretiooOt 
to examioe an inlet or creek thai appeared in the 
east land, where they found a very good harbour* 
having an isUnd at the entrance of it« that sheltered 
it from the violence of the sea : there was depth 
enough of water in it for a ship of any size, so that 
if this place should ever happen to be frequented by 
shipping, we can assure them of finding at least one 
secure harbour on this coast It is situated in lati- 
tude 73* lir N^ and longitude 89* 41' \\\ 

The land here is much higher, and the coast bolder 
than to the southward ; it is composed however of the 
same materials, viz. limestone. We find also, as I 
have frequently observed before, that the depth of 
the water increases according as the coast becomes 
bolder ; this forenoon when we were only about two 
miles from the shore, we had no leas than one hun- 
dred and thirty &thoms water, (soft mud). 

Since we got into deeper water, I observed also that 
the whales have been seen in greater numbers, and 
as for the narwhals they are seen swimming about at 
all hours of the day in shoals : it would appear from 
what we see that this is their time for copulating. 

Simdajf^ IStfu — We are still retarded by the ice, 
which extends, as I have mentioned some time ago, 
from the north land to the two islands that lie 
between it, and the south-west land. The distance 
between these islands and the nearest part of the 
south-east land (off which we are at present) is found 
to be considerably less than was expected, when we 
went down the inlet in which we have been for «ome 
days past; from the result of the diffen iit aiiglw 
taken for the purpose of determining the wulih ot 
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this Opening, it is found that the distance between 
the easternmost island, or that first seen, and the 
S. E. land, is only twenty-eight miles, and between 
it and the other island still less, being no more than 
twenty«six miles and a half. 

A boat landed to-day again on the- east coast, 
which they found to be more barren, if possible, than 
where we landed on the 7th inst. From the rainera- 
logical specimens brought off, it appeared to consist, 
like that to the southward, of limestone, in some 
pieces of which were found fossil shells, flint, and 
agate ; several pieces of madrepore were also brought 
on board. A pile of loose stones was erected on the 
top of a hill, near where the boat landed, under which 
was buried a quart bottle, containing a slip of paper 
intimating our being off this coast on such a date. 
The dip and variation of the magnetic needle was, 
as might naturally be expected from recent observ- 
ations, found to be less here •than to the southward ^ 
the latter was only 115'' W. Whilst the boat was on 
shore, we sounded in one hundred and seventy 
fathoms water (soft mud), being at the time not more 
than two miles ^ahd a half, or three miles at most, 
from the land. It is, perhaps, hardly necessary to 
remark, that the soundings and the formation of the 
coast corresponded, as I have always observed to 
be the case before, in the latter being bold, and in 
some places precipitous. 

Monday y iGth. — Whilst we were sounding this 
afternoon, a boat was made fast to the deep-sea-line, 
in order to try the force and direction of a tide or 
current that seemed to exist j the result of the trial 
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indicated its directioD to be N. N. W. (trar\ tmd 
going at the rate of a quarter of a mile per hmmr. 

The ice forms still a compact barrier to tbe ve<t- 
ward, so that it would be %ain to attemfit to liavrr 
through it ; we are, as u^uai, constantly uMmmMmdfd 
by whales, unicorns and, mithin the^e tvoor tbrre 
days past, seals €)f the kiml called br «ea 
back, from a dark-cokmrcd »tripe acmi« thnr 

Thursday^ VJih, — Nothing occumd Aurm^ tbeie 

two days past deserving of particular iioCicr« xht irr 

forming still a compact body to the veatward^ al dbal 

could be done was to sail about akiti|r its 

watching the first finxmnble cfcMife thai 

occur, to push through. Akboaeh trot v^f 

change has not yet taken place, there » cnctr pru^ 

pect to-day that it m ill soon happen ; fat a f€r'X9z 

breeze of wind sprang up last Bi;:ht from ca»t bv 

north (true), which already •eerri* to hate 

eflfect on the ice, for we found set eral looie 

and detached pieces of it, "^ " ^ ^ — — ^^tj - 

all directions. It is probal>le ditA, tint if tte wmA 

veers round to the northward and wentward, tfaa wc 

shall soon have a dear paaaa^^e : far tiicTr b pleoty «f 

clear water between this an J B^o'* Iky Um rMesvir 

an immense quantity ofict. As we hare mmm reman 

to hope, then, that this mill %oofi take jdaee, we got 

close in with the north land to-day, in order to be in 

readiness to get on immediatdy an opening ocrun^ 

which is presumed, from the direction of the 

will take place between that coait and the ire. 

Friday^ 90A. — We found to^ay, that our antin- 
pations respecting the ice \r^ turned ouf ftt# m wr 
wished and expected ; for a narrow di:' 4i di»- 
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covered between it and the land, which we entered, 
as might be expected, with great pleasure ; but the 
wind having become very light after we got close in 
with the land, we made but little progress ; we have 
the satisfaction, however, of finding, that there is an 
open channel along the coast as far as we can see to 
the westward. We got in the afternoon abreast of 
a deep bay in the north land, where we sounded in 
one hundred and thirty-two fathoms water, (soft 
mud). 

Sunday y QQd. — The weather was calm the greatest 
part of yesterday, so that nothing was done worthy 
of being mentioned. A light breeze sprung up, 
however, this forenoon, which enabled us to get 
on a little way. The part of the coast that we passed 
to-day was very much intersected with bays and 
inlets, some of which were of considerable extent.. 
The appearance of the land itself was somewhat 
similar to the same line of coast to the eastward, only 
it was more broken, and consequently it presented a 
greater variety of shapes* In some parts of it there 
were perpendicular clifls of very great height, but 
still retaining, like the other parts of this coast al- 
ready described, a stratified appearance. 

As the ships were making but little progress, on 
account of the lightness of the wind, a couple of 
boats were sent ashore in the afternoon to a sort of 
headland off which the ships happened to be at the 
time ; but a breeze of wind having sprung up shortly 
after we landed, our stay on shore was but very short-* 
A few observations were made, however, by which 
it was determined that the variation of the compass 
was 129'' W. ; the longitude of th^ place^ by sights 

17 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO THE ABCTIC KBOIOVft. 03 

fftken for the cfaronomeCen, Ol"" 55' W. ; and the 
latitude, by Cole*8 method, 7V Mf N\ What Jittle 
we saw of this coast was as barren as any place that 
we have yet Unded on ; for, with the exception of 
stunted pc^pies, there was scarcely any other r^ 
getable production to be seen on it. It appeared to 
be also but thinly inhabited by the animal kingdom ; 
for all those that we saw were some mallemucks that 
were hovering about the fiure of the rocks, where 
they apparently had nests ; a couple of gUuicous guUs, 
with their young : the old birds were shot, and the 
two young ones, being unable to fly, were brought 
on board alive. There was also another gull shot, 
which was about the size of the glaucouses, and re- 
sembled them almost in every other respect, except 
in having the primary feathers of the wings tipped 
with black, from which it was concluded to be that 
flpecies of gull called the Lotus Argeniaius^ which 
forms the connecting link between the glaucous and 
the herring-gull. Although the land seemed to be 
but thinly inhabited, the sea appeared to be as 
well stocked as usual ; for, during the short time we 
were on shore, six large whales were seen close in 
with the land, and a number of seals and sea-horses 
were also seen in the course of the day. The land 
appeared also to be indebted for a considerable por- 
tion of its ccmstituent ingredients to the sea ; for the 
rocks, which were of limestone, contained an im- 
mense quantity of marine fossil shells, and madre- 
pores. The former, in particular, composed such a 
large prc^rtion of the fixed rocks, that it would be 
difficult to find a single fragment of them of any size 
that did not contain many shells ; and if pieces m 
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which they were most abundant were to be selected, 
hand-specimens might have been got in which there 
were dozens of them. They were all, or at least 
all those that I remembered having seen, of the bi- 
valve kind, and appeared to consist chiefly of va- 
rieties of the Venus genus. 

In that part of the rock that was washed by the 
sea, I observed some horizontal strata of beautiful 
white marble } and I saw several loose pieces of it 
amongst the debris of the rocks that overhang the 
shore. These rocks, at the place where we landed, 
rose to the height, I should imagine, of between three 
and four hundred feet above the level of the sea ; 
but, from the quantity of rubbish that fell from 
them^ the only part of their surface that could be 
seen, was about twenty feet of their bas^ where 
these mouldering remains were washed away by the 
sea, and from sixty to eighty feet of the top of th^tn, 
from which the fragments in question fell. Their 
surface, both at their top and base, was stratified. 
Tha strata at the base appeared to be horizontal ; but 
those at the top seemed to dip a little to the west- 
ward, — a thing that I observed, indeed, in all the 
rocks that form this coast to the eastward. And, 
from other similarities of appearance between the part 
of the coast that we landed on this afternoon, and 
that to the eastward, I have little doubt but all 
of it is composed of limestone. Now, to conclude 
the remarks that I have been enabled to make during 
our visit on shore to-day, I have only to add one 
circumstance, which, I must confess, I feel less plea- 
sure in relating, than any other of the occurrences 
of the day ; it is, that we found the ebb-tide come 
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Ab aooe as tbe boat returned 
dl aaii to tbe veitward; but 
befcMe we got oKve tbaa a few 
tinued abnost a cabs dnriiig tbe rr< 
Dooii. Tbe weatber being aoe aikl m 
very extensive view in tbe e%ieniii|:, when tbe iiua gu 
low, so tbat if aoj tbii^ was wamiog to increase our 
hopes, tbe prospects betbre m tcMi^rit art certa.ii} « 
^piite adequate to sadsfy e% enr pcmn ; lor tberr sr* 
two bffge openings or passages in t^rftt to tbe 
ward, tbe one leading about nortb»west« and tbe < 
we8t-soutb-west(tnie); tbe ibmer is prrfectjy cjcar of 
icCf and what ice there is in the latter dors not 
appear to be sufidently close to obstruct our passage. 
Bdfbre concluding mv accoutt of tbe events of tlm 
daj, I ought to mention that two icebergs mere setn 
thk evenii^ because thev have* for some timr past, 
become rare objects. 

Mondojf^ 9Sd. — Our success to-day has been 
greater than the most sanguine could have expected, 
for we were to-day at noon in the ninety-fiflh degree 
c^west longitude, having, in the short ^lace of tbe 
last twelve hours, got no less than three degrees to 
the westward ; and if it were not for a kdge of ioe 
that we fell in with this afternoon, u .^.v_... ._i 
we should have added three degrees more to tjuf 
day^s run. We have no reason to c< ^nipbin, ai jivt. 
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however, of the delay occasioned by Jt, for although 
it has iAeed prevented us from making a straight 
course to the westward, it is not so compact as to 
obstruct us entirely, or indeed to prevent us from 
making very considerable progress through the lanes 
or channels that intersect it. But before I enter any 
farther into a detail of the occurrences of this day, 
1 must observe, that we are in the southernmost of 
the two passages mentioned yesterday afternoon ; 
the land between them, indeed, appears to be only 
an island, for we found after getting round the S. E. 
end of it, that it trended away to the northward and 
westward. On the east end of this island, if I may 
venture to call it so, there are two remarkable hills, 
resembling at a distance two boats, bottom up: from 
this circumstance, the headland on which they 
are situated, obtained the name of Boat Cape. 
Three or four leagues to the westward of this island, 
there is another smaller island, which differs from 
the former in its general features ; in the first place 
it is lower, and in the next place its surface is more 
regular, and its coast is not bounded .by rocks like 
that on which we landedyesterday j in this last respect, 
indeed, both these islands differ from the north land, 
for neither of them, as far as we have yet seen, have 
what is usually termed, a bold coast. The whole of 
the space between these two islands is full of ice, 
the most part of which appeared to be one floe, 
whose surface differed from what we have generally 
seen before, for it was full of round hummocks, that 
rose between two and three feet above the surface 
of the floe : it was remarked also, that this ice was 
much heavier than any we have seen before this 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 97 

season, being estimated to be at an average between 
eight and nine feet thick. It was obs^ed to- 
day, that, as we came to the southward and jvest- 
ward, the compasses became more sluggish again in 
their motion, so that it may be presumed we are 
again approaching the magnetic Pole. 

Tiiesday^ Mth. — I omitted to mention, that when 
we were abreast of the two islands described yester- 
day, that there was a long piece of land to the south- 
ward of us, which ran in a direction nearly east and 
west. The divStance between this land and the 
islands above-mentioned, is, as near as we could es- 
timate, about thirty miles. We never came close 
enough to it to be able to say any thing respecting 
it, any farther than that it resembled the land on 
the west side of the inlet that runs to the southward 
in the ninetieth degree of west longitude, which has 
already been described ; and, from the trending of 
the north side of that land, as far as we saw it, it is 
probable that what we saw yesterday is a continu- 
ation of it ; but as this is a matter of very little con- 
sequence to us, it is quite unnecessary to say any 
more on the subject. 

To commence then with an account of the occur- 
rences of the day, I have to observe that we have 
had another fine run to the westward ; for we were 
at noon in longitude 98° W., and we have every 
prospect of getting on, indeed, more so, if possible, 
than we ever had before ; for, with the exception of 
some streams of ice to the southward and westward 
of us, there is an open sea, as far as our view extends. 
In addition to that, another circumstance occurred 
to-day, from which, I think, a favourable conclusioH 
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may be drawn. The circumstance in question is, 
that we have had a fresh and steady breeze all day 
from the northward, a thing that has not happened 
before" to the same extent since we entered these 
Straits, if the passage that we have come through 
may be so denominated ; for the wind, whenever it 
blew steadily for any length of time, has always 
been from the eastward, or. westward, or, in other 
words, in the direction of the passage ; and, as far 
as my own experience goes, and, indeed, by what I 
can learn from others, it appears to be almost a ge- 
neral rule, in straits, or narrow channels, for the 
wind to blow either out or into them, particularly 
when it blows fresh, as was the case to-day. It may 
be presumed then, upon these grounds, that we have 
now got an extensive sea to the northward of us. 
We passed three or four low islands to-day again.; 
but as it would be somewhat dijfficult, and at the 
same time of little importance to give their relative 
situations, with respect to one another, I shall 
merely observe, that their features are entirely of a 
different cast from the land to the eastward, their 
surface being smooth, low, and apparently sandy; 
the depth of the water corresponds also with the na- 
ture of the land, for we sounded at one time in 
thirty-four fathoms, and the greatest depth of water 
we sounded in was seventy-eight fathoms. 

Wednesday^ 25th, — The wind being from the 
westward to-day, we have not been, able to make 
much progress. The islands mentioned yesterday 
were in sight all day, and a range of higher land, 
apparently islands also, were seen to the northward* 
The sea still continues to be shallower than we usually 
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had it, for we sounded several times to-day in from 
thirty to forty fathoms water, when at least seven or 
eight mUes from the land. 

Thursday^ 26th. — The wind still continues to blow 
from the northward and westward, so that all the 
grdund we have gained for these two days has been 
hy beating to windward between the land and the 
ice, which we find extends in a compact body to the 
westward, at the distance of between four and five 
leagues from the islands to the northward. In some 
places indeed this channel of clear water is much 
nai-rower, but the ice does not in any place, as far 
as we have yet seen, join the land, and I think it is 
prdbable that as long as we find land to the north- 
ward to stop the polar ice from drifting down upon 
us, that we shallalways find a passage to the west- 
ward aloilg tHe land. I do not mean, however, to 
say that a passage will without any interruption be 
constantly found to exist between the land and the 
icef ; on the contrary, I am aware that a southerly 
wiad inay give us occasional checks, by forcing the ice 
in with the coast, but immediately the wind changes 
to the^ opposite direction it will necessarily have the 
cbtittoiy effect. This is not indeed a matter of spe* 
cfUlation^ nor do I intend it to be considered as such, 
for both this and last year's experience have afforded 
iiS'SO many instances of the truth of what 1 have 
skid, that I have no hesitation in giving it as my 
opinion' that the vicinity of land to the northward 
will always be in oUr favour. My object in being so 
particular on this point is, because there are some 
amongst us quite of a different opinion. 

Fridnfft^tk. — We h^d a: slant of wind in oar 
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favour to-day, which enabled us to make consider- 
able progress, for we were at noon in longitude 
102° 30' W., latitude W 03' N. ; and, as far as present 
appearances go, we have every reason to suppose 
that, if the wind continues, we shall add a few 
more degrees to the number before this time to- 
morrow. No land has been seen to the southward 
for these three days past, but the ice extends in that 
direction as far as we can see, and is about the same 
distance from the islands to the northward as I men- 
tioned yesterday. I ought to observe, that as we 
came along, more islands have been seen to the 
northward ; they are of the same character as those 
I described four days ago, that is, low near the coast 
and rising gradually towards their centre. 

Saturday i^ Q8th. — A boat was sent this forenoon 
to an island to make observations for determining the 
variation of the compass, which, somewhat to our 
surprise, was found to have changed from west to 
east, or, in other words, it exceeded J 80°, if the 
usual term of westerly variation was to be continued. 
In consequence of the sluggish manner in which 
the compasses traversed, and the observations being 
made very near noon, when the sun moved slow in 
azimuth, the result of these observations were, as 
might be expected, rather wide of one another, for 
the first set of azimuths I took gave the variation 
167° E.; the next set 168° E. ; and the third and 
last set 169° E. : the magnetic dip, or vertical incli- 
nation of the dipping-needle at this place, was 
88° 27'. * The place where these observations were 

* For the magnetic dips given in different parts of this journal, 
I am indebted to Mr. Gr^ths (of the Griper), who has been good 
enough to furnish me with these observations. 
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made we found to be in latitude 75* IV N^ and ktngK 
tude, by chronometer, lai** MT W. The tide mas 
flowing when we landed, and, during the tour boun 
we were on shore, it only rose sixteen inches ; the 
flood came from the northward and westward. This 
island was, as near as I could judge, about ten miles 
in length, that is, if it is taken tor granted that its 
greatest diameter is from north to south or in the 
direction that we viewed it ; but it is possible that I 
may be premature in thus attempting to give its 
dimensions before we have seen all round it, for it 
may extend to the westward farther than we have 
any idea of yet. It resembled exactly, as to appear* 
ance, the islands that we have been passing for seve- 
ral days past, that Is low near the coast, and rising 
gradually towards the interior. The seaK*oa.Ht, and 
a considerable part of the surface of it, indeed, as 
far as we went inland, was composed of fine sand ; 
and the fixed rocks, wherever they were seen above 
the surface, was found to consist of white sandstone 
of a very soft and fine texture ; and I have no doubt 
but the islands that we have passed lately are com* 
posed of the same kind of stone, for e\'er since we 
got amongst them the soundings have been found to 
consist of fine sand; whilst that brought up by the lead, 
when we were passing the high land to the eastward, 
consisted of soft mud that effervesced when tr>uched 
with acid. The vegetation on this island was when 
compared with what we have btely «ren, rather 
luxuriant; moss in particular grew in con^idrral^le 
abundance in the moist valleys and almig tlie banks 
of the streams that flowed from the hilN, The*e 
streams were, indeed, at this time '^nuM drwil ii|| 
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their ^urce, viz. the snow, being entirely dissolved ; 
along the beach, however, there were numerous frag- 
ments of heavy floe-ice aground, and in one place 
there was an extensive ledge of it firmly attached 
to the beach, with its surface covered with sand, 
in such a planner, that a cursory observer might take 
it to be a part of the land. 

We saw no animals of any kind on this island ; but 
we found evident proofs of its having been frequented, 
not only by different species of the brute creation, 
but that it had also, at some period or other, been 
inhabited by man ; for, at the distance of about a 
quarter of a mile from the shore, we found the ruins 
of six huts close together on the side of a hill. From 
the dil£q)idated state of these ruins, it was impossible 
to draw any certain conclusions as to what time they 
had been inhabited, but it must haye certainly been a 
long time ago, for nothing remained of them but the 
stones that marked their size and site } and, fropi 
the small number of stones that the ruins were com- 
posed of, it is probable that they were only temporaiy 
resid^ice^. They had been all nearly aboi^t the sao(^ 
size, that is, abQut twelve feet long a»d from eigliijt 
to ten feet broad, be^d^es a spj^ce about three ^t 
squ^e formed l^ fpur flagis stet up on the^ edge, at 
the end of each hut. I understand from those th^ 
have been often ampngst the l^uimaux huts in 
iGrreenland, that they ha^ve sdways a small ap^trtQient 
of this sort at ope end of tljeir hut, }n wlpijic^i they 
k^p 9II tfteir provisions J §0 that we }i(jayi^fer from 
tl^3 qircjmgjstapce tjtia^ the ru^ji? we h^ve seei^ tp-^^y 
belonged to a sm^l l^i^l^e or p^^ty ojf E^qpiqnau^ that 
wejre here probably on a summer excMriSfion. Th^e in- 
clined to give these ruins greater antiquity, may consider 
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them as one of the resting-places of the Esquimaux 
in their emigration from Asia to Greenland ; for, ac« 
cording to the tradition of the Greenlanders them- 
selves, their forefathers came originally from the 
westward. But be this as it may, it does not at all 
appear to me that the ruins we have seen to»day are 
likely to be one of the stations occupied at that re- 
mote period, more especially as a more probable 
way of accounting for them may be assigned to a 
party of Esquimaux having vi^ted these iahnids 
during some of their excursions from the coMt of 
America ; for we know, from Heame^s Accoam, that 
that continent is inhabited by these peo|^ nearly op- 
posite to where we are. 

Although we are left in doubt as to ' 
island was visited by man, we hare verf 
proofs of its bdng receadj hihahired hr 
animals, for we foond mmerooi tnckt ^ 
supposed to be rdndeer, §omt ^ i 
very lately made ; and nerenl <if tA«r Mn*, mA 
small portions of tfaetr hatf; vere loaod m ddknat 
places whare they bad beeft hr^i^ ^^ tod an 
equally good proof of tibk piaoe btanir imfueutod \ty 
Musk-oxen (^Bo$ MotAatm^ Liu.^, &ir wt htut^d 
the skeleton of one in a f^erifs^ alate^ <w>^ Urtie 
the bones of the \egfk were $ cfMnu 4 fnm ijm mm, 
most probably by wme canmoriMm aoittaL TW 
skull and ham mere ferfetc^y eoske i but UiMs iUt 
appearance of the horm, and iadeed iff ilm^ UiM:t m. 
general, they nmnt have hee» expM^I W tM «r«a^ 
ther at least one wiaUr. Wltetht^ ttj^ ^:>/vm «/a<fc# 
we saw were dueAf thorn id ttn^ aMMik^4^«^., 4^ 
reindeer, it is impoUiMe to «^ } tMt ^ m^. ^0x4 /* 
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judge from th^ number of deer's horns we saw, we 
should be inclined to consider them as being princi- 
pally those of the latter animal. It would appear 
that bears also frequent this land occasionally ; for 
we found two or three of their skulls, and their 
tracks were pretly numerous along the beach. On 
the sand-hillocks along the shore, there were immense 
numbers of small sea-shells of the Venus kind, 
which had unquestionably been carried there by some 
animals, for they were considerably beyond the tide- 
mark. 

From all these circumstances, then, it is very 
evident that this island is frequented occasionally by 
different kinds of animals, although we had not the 
good fortune of seeing any of them, which indeed 
is not to be much surprised at, for the weather be* 
came hazy very soon after we landed, and continued 
so during the whole time we were on shore, so that 
it would be more a matter of chance than any thing 
else if we saw any animal. 

On the top of a hill, or rather a rising piece of 
ground, about two miles from where we landed, a 
pile of loose stones was erected, close by which a 
quart bottle was left, containing a slip of paper men- 
tioning as usual the ship's name, and our being off 
this coast on such a day, &c. Whilst the boat was 
ashore they sounded on board in forty fathoms (mud) ; 
and, by making a boat fast to the deep sea-line at 
the time they were sounding, it was found that a 
current or tide set to the southward (true) at the 
rate of half a mile per hour. 

Monday^ 30th. — The weather being foggy the 
whole of yesterday, and during the greatest part of 
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this day, it was impossible to know which way to 
steer amongst the ice, which, during these two days, 
hasf, as far as we could see, surrounded us in every 
direction. Our chief occupation, therefore, during 
this period, was sounding ; and by means of a small 
net, and a dredge that were occasionally fastened to 
the deep-sea-line, a great variety of small shells and 
star-fish were brought up from the bottom. About 
five o'clock this afternoon, howevei-, we found em- 
ployment more congenial to our wishes, for the 
weather having at that time cleared up, we cast off 
from a floe to which we had been fast, and made sail 
to the westward, round the south end of the island 
on which we landed two days ago. 

Tuesday i 31st. — We made fast to a floe of ice again 
last night and remained there until nine o'clock this 
forenoon, when we cast off and made sail as near as 
we could judge to the westward. I have said as near 
as we could judge, for it was impossible to say with 
certainty which way we went, for the weather was 
so hazy the whole day that the sun was never seen 
distinctly j but we were able, for most part of the 
time, to distinguish the direction he was in from the 
brightness of that part of the heavens, and directed 
our course by it accordingly, for the compasses have 
for some days past been again quite useless, their 
north point being invariably directed towards the 
ship's head in whatever direction it may happen to be 
in. At night, then, wTien the sun went down (for he 
sets now for a short time) and left us as it were without 
any means of knowing our way, necessity suggested 
a plan to steer by, which deserves to be remembered, 
inasmuch as* it is one of the best proofs of the truth 
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of the o4d proverb, " liiat necessity is the mother of 
invention,^' and at the same time shews und^- 
what circumstances we were occasionally obliged to 
prosecute our voyage. The instance in question, 
then, that occurred as the only means left for us to 
direct our course by, was to keep the Griper right 
astern of us ; which was her position when we shaped 
our course by the last faint view we had of the sun. 
We sounded frequently during the night, and indeed 
throughout the whole day, as a necessary precautkM 
under the circumstances we were placed in. Tlic 
greatest depth of water we found during the whole 
day was fifty-two fathoms, and the least twenty-three 
fathoms (mud and sand). We bad ice around us in 
every direction the whole day, but we never found 
it so close at any time as to obstruct our passage ; 
and, had it not been for the state of the weather, it 
is probable that we should have found openings clear 
of it altogether. We had, in the course erf the day, a 
VCTy good view of the manner in which the floe-ice 
is formed j for the surface of tlie water being smooth, 
the snow that fell upon it formed what is called 
sludge, which, no doubt, had the weather been a few 
degrees colder, would have become ice. In those 
places where there was a considerable portion of open 
space between the larger pieces of ice, the undul- 
ations of the surface of the water gave this sludge a 
curious variegated appearance, not unlike the painted 
imitations of blue and white marble, the sludge form- 
ing the white, and the surface of the water the blue 
part of it. 

Ever since we got amongst these low islands, it 
has been remarked that very few birds, or indeed 
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animak of any kind, have been seen. A 
few Mallemucks and Seak, I bdieve, would 
comprise the whole list. 

Wednesday 9 September IsL — When the 
weather cleared up this morning, we found 
ourselves within three or four miles of 
what appeared to be anodier Bsnt island, 
apparently of greater extent than any of 
those we have passed to the eastward* 
The eastern extreme of it bore at tfaia 
time N. by W. (true), and the western ex- 
treme due W. (true). We happcBed to be 
sounding at the time it was seen, aad, 
notwithstanding the natnse of the land, 
we found ourselves in forty-five firtbom^ 
water, soft mud« 

We have been runnii^ >loDg tbis land 
(for it is presuming too nuicb to call it aa 
island), the whole day, and we find that 
it presents, as fu* as we have yet seen, the 
same appeaninoe as that port of k that we 
^rst saw in the morning; that is, few ncai* 
the coast, and rising gradually towaidb 
the interiw, but the hei^it of any part of 
it we have yet seen is very incon^denUe. 
Its surface is, generally q>eakin^ evea, 
and is, I may almost say, entirely dear 
of snow, for I s^^w only one or two smaH 
patcl^ of it the whde day ; the sea to 
the southward, however, is rm^frH Trflh 
ice as far ^ we can see, atid alwg tbe 
shpre there are pieces of it ^ouud all 
the way that we lu^ve come to Jav, Ijut tbt 
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channel between the land and the ice is sufficiently 
wide for our purpose, being at an average from two 
to three leagues in breadth, and the least depth of 
water that we sounded in to-day was seventeen 
fathoms, and it was supposed that we were on a bank, 
for we were at the time about five miles from the 
land. I believe that 1 have omitted to mention that 
no land has been seen to the southward since the 
24th of last month, all the islands that we have 
passed since, being to the northward of us. 

The same paucity of animals, as I observed yes- 
terday> still exists ; a solitary Phalarope was the only 
bird seen to-day, and one or two seals were all that 
we saw of the watery inhabitants. 

Thursday^ 2d. — The wind having died away 
about noon, two boats were sent ashore to make ob- 
servations, and to afford a party of the officers an 
opportunity of having an excursion on the land that 
we have been coasting along during these two days. 
We found it to be inhabited, like the island that we 
landed on, on Saturday last, with musk-oxen and 
reindeer : of the latter we saw a couple, but they 
were so frightened by the sight of a dog that we had 
with us, that we could not get near them. 

From the immense number of cloven tracks, and 
the great number of deer and musk-oxen's horns 
that we met with, it is very clear that this land must 
be well stocked with these animals j a great part in- 
deed of the body and skin of one of the latter animals 
was found in such a perfect state, that there was no 
doubt of its having been killed this summer. The 
hair was exceedingly long, and as fine as any wool ; 
its prevailing colour was black, mixed with a little 
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white hair of the finest texture, and shorter than the 
other, Sevieral of the skulls and tracks of bears 
were also found here, so that we may presume that 
they are likewise inhabitants of this land; and on 
the top of many of the dry hillocks that we passed^ 
we found numerous burrows, some about the size of 
rabbit holes, and others much smaller ; the Ibnner 
we supposed to be fox-holes, and the latter of field- 
mice. That mice are inhabitants of this land is 
beyond a doubt, for we saw a great many of their 
skeletons lying about the hiAes above 
Of the feathered tribe I believe only 
was. seen, namely, the Ptarmigan^ and of these \ 
ral were shot by some of the cAcers of the Griper ; 
but whilst we were ashore, several large flocks of 
snow-buntings passed the ships, a flock of geeie, 
and another of ducks, were also seen comiiig off 
from the land, most probably commencing their mi- 
gration to a milder climate. 

Along the beach, there were an immense number of 
small shrimps, and various kinds of shells, the latter 
indeed we found abundantly scattered about every 
where as far inland as we went, being, no doubt, as I 
have already observed, carried there by birds, or 
some quadruped that feeds on the Aniynsjft they oxi- 
tain. The soil of this land is much superior to any 
that we have yet seen in these r^ons ; along the 
shore indeed, and for a little distance inland, it con- 
sists only or fine sand, but, beyond this, the surface 
is covered with black mould, which, in a temperate 
climate, 1 have no doubt would be very productive, 
for even here, in the valleys and places where there 
was any moisture, it produced grass of considerable 
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length, and the finest moss in abundance. At this 
time, however, the soil was so much dried up, that 
the greatest part of the vegetation was in a state of 
decay. 

My description of this land to the eastward, ren- 
ders it unnecessary to say any more about it, for the 
formation of it where we landed to-day, agrees 
exactly with that described yesterday. Of its mi- 
nerals, little, or, I may say, nothing, can be said, for 
rocks, or even loose stones, of any size, were rarely 
to be seen. On the tops of the hiUs and places where 
nothing grew, the surface was covered with small 
pieces of a greenish friable stone, that crumbled 
easily by the pressure of the hand. A few small 
pieces of quartz, clay, slate, and limestone, were also 
occai^onally met with ; but, as I have already said, 
not 'in sufficient abundance to be considered as 
forming a constituent part of the country. 

Several sets of azimuths were taken on shore, but 
we found that their results taken separately difiered 
in the same manner as those taken at the last 
place where we landed ; collectively, their mean re- 
sult ga/ve the variation 149° easterly. liie dip, 
or vertical inclination of the magnetic needle, was 
found to be greater at this place; than at any 
other, where it has been tried befote, being 88"* 45'. 
The latitude of the place where these observations 
were maderwas74° 58' Nt and longitude by cbvo- 
nom^er 107'' W. Wei hbd nluch pleasure to-day 
again^ i in 'fiiidifngithat the {flood-tide comes frony<tke 
westward'; citvwas ebblAg when We landed^ axid it wfeis 
found thatduringthe five hours we were on shore, it 
only fdl aboiit'four feet, so that we may •condiide 
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that the rise and fall of the tides at this place are very 
inconsiderable. If we were to judge, however, of 
their rise and fall from another circumstance that was 
observed, we should be apt to draw a very different 
conclusion : the circumstance I allude to, is the ske- 
leton of a whale, and some pieces of fir«-wood, that 
were found at the distance of between two and three 
hundred yards from the beach, and which were sup« 
posed to have been washed up there by the sea. That 
the wood had been carried hither by the sea, is I think 
beyond, a doubt* ; and as to the bones of the whale, 
it is very obvious from whence they came. The only 
way then in which I can reconcile this fact, with the 
rise and fall of the tide, is by supposing that, in the 
spring, when the ice breaks up, pieces of it may be 
driven up considerably beyond the tide-mark, by the 
violent shock, or pressure of one floe being driven 
upon another by the wind, &c., consequently, what- 
ever happens to be lying on the beach will, of course, 
be forced inland by the ice. That floes do force 
smaller pieces of ice on shore in this manner, when 
they happen to come with velocity against the land, 
is a fact that I have no hesitation in affirming to be 
true, from the many instances that I have seen of ice 
aground where we knew it could not have been floated 
by the tide. 1 am not disposed, however, to assert 
that this is the way in which the bones and pieces of 
wood in question, were carried to the place where they 
were found ; I haire only suggested that they might 
possibly be driven there by the above means. 

• The pieces of wood in question bore indeed evident marks 
of their having been brought here by the sea, for they were 
bruised into thin lamansBy and^brcs^ hy the presKire of .the ice.- 
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Friday, 3d. — We were coasting along the land 
again to-day, but the wind being very light we made 
but little progress j our longitude in the afternoon by 
chronometer was only 108°, We have the satisfaction 
however of finding that want of wind is our only ob- 
stacle, for the sea is quite clear along the land. 

Saturday, 4^th. — At seven o'clock this afternoon, 
we accomplished the first portion of the discovery of 
the north-west passage, deemed by the British go- 
vernment worthy of reward ! for at that hour we 
crossed the meridian of 110° of longitude, west of 
Greenwich. The exact time of our crossing it was 
well ascertained, for we had good sights for the chro- 
nometers at six o'clock P.M., the mean of which gave 
longitude 109° 50' W., and the patent log shewed 
when the other ten miles had been accomplished. 
The only land in sight at this time was that on which 
we landed two days ago, and it is somewhat remark- 
able, that, at this very place, there should be a bold 
cape, which is indeed the first and only high land 
that we . have seen since we made this coast. The 
ridge of high land, or mountains, that terminated in 
this promontory, extended inland as far as we could 
see. A little to the westward of the above cape, a low 
projecting point of land juts out to the southward, so 
as to form between them a sort of open bay. The 
land to the westw:u:d of this assumes again its usual 
form, namely, low, smooth, or even surfaced, and 
rising gradually from the coast towards the interior. 
The sea to the southward is still covered with ice, 
but there is as usual an open channel between it and 
the land, as far as we can see to the westward, so that 
nothing appears to be wanting but a brisk breeze of 
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wind to enable us to get on. I observed this after* 
noon a notable instance of the restless, or ambitious 
disposition of the human mind, for I remarked, that 
for some time past, mostly every person expressed it 
as the consummation of their wishes, if we could 
only reach the longitude of 110'' W. this season ; but 
no sooner was this completed^ than it was b^nn to 
be computed, what time it would take us to reach the 
longitude of ISO'' W., or the seccmd place specified 
by the late Order in Council respectii^ the north- 
west passage ; and some are even so sanguiiie as to 
consider it very probable, that we shall get that £»* 
before the winter sets in. It is not my intention to 
make any animadversions on the subject, nor did I 
indeed mention the above drcumstance with any 
other view, than merely, as I have said, to show that, 
when man is possessed of any object that he may have 
been in pursuit of, so £aT firom being satisfied there. 
with, he immediately sees another object, the pos- 
session of which would, in his opinion, add more to hit 
happiness thad that which he has obtained. In the 
instance in question, however, I think our ambitioa 
is a Aery laudable one ; and however improbable its 
accomplishment may appear, we certainly ought to 
live in hopes. 

Sunday^ 5A. — I omitted to mention in my 
diary of yesterday's occurrences, that we passed, 
early in the morning; a part of the coast wheie 
there was an opening in the land which some were 
disposed to consider as an inlet, or division be- 
tween the part of the land that we are abreast of 
at present, and that on which we landed on the 2d 
instant, or, in other words, that they are two dis* 

I 
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tinct islands. I am inclined, however, to think, thirf; 
this is not the case, for in the first place we passed 
the opening in question at night, so that it was im*' 
possible to say, with any degree of certainty, how far 
it extended ; and, from the great length of this land, 
it is but natural to suppose that it has considerable 
breadth also, and that the opening above mentioned 
16 only a deep bay or inlet that runs into it. After 
pnayers to-day, all hands we called on deck, when. 
Mr. Parry told the ship's company, in an official man« 
ner, that we had last night passed the meridian of 
110® west of Greenwich, and by that means became 
entitled to the reward of 5000/. promised by parlia* 
ment to the first ship that reached that longitude be- 
yond the Arctic circle. He took also this opportu* 
nity of informing them, how highly satisfied he was 
with their past conduct, and that he had no doubt, by 
their continuing the same zeal and perseverance they 
have hitherto shown> but that we shall ultimately 
accomplish the object of the expedition, and by that 
means become entitled, not only to the whole of the 
pecuniary reward, but to the much more lasting 
honour cf being the first discoverers of the north* 
west passage; an honour, indeed^ which our most 
illustrious navigators for centuries back sought for in 
vain. TTie enthusiasm excited by this short, but pa- 
thetic speech, was truly astonishing, for the ardour 
that it inspired might be seen in every oountenance ; 
^iM I have no doubt whenever £Ui opprntunity 
t>ccurs of showing the impreission it made, its good 
effects will be very evident j but, to do every officer 
and man on the expedition justice, I firmly belie^^ 
they require no stimulus to orge them to their duty. 
In the afternoon we came to a low projecting point 
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of land, firom which a ledge of ooaqMCtioe extended 
to the aoothward until it joined the main body of it. 
As it would be in vain to att em pt to pan through 
tlus barrier, we prepared to anchor, and at three 
o^dock P. M. we came to with the small bower, 
in eight and a half fiohoms* water, at the distance of 
about three quarters of a mile from the shore. 1 
think it may be considered a remarkable instance in 
our voyage, that the first anchor we let go since wo 
left England was in the 110"* of west kmgitude.^ 

Monday^ 6tlu — A boat went on shore last even* 
ii^ after we anchored with two or three of the of- 
ficers, who, as usual, erected a pile of loose stones 
in a conspicuous place ; close by which they buried 
a quart bottle, containing a slip ci paper, on which 
was written the ships' names, and the rest of the in* 
formation usually given on these memorials. We 
landed again this forenoon at the same place, for the 
double purpose of making observations t, and bring- 
ing on board a quantity o( turf, which was reported 
by some of those who went ashore last evening to 
be found here in omsiderable abundance, and of a 
quality that promised that it would be found useful 
as an article of AieL That which was brought on 
board, however, does not appear to answer the fa« 
vourable report made of it ; but from what I can 

* The place where we anchored this afternoon, it, I beliere, to 
be called Coppermine Rosda, in cootequence of its being in the 
•ame loogitiide at the mouth of the rirer of that name, which Blr* 
Heame travelled to. 

f The latitude of the place where we landed to-day was fosnd 
to be 74"" 46^ 46* N., and longitude, by the chronometen, 110^ SQ^ 
W^ the variation, by the mean of aereral azimuths, IfT E^ and 
the dip 88^" 9(y. 

I 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



H6 A VOYAGK OF MSCOVERY 

learn, those who went for it, had not the good for- 
tune of falling in with the spot where the best kind 
of it was seen yesterday. Another article of fuel 
was found to-day, however, which, if we should have 
the good luck of finding in a considerable quantity, 
will be of the most essential benefit to us* The 
article I allude to is coal, several small pieces of 
which was found by different persons scattered about 
on the surface of the ground ; but not in sufiicient 
quantity to be of any other use than as specimens of 
mineralogy. AH the pieces of it that I saw were of 
a slatey texture, light, and burnt quickly with a clear 
white flame, and its colour had something of a 
brownish tinge. The basis of this part of the coast 
is composed of white sandstone, and the greatest part 
of the surface of the little peninsula ♦ on which we 
landed, was also covered with loose fragments of the 
same material. The vegetable productions at this 
place were less abundant than where we landed on 
the 2d instant to the eastward, but our stay on shore 
was so short, that we saw but little of the country ; 
but, if we were to judge from the general appearance 
of the land, we should, suppose it to be equally as 
productive as any other part that we have yet seen 
of this coast. No quadniped of any kind was seen^ 
but we found traces of the place being frequented 
by rein-deer, and musk-oxen, for besides their tracks 
being very numerous, several of their horns and bones 
were found scattered about. Of the feathered tribe 

* This peninsula was formed by a sort of open bay on one 
side, and a little inlet or harbour on the other ; one of the boats 
sounded the mouth of this harbour, and found the greatest depth 
pf water to be only fourteen feet. 
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I am in hopes that we shall be able, before long, to 
give a better account of some of them, than the bare 
statement of a distant sight. 

Wednesday^ 8tk. — The ice still forms a compact 
body to the westward, so that it would be vain to 
attempt to force through it. We found that, during the 
flood-tide, it drifts, as I mentioned yesterday,, to the 
eastward : we, therefore, in the afternoon, cast off 
from the floe to which we had been fast, and towed 
the ships to a hummock of ice that was aground in 
twelve fethoms* water, at about a quarter of a mile 
from the shore, where they were secured, to prevent 
their being carried to the eastward along with the 
drifting ice. A party of the officers that went on 
shore to-day killed several grous, and a white hare 
(Leptis Variabilis^ Lin.) : a fox, some field-mice, se- 
veral snow-buntings, were seen, and a large white 
bird, supposed to be an owl, probably the >snowy 
owl of Pennant and Letham, (Striae Ni/ctea, lin.) 
Four musk-oxen were also seen to-day before the 
boats landed, but those who went on shore had not the 
good fortune of falling in, or even seeing them after 
they landed. Several pieces of coal were picked up 
again to-day, and it was found that the same soil» 
mineral, and vegetable productions^ prevail here as at 
the last place we landed. 

Friday, 10th. — The wind being these two days 
past chiefly ft'om the southward and westward, has 
cons.equently kept the ice closely packed in with the 
land, so that^we are still obliged to remain in the 
same place that we have come to on Wednesday last. 
JiB nothing particular has been doing during this 
period, parties have been away for most part of the 
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time shoofing.* Their success hitherto, how^vert 
had not been very considerable, for two or three hsMT^s 
and a few grous are all that have been killed. All 
the hares are perfectly white, and of a large size. ; 
one of the first of them that was killed weighed eight 
pounds, which, I believe, is about the average weight 
of all of them that we have seen since. The pluqiage 
of a few of the grous are also entirely white^ but 
generally the backs and coverts of the wings are 
speckled with rusty yellow and dark spots, but the 
colour of the under part of the body of all of them 
is white. They are rather larger than the comipon 
partridge, but not quite so heavy as the red grous, 
or TetroQ Scoticus of Letham. A musk-ox was seen 
by some of the men who were on shore yesterday, 
one of whom fired at him, and, according to his own 
account, wounded him, but not mortally, for, aft^r 
spurring or tossing up the ground for a little tim^ , 
he took to the hills with greater speed than ap animal 
of his shape was supposed capable of going.. Al- 
though we have not yet seen many of these animals, 
it is very evident that this land must, be frequente^f 
if not constantly inhabited, by them in great i^uni- 
bers : for their bones and horns are found scattered 
about in all directions, and the greatest part of the 
carcase of one of them was seen to-day by one of the 

* A party went also to gather coals yesterday, and although, |t 
may be said that they were pretty successful when the quantity 
they collected is compared with what we have usually seen of it, 
yet I am not inclined to believe that we shall replenish our stock 
of fuel much in this country, unless we have the good fortune of 
discovering a bed of coal, for, after some hpurs' search in the 
place where it appeared to be most abundant| they only brought 
on board about half a bushel. 
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parties that were on shore. The skulls of two carni- 
vorous animals have also been picked up here ; one of 
them is evidently that of a wolf, and the other, which 
is considerably smaller *, appears to be the skull of 
some animal of the feline tribe, most probably the 
amorock of the Greenlander, which is supposed to 
be an animal of the lynx species. For the descrip- 
tion that John Sackhouse (the Greenlander that ac- 
companied us last year) gave of it, appeared to make 
' it an animal of this kind, for, if I am well informed, 
he described it as being very clear-sighted, and that 
it bounced with great rapidity on its prey. Notwith- 
standing the tide has such influence in driving the ice 
about, we find that its rise and fall is very inconsider- 
able, for, by a staff planted in the tide-mark on the 
beach, it appears to be no more than three feet ; its 
effects on the ice, however, is the same as I have 
already mentioned, that is, carrying it to the east- 
ward during the flood-tide, and the ebb-tide in the 
contrary direction. It has been remarked that the ice 
we have seen of late appears to swim lighter than that 
in Baffin's Bay. In order, therefore, to determine whe- 
ther there is any real difference in its specific gravity or 
not, I made a cube t from a piece of the hummock, to 
which the ships were fast these two days; and from 

* It is much broader, however, in proportion to its size than 
the wolf's skull ; in its shape it resembled very much the skull of 
the wild cat, but was considerably larger. 

f The sides of this cube measured one foot three inches and a 
half, and when floating in the sea alongside the hummock of ice 
from which it was made, two inches and three quarters of it re- 
mained above the surface of the water. The temperature of the 
water at the time was 31*^. 
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the result of tlie experimeot it 

cificallj lighter than any ice diat 

mitted to a similar tibl befiwe; diere 

one-fifth of it above the smftcse cilJbe 

Bs, in the former experiments of llie i 

were made at diffoent times* 

one-seventh was about Ibe praportian a£ like 

above, to that bdow the snzfKe cf liie water* 

Saturday^ Wtlu — One of the parties tint were on 
shore to-day shot a musk-ox, bat be was so iu fiom 
the ships that they could not bring bim on boanL I 
shall therefore forbear saying any thing respecting 
him in this place, as we shall most probably have bim 
on board to-morrow, and then a particular deacrq>- 
tion will be given of him. I nu^ observe;, how e i^ec , 
in the meantime, that a stake of him brought on 
board, was found to be much more palatable than we 
had reason to expect, from the accounts given of the 
rankness, or musky taste of their flesh. The speci- 
men that We have had of it to-day, however, is per- 
haps not sufficient to enable us to say much Ux or 
against the matter; but I am in hopes that we shall 
soon be able to speak with certainty on the sulqecty 
for a^herd of seven or eight of them were seen by 
another party that were on shore to-day, but the 
weather becoming rather thick, they were deterred 
from following them. I may remark, indeed, in this 
place, that the weather has within these two or three 
days past assumed a very wintery aspect, for the sky 
is almost constantly cloudy, die wind is nuidi 
sharper than usual; and whenever we haveacals, 
as has been the case for most part of this day, thcte 
is always a little snow falling. In fact, evcrf ^^'^ 
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tends to indicate the approach of winter ; at night, in 
particular, when the sun goes down, it is impossible 
to avoid reflecting on the nearness of that period that 
will inevitably arrest our progress for this season. It 
is possible, indeed, and 1 hope probable too, that if 
we once got through the ice with which we have of 
late been hampered, that we may get on a few de- 
grees yet before the winter sets in ; but certainly the 
advanced period of the season, and our experience 
of these seas, does not encourage us to be too sanguine 
of doing much more this year. 

Sunday^ Vith. — A good deal of anxiety prevailed 
to-^ay for the safety of a party of six men and an 
officer (the master) belonging to the Griper, who 
went away about four o'clock on Friday morning, 
with a view of travelling fifteen or twenty miles in- 
land, for the purpose of ascertaining the nature of 
the country, and to see whether reindeer, or musk- 
oxen were more numerous towards the interior than 
along the sea-coast. It was desirable also to know 
how far this land extended to the northward ; but, 
as it was not intended that they should be away more 
than a day, they took only provisions enough with 
them to last that period. They have now, hdWeyer, 
been away upwards of double that time, which be- 
gins to cause some uneasiness respecting them, more 
especially as the weather since yesterday afternoon, 
has been very unfavourable for them, being hazy, 
and snowing almost constantly during the whole 
time. In order to direct them, poles, with flags on 
them, have been set up on the top of the highest hills 
in the neighbourhood to-day, and to each of these 
poles a bottle was fasteoed, containing directions how 



Digitized 



by Google 





the 

whidi IB 

werelioiifec 

after dnk, mi 

of the 

30 the lop of m poAe< 

are abo boated at tbe i 
fired, and rockets set od 
every thing 

can be deemedlikdrtobeof a 
thepar^ in queHMHito i 

last nigfat, four parties itarted «l 
morning in different 
with the imfo i tuna te 
such we had to-day 
for the length of 
indement state of the 

past, and the inadequate nianDer in which thej 
provided to withstand it and hunger together, wcne 
certainly sufficient reasons to put every person in n 
state of anxiety, if not apprdinsion, for their safety. 
In the aftenkkm, however, we were relieved from 
this state of inquietude by the appearance of one of 
our parties returning with four of them. Fktmi them 
we learned that the othar three could not be fiu* dis- 
tant, because they only parted with them yMterday ; 
moreover, the officer whci went with the fiftrty is one 
of the three that are now misfting^ and frum knowtag 
him to be an inteUigeui umh ^vesy fifftM Mt 
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satisfied that they would soon make their appearance 
also i and before dark we had the satisfaction to find 
our expectations fulfilled. The feet of most of them 
are very much frost-bitten, and they are all very 
much fatigued, but I have no doubt, from the proper 
manner in which they were managed on first com- 
ing on board, but that they will all in a short time get 
perfectly welL With regard to food, it appears that 
they were by no means badly off, for they managed to 
kill as many grous as they could eat. It appears that 
they lost their way the second day^ or rather the night 
of the first day, tiiey went away j consequently, very 
little information can be gathered from them as to 
where they had b^en during the rest of the time. 
They seem to think that they were never above 
twenty, or at most five-and-twenty, miles inland. 
They found the country, after travelling fifteen or 
twenty miles from the coast, to be much more fer- 
tile than in the neighbourhood of the sea; thevallies 
and level plains in particular they describe as abound- 
ing with grass and moss. On these plains they saw 
several herds of reindeer, and two animals of the deer 
kind, but much larger than the reindeer ; they sup- 
posed them to be the elk, and their description of 
them seems to answer to that which we have of these 
animals. They saw also a number of hares inland, 
but no musk-oxen. Some of those, however, who 
have been in search of the stray party during these 
two days past, saw some herds of these cattle. In 
the course of their wandering, they fell in with a 
small lake of fresh water, in which they found fish, 
two of which they brought on board were found to 
be a species of trout. As it was after they lost their 
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way they fell in with this lake, they of course cannot 
say what direction it is in, or how far it is off: they 
describe it to be about two miles in length and one 
in breadth. Before I conclude my account of the 
mixed feelitigs and occurrences of this day, I cannot 
help mentioning an event that took place, which, al- 
though of no great moment in itself, yet, owing to 
the time that it happened, we could not avoid feeling 
it as an additional misfortune at the time. The event 
in question is an accident that happened to one of 
the seamen (named Williatn Lancaster), who was in- 
advertently coming up the ship's side with a pot of 
water off the ice, when one of the guns was fired to 
direct the parties on shore, by which he got his face, 
breast, and right arm very severely scorched with the 
powder. 

Tnesdai/f 14ftk. — It may be considered a very for- 
tunate circumstance that the stray party returned 
yesterday, for had they been out last night, it is more 
than probable that they would not have outlived it j 
for it came on to blow very fresh after sunset, and 
the thermometer at three o'clock in the morning fell 
as low as 9*", and the average temperature ever since 
has been no more than 15**, so that we may very 
reasonably conclude that people exhausted in the way 
in which they were would have very little chance of 
withstanding the rigour of such weather for any 
length of time. 

Wednesday J 15th. — The weather being clear to- 
day gave us an opportunity of ascertaining the geo- 
graphical situation of this place. • The latitude was 
found to be 74*'27'N.,andlongitude, by chronometer, 
112^ 11' W. It is, perhaps, proper to remark, 'that 
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these observations may be a little out, as the altitudes 
were taken with the natural horizon, which was co- 
vered with ice. The error thereby occasioned cannot 
amount, however, to any thing very considerable in 
the latitude, but I conceive it best to mention under 
what circumstances observations are taken, when 
there is any chance of their being doubtful. 

Thursday 9 l6th. — We had the pleasure of &piding 
this morning that the strong north-west wind that we 
have had during these two days past has forced the 
ice off from the land for a little distance; no time 
was lost, therefore, in availing ourselves of this op- 
portunity of getting on ; but our success was not of 
long duration, for, after getting between eighteen and 
twenty miles to the westward, we were stopped again 
by the ice, which extended in a compact body from 
the land to the southward and westward as far as we 
could see. It was very heavy ice, but it was broken 
up so- much that we could not get a piece large 
enough to make the ships fast to ; and the water was 
found to be so deep, that it was not deemed prudent 
to anchor so close in with the shore as it would be 
necessary to do ; we, therefore, stood back to the 
eastward again, and at half past eight o'clock we 
made fast to a hummock of ice aground in fifteen 
fathoms' water, about seven or eight miles to the 
westward o£ the place which we started from in the 
morning. After passing a headland four or five 
miles to the westward of where we made fast this 
evening, we found that the land trended to the north- 
ward and westward, and that its formation beyond 
this cape is also quite different from any part of this 
. coast to the eastwards being more like the land on 



Digitized 



by Google 



to THE ARCTIC WBOIOBS^ 127 

the north side of the passage between the 86^ and 
QS"" of west loi^tude» that is, bold, and in some 
places piecipitousy and the debris that fell firom it 
ibnning buttresses in the same manner as on the coast 
alloded to. 

Fridiu/, VjSu — We cast off again this morning, 
and stood to the westward until we came io the ice 
which we found to be nearly in the same situation 
where we were stopped hj it yesterday. It was ob- 
served fo be much heavier than what we have gene- 
rally met with before, being somewhat like that 
which they describe the Greenland ice to be ; so that 
I think itis most probable, that it is not formed here, 
but drifts down firom hi^er latitudes, or ^riiat may 
be termed the Polar Sea. 

It was packed equally as close in with the land as 
we found it to be yesterday, so that it would be vain 
to attempt to force throu^ it ; besides, the land, as I 
have already said, trends to the northward, acircum- 
i^;ance which may be regarded as rather against us ; 
for were it possible even to get pn between the land 
and the ice, as we have usually done, it would in the 
l^resent instance only take us out of our way. 

We know so Utt(e, however, of what is before ua^ 
that it is perluqps hajgarding too much, to say that a 
diange in the direcrtum of the coast is to be consi* 
dered at once as an unfavourable circumstance. I 
shall therefore not dwell any longer on the subject, 
as we shall most probably have an opportunity very 
soon of determining the point in question in a more 
satisfactory manner than by conjectures. Aiier 
tacking about for some time along the edge of the ice;, 
we stood again to the eastward, and at six o'doc^ in 
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the afternoon made fast to a hummock of ice aground 
about a cable's length from the shore, and nesurly in 
the same place that we started from in the morning. 
We had not been fast above two hours when it was 
observed that the ice was closing in upon us; to 
avoid therefore getting jammed between it and the 
land, we cast off again, and kept sailing about during 
the remainder of the night, wherever we could find 
clear water. 

Saturday J \Sth: — It froze so hard during the 
night, that at six o'clock this morning the ships were 
regularly beset in the bay4ce : we tried to send the 
boats to a piece of ice aground near the shore, with 
a hawser to make the ship fast to it, but it was found 
that the young ice was already too strong for them 
to get through it. We were therefore obUged to let 
go an anchor in thhty-nine fathoms' water, to prevent 
our being carried to' the westward (amongst the 
heavy ice) by a strong tide or current that was set- 
ting in that direction. It now appeared, from the 
effects of last night, and indeed from the state of the 
weather for this week past, that the winter has at 
length fairly set in, and that, unless some strenuous 
exertions are made, we are likely to get beset 
here for the winter, and as far as appearances go, 
we could not be caught in a less desirable place, for 
it is a completely exposed coast, without a bay, or 
even a projection of any kind in the land to afford 
the least shelter.. 

After duly considering all these circumstances, 
then, it will be seen that further attempts to prose- 
cute the voyage any further this season, would be 
endangering the safety of the ships, and that too 

15 
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without the prospect of any benefit. We therefore 
got under weigh between nine and ten o*ckxJ^ in the 
^renoon ; and very much against our inclination^ 
although to all clearly necessary, we Stood to the 
eastward, in hopes of being able to reach the harbour 
that we passed on the sixth instant, before the ice got 
too strong to force through it. From noon until six 
o'clock in the evening, we were favoured with a fini? 
breeze from the southward and westward, so that we 
got back a considerable distance ; but no sooner had 
the wind become light than our progress was stopped 
by the bay-ice, notwithstanding every effort was made 
to force through by breaking it up with capstan bars, 
blocks of wood, and by rolling a boat amongst it 
under the ship's bows. At the very time that our 
progress was thus arrested, the necessity of getting 
on became more evident than ever, for a large floe 
was observed to be moving to the westward with 
considerable velocity, and at the same time closing 
in with the land, from which we were not distant 
above a quarter of a mile. Our situation was there- 
fore a very precarious one indeed, but as it was impos- 
sible to avoid the danger that threatened us, we let 
go an anchor in ten fathoms of water, afler being 
driven within less than a cable's length of the shores 
Here we awaited with great anxiety the approach of 
the floe, for although we were driven towards the 
shore by it, we were not actually in contact with the 
floe itself, but were carried along with the bay-ice 
that it impelled towards the land. Close to where 
we anchored there happened, very fortunately for us, 
to be a large hummock^ or rather a pile of heavy 
pieces of ice aground, so that when the floe arrived. 
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this pile received the shock of it, and the collision 
was certainly tremendous ; for immense masses of the 
floe were broken off, and piled up on the top of what 
was already aground, from which most of them fell, 
or slided back again on the floe, and this operation 
continued for some time, until at length the force of 
the floe, which was at first going at the rate of two 
miles per hour, was almost entirely spent. It is un- 
necessary to observe, that had the ships been caught 
between the floe and the hummock just mentioned, 
that their destruction would have been inevitable. 

Sunday y IQth. — Although we escaped last night 
without sustaining any damage, the Griper was not 
quite so fortunate, for she lost an anchor and the best 
part of a chain cable, by the edge of the floe touching 
it • as it passed. The boat that they had under the 
bows breaking the bay-ice was also carried away, by 
the floe. But these are trifling loisses when we 
consider what mischief might have haj^ned had not 
the pile of ice before mentioned fended off the violent 
pressure of the floe ; for had the ships received the 
shock, I have little doubt but it would have forced 
them up on the beach ; and had we indeed been only 
but a few yards nearer the outer extremity of the 
heap o£ ice in question, the consequences might have 
been equally destructive. Nothing occurred to-day 
worthy of notice, the ice being closely packed all 
around us, we had no other clioice but to remain 
still in the same place where we brought up last 
night. 

Monday J 20th. — Between four and five o'clock in 

* I have understood since that the cable was not carried awaj, 
bat unshackled in order to get clear of the ice» 
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the morning, the ice was again observed to be 
moving to the westward ; every necessary precaution 
was immediately taken, to secure the ships in such a 
manner as to be protected as much as possible, by 
the hummock or pile of ice so often mentioned, the 
measured adopted had the desired effect with us; 
but the Griper was again less fortunate, for about 
half past eight o'clock the edge of one of the floes 
that were passing at the time having come against 
her, she was forced in a few minutes aground on the 
beach ; fortunately, however, it happened to be low 
water at the time, so that when the tide flowed, she 
got ofi* without sustaining any damage. But her 
situation for some time was certainly critical, for 
when she heeled over, there were only six feet water 
on that side next the shore, but the beach happened 
very luckily to consist of sand, so that no injury was 
occasioned by it. 

The wind being from the northward and eastward, 
and blowing pretty fresh all day, has cleared the 
immediate neighbourhood of the coast of ice, so that 
I am in hopes that the first slant of fair wind that we 
have will enable us to get on. Every day, indeed, 
tends to show the necessity of getting on as quickly 
as possible to some place of security, for the weather 
of late has been, I may almost say, constantly cold, 
and boisterous; and the drift snow that comes off 
from the land, gives the whole scene a dreary aspect'. 
A musk ox was seen last night going along the 
beach, and two or three covies of grous have been 
seen at different times from the ships ; but at present 
something of greater moment than going after them, 
employs ev«ry one's attention. 

K 2 
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Wednesday J 2Qd. — ^It blew very strong from the 
northward all yesterday, so that it was not deemed 
prudent to get under weigh, more especially as the 
ice was observed to be moving about with greater 
velocity than usual, owing no doubt to the force' of 
the wind. Early this morning, however, the wind 
moderated a little,, and at the same time veered 
round to the northward and westward. Of this 
favourable change we took immediate advantage^ 
and at five o'clock was under weigh, in order to make 
the best of our way to the eastward. We suffered very 
little interruption from the heavy ice, hut our progress 
was so much obstructed by the young, or bay-ice, that 
had we not been favoured with a strong breeze of 
wind, it would have been impossible to force thnmgh 
it. We had a good opportunity to-day of seeing the 
effects of the frost, in forming ice on the surface of 
the sea, at a time even when there was a strong 
wind, and consequently a considerable ripple on the 
water, circumstances which by some men have been 
considered capable of preventing the formation of 
ice. But I think from what we have seen to-day, 
that we may very reasonably conclude, that when 
the cold i& very intense, ice may be formed on the 
surface of the sea, even in a gale of wind ; for the 
thermometer to*day was never below 17% and yet 
ice was, as I have already said, forming very rapidly. 
It may be said indeed, that there was so small a 
portion of the surface of the water clear of old ice, 
that there could not be much of a sea runnings and 
such was certainly the case ; but I observed that the 
young ice, or sludge as it is first called, smoothed the 
surface of the water immediately it begai^to form, in 
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the same manner as <h1 does when poured on a 
turbolent sea. It appears to me then, that ice maj 
hy formed in an <^n sea, even in the most boisterous 
weather, provided the temperature is as low, as we 
have reason to expect it to be, in these regions in the 
winter ; there may be also another requisite, which 
is, that the water should be, as in these seas, not very 
deep. 

But as future experience may enable us to speak 
with more certainty on this subject, I shall avoid 
saying any thing more about it at present And to 
finish my account of the occurrences of the day, I 
have only to add, that between seven and eight 
o'clock in the evening we brought to, about two 
miles to the eastward of the place, where we let go 
the first anchor, on the 5th instant. 

Thursday, 93d. — We got under weigh this mom- 
ing, and ran in within three-quarters of a mile of the 
entrance of Coppermine Haibour, where we aacfaorvd 
again about noon, in hopes that when the boat whidb 
was then away sounding, would return, that we 
should immediately prepare to get into the karboar* 
But when they cane oo board, we leant that the 
greatest depth of water at the eatraDce 0f k m 
fourteen feet, which is leas than either of the skifps 
draw. Between twoaad three asiles to the wcitward 
of it, however, they fiiiiMlaoodberkarfapur^ or rather 
a sfludl bay, which is in aoase ■ssasuw seoved U/ Ma* 
ward, by a reef of rocks that nas m a sbttC^i^ dir«o 
tion, across part of the et/a p ce ^ ti^ m mttk 
a manner as to prevent aay hffgt iM« ^ ytM hi^m 
being driven krto it. It is n«» ptrha p n, % |4ac^ 1km 
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we should choose • for our winter-quarters, had we 
time to look about for a better ; but under pfesent 
circumstances we may consider ourselves fortunate, 
in finding that there is such a good harbour within 
our power to reach, for the winter is making rapid 
strides. There is, indeed, very little of the surface 
of the sea now that is not covered with ice, and close 
in to the land it is already from four to ^x inches 
thick, all along the coast, so that we shall have to 
saw our way into the harbour. The people who 
were away sounding to-day, saw several seals, which 
are the only animals of any kind that have been seen 
during these two days past. 

Friday^ 24fth. — We got under weigh early this 
morning, and ran to the westward to the mouth of the 
harbour intended for our winter residence, where we 
anchored about eight o'clock. Immediately afler 
breakfast the crews of both ships commenced sawing 
a channel into the harbour, in which operation they 
were pretty successful, having before six o'clock 
P.M., sawed a canal thirty-five feet in breadth, and up- 
wards of half a mile long, into which the ships were 
tracked in the evening. The thickness of the ice 
through which they sawed to-day, was from seven to 
eight inches. It is intended to resume the same 
operation to-morrow, for the harbour is at least three 
miles in length ; and I understand that the inten- 
tion is to get within about half a mile of the top of 
it; for it has been sounded that far to-day, and it has 

* After getting into this harbour, and afler having had time to 
examine it more minutely, we found it to be as secure a place t» 
winter in as we could wish for, as will be seen hereafter. 
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beeo fbuad thu Ikcre tt 
within a cable's le^rtk ct tke 

We fouDd on the kcw cime to aWii tliri m^em 
cutting the canal tiMkr, a 6emd swi ^.faia^ i^^i^rw^ 
Lin.\ which b the irst and enhr btnl of the koaJ 
that we have seen in these regions.. It wras in a ^tcj 
perfect state, and most hare neceasarihr lain here 
bat a short time, for there was no ice here Icsi thsn 
three weeks ago, when we passed thb place gouy lis 
the westward. 

SaturdUy^ 95 A. — All hands were emplored agnm 
to-day cutting the canal through the ice, and instrad 
of hauling the pieces that they cut out, into the open 
sea, as they did yesterday, they forced them under 
the floe, which was found to be a much more expe- 
ditious way of getting rid of them, than floating 
them out of the canal. But in speakii^ of an open 
sea, I must observe, that according to the strict 
meaning of the word, there is no such tiling now 
existing within our view ; for the place where the 
ships lay yesterday morning, and, indeed, the whole 
of the sheet of clear water that lay outside of them, 
is now covered with ice of last night's formation \ 
and that on the canal was so strong this evening as 
to bear the weight of a person. In consideration of 
the hard labour that the men have had for thi^* two 
days past, an extrapallowance of Donkin's pri'M^rvA'd 
meat has been served out to them each day, 

Sunday^ 9&tiu — From seeing the raf/Ml %t^9t^ikm 
in the thickness of the ice, waA c//ri«^4|#i^nr^ty iim 
additional labour that most be 
lay, it has been deesMd propitrf \\ 
again to-day, in cutting iW c»*wil^ m 
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they have now become so expert, by th^se two or 
three days* experieftce, that notwithstanding the 
increased thickness of the ice, they have cut 
through more * of it to-day than either of the pre- 
ceding days, and that too in less time. For at a 
quarter past three o'clock in the afternoon, the ships 
were warped to the top of the canal, when the men, 
in the usual way in which British seamen express 
their joy, gave three hearty cheers, as a proof of the 
pleasure they felt at having in safety reached their 
winter-quarters, after having performed, on every 
occasion, all that was possible for men to do ; and, 
what is more, after having accomplished infinitely 
more than any numerous adventurous seamen who 
have been employed (at different times for upwards 
of two centuries past), in search of the same object. 
In concluding my account of the operations of this 
season, it is certainly a tribute due to every oflBcer 
and man on the Expedition, to say, that they always 
evinced the utmost zeal for the service on which we 
are employed ; and . I do not think that it can be 
considered that we hold what we have done in too 
high an estimation, if we say that our zeal and per- 
severance have been rewarded with ample success ; 
nor can it be said that our hopes are too sanguine, if 



* After they had done cuttmg the canal to-daj, its length was 
measured, when it was found thait they had cut the 
1st day 1200 yards, 
2d — 1284 do. 
3d — 1598 do. 

Total 4082 do. 
making the whole length of the canal equal to 2} miles nearly. 
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we. flatter ourselves with the expectation of being 
e^usdly. successful next season. 

However, as we are likely to have time enough to 
speculate on this subject, before we leave this place, 
it i^ unnecessary to say any more about the matter 
at present ; I shall therefore conclude^my narrative 
of the Operations of this season, by briefly stating 
the few remaining occurrences of this day. In the 
first place then, I have to remark, that in speaking 
of this place in future, it will be always called 
Winter Harbour^ which is the name that it is hence- 
forth to be known by. I may say of this harbour, 
as I have just said about our future prospects, that as 
we are to be here for a considerable time, it is unne- 
cessary to enter into a^lengthened detail respecting it 
at present, as we shall be able to give a better ac- 
count of it, and its neighbourhood, before we leave 
it, than we can give at this time. It may not be im- 
proper, however, to observe, that as far as we are 
able to judge, it appears to be a place as well adapted 
in every way, for wintering in, as any that we could 
find in these regions, allowing that we had a whole 
arctic summer to do nothing else but look for a har- 
bour ; for its mouth, or entrance, is, as I have al- 
ready remarked, partly guarded from the violence of 
the sea by a reef of rocks, over which there is, in 
some places, not above one fathom of water ; and 
between this reef and the land, there is for most 
part of the way, a bar, or bank, over which we 
found, in some places, only 3^ fathoms water ; and 
where the ships are, although nearly at the top of 
the harbour, and within eighty-one fathoms of the 
beach, we have five fathoms water, which is the 
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more remarkable, *since the shore, and, indeed, the 
whole of the land around the harbour, and its 
vicinity, is low. This country has now a very bleak 
appearance, for the whole of the surface of the land 
is covered with a thin layer of snow ; and in the val- 
lies, and those places where vegetation was most 
abundant, it is in some parts of considerable depth. 
Notwithstanding the best pasture is in this manner 
already covered over, we have the satisfaction of 
finding that the reindeer have not yet left this neigh- 
bourhood, for two very large ones were seen this fore- 
noon at a short distance from the ships. The nature 
of tiie land is certainly not favourable for approaching 
these timid animals unperceived ; but still I am in 
hopes that we shall succeed in killing some of them. 
Two covies of grous were also seen to-day, so that 
it is to be expected that we shall be able to procure 
some of them also. 

Thursdatf^ SOtfu — The people have be^i employed 
for these four days past unrigging the ships, and tak- 
ing the boats, yards, masts, and rigging* ashore, 
where they are to remain all winter, under a shade 
that is to be erected for them. The lower masts and 
rigging are not to be touched, and I believe that our 
main-top-mast is not to be removed, in order that 
parties that may be away shooting, may see the 
direction the ships are in, at a greater distance than 
they would otherwise do. Of this indeed, I have 
already seen the advantage, for I could see the mast- 
head to-day when several miles into the country, and 

* Our aiml was loBi Uie other day by breakiiig tfarou^ the ict 
whilst Uiey were taking it on shore. 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO TBE ARCTIC RCtflOVft* 1S9 




as the sun gets lower, its utilitT m a < 

mark will be more percep ti hic> Tbe 

these three or four dsjs 

time of tbe year, bees 

mean temperatnre has do 

we have had it lor a ^ 

the degree of cold 

and that co n v e yed 

diffiorent, lor 

we find that it is 

about, when the 

abo\-e zero, tkan 

mean to say, 

covery, oo the 

thing may be SdH tmt bbhm^-ilc a 

climate as veD as Lent : MC Z i«vt iir 

past ob a citcd aiwc h o iarL v-iuci. iir k :t - ' mn 

aware oC ^fj be ana eoiau* ak*:i iju^mr ifa 

which oertaaaly nrrcr flcnra iw ■-. ur^ :tt - t^jj»t 

It is tkis, tbaC ai c u r * ^ lut v;xjc j'.rr:t^»B ii 

strength, tbe tiMvaMMieser ri*^* aB«t *i'> ••rr> 

however, as we ^od baote nmi- imiwr.j:.:..^ 1/ 

observii^ the cxaot t/ lai *-^Uf^ ir iiwi ^un 

betwees tbe wib^ a«c ig ny c -a. ui*, J sui.. ueiv 

canal is wav f ii w fem** iiia m^ «i4t «4 t«^ 
other, tbK we cai. ^SK au^ l isR iU pmst irMM 1 
was, so tbiS ae miya an uaw ss irsu-; frMi. av # 
tbej were a camf«a«ac jar: t^ :m W st^tfi* >« 
case, bowvtvz; taot cie >« saau vitsir *»}. u/ m*; 

beach, to waadb a csbM j» lac tnm ^^% *a^« 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



140 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

Another reindeer was seen this afternoon, which 
we immediately went after, and owing to the 
weather being thick at the time, we managed to 
surround him, and by that means got so near him, 
that he was at length shot. He was perfectly 
white, except one brown patch on the top of his 
rump; the carcase weighed, when skinned and 
cleaned, 147 pounds. 

Friday y October 1st. — Another deer was killed 
to-day. A beautiful white bear was also seen to- 
day, but we \yere unsuccessful in our attack upon 
him, notwithstanding he approached so near to the 
ships, that we fired at him from them. Several 
shot struck him, however, in different parts of the 
body, as we could plainly perceive from the 
streams of blood that gushed from the wounds; 
but before we could re-load, he was out of gun- 
shot range from the ships. A large party of the 
officers and men immediately pursued him*, in 
expectation from the quantity of blood that issued 
from his wounds, that he would soon fall, or at 
least become so much exhausted that they would 
soon come up with him; in both these expect- 
ations, however, they found themselves disap- 
pointed, for the cold, in a short time, stopped the 
efiusion of blood, and as none of the wounds 
happened to be in a mortal part, he succeeded in 
keeping out of gunshot distance from them. They 
supposed, however, that they would have ulti- 

* All our dogs went after him also, but none of them would 
go very near him ; for if they had, 1 have no doubt but he would 
soon make them suffer for their temerity. 
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Ahbougii mt la^t inu. f ofcLir rr«0!. r-oc iir 
Dumber of tiieir iii.uli*^ UiX m* :ucr:.. cc i..< -•- «- 
that bears are a: kaic urcaiiouA - tKXjc^ c i. « r 
as we bare ik-i v aaei ar; a: Utea jierort u*^^ 
it was Hinfwitgui rtoc ittf7 mr taiBe iter* x: i.^ 
funnfiafr tiae ; ft im> wnem. tnemorL oc »^ — 
ing, not an}j *>>^J« bic irfiet uMaJu w Li ^ tj^niT 

future, more eipecadn » tui u^jar »trtr: li^ua- w» 
first seeD hy a perwiu wijl. » T lavt lac asiw w» 
walking out akaiCL. Cn leenir t:M annaa. iit ob. 
mediatdj letnraed wr.i. nI fii»f«fC tc Uit »iuii^ 
with the bear after lun^ 'viu^n luauL^fC nxai*' u 
believe, that the axuma. wm 11. iiu^^sun ci: um , 

but, I thinkj it i* aiO>^ fiir.'^iitfi»*_ -tMi? t>M. 

had led him towardf^ ti«e 

have come to them 

in question or not : but be fhii as it mmw^ it 

certainly best to promulgaie Ibe ideip tbai 1^ 

followed the man, as if mmj pm ocbcn « tinr 

guard, not to go too far angl j« at 

means of defence. 
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Wednesday^ 6M.— Nothing occurred for some 
days past worthy of particular notice, except the 
gradual change in the state of the weather, which 
is getting colder every day : at four this morning, 
the thermometer was as low as eight degrees below 
zero. But we have now got the housing over the 
ships, so that the increased severity of thp weather 
is not felt in the least on board, nor does it, indeed, 
put us to any inconvenience in our excursions on 
shore, except when there is a breeze of wind, 
which, as I have already remarked, renders the 
cold less tolerable to our feelings, although it raises 
the thermometer ; but I may, perhaps, be going 
too far in saying, that it increases the temper- 
ature* Probably, a corresponding change taking 
place in the temperature of the atmosphere 
whenever a breeze of wind comes on, so many 
instances of it; have now come under our observ- 
ation, that we already begin to consider it as a 
general rule. Several deer have been seen during 
these five or six days past, but we were not fortu- 
nate enough to kill any of them : to-day, however, 
one of them, which happened to come close to 
the ships, was shot from the Griper j it weighed 
170lbs. 

Saturday y 9th. — Although the sun has not yet 
entirely left us, we receive now but little benefit 
from it, either in the way of heat or light ; for ever 
since the housing has been put over the ships, we 
have been obliged to use candles the whole day, or 
properly speaking, as long as our allowance of 
these necessary articles last, which, I am sorry to 
say, is very inadequate, being only one candle 
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(ten of which go to the U>.) eveiy sx djj8» to t 
officer, or a little more than an inch of candle 
a-day* When it is considered, then, that we are to 
be about three months deprived entirely of the 
light of the sun, and at least three months more 
deriving little or no benefit from it on board, I 
hope it will appear to every person, that I have not 
unnecessarily expressed regret at our not being 
more amply supplied with the useful article of 
candles. It is but just to observe, however, that 
as we have a light in the gun-room the whcde day, 
no person has any occasion to complain of want of 
light, even if he was disposed to do so ; but so &r 
from that being the case, I have ev^y reason to 
believe that every officer on board would dieer- 
fuUy submit to any privation that mi^t be deemed 
neces&ary for the good of the public service ; and 
I have no doubt, should we ever happen to be 
situated under such circumstances as to put our 
zeal or endurance to the test, but my prognostica- 
tion will be verified. 

Sunday f 10th. — Seven deer were seen to-day» 
one of which we killed, and another was severely 
wounded, but, owing to the night coming on, he 
got away, after being pursued for several miles. 
The ardour with which he was followed very nearly 
led the party that went after him into a serious pre- 
dicament, for they were so loath to give up the 
chace, that, before they thought of returning^ the 
day was so far spent that they lost their way 
coming back. Two of them returned aboot m% 
o'clock, in so exhausted ^ state^ and so mnth 
affected by the cold* that we heffm to enterfaifi 
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serious apprehensions for the safety of the two re* 
maining persons of the party who were yet absent. 
As it was now evident, from the report of those 
that returned, that the others lost their way, we 
commenced immediately to fire guns, set off 
rockets, and burn blue lights, in order to direct 
them towards the ^ ships. About a quarter past 
seven one of them returned, but he was in such 
a state of insensibility, that we could not obtain 
any correct information from him respecting the 
other man, any further than that they parted about 
an hour before he came on board. One of, his 
hands is very much frost-bitten, and he was alto- 
gether in such a state of pain, stupor, and con- 
fusion, that his answers to the questions that were 
put to him were, as I have just said, so incoherent 
that nothing could be learnt from him. , It may 
easily be conceived, then, that if we were appre- 
hensive before, we had double reason to be so 
now ; for even th^ first two of the party that re- 
turned were very much exhausted, and, as to the 
person just mentioned, it is very clear that he 
could not have held out much longer, for both his 
body and mind had, as I above described, suffered 
very considerably from the severity of the weather. 
Unauspicious, however, as these circumstances 
were, we had strong hopes that, as the person who 
last returned had only parted witli him who was 
yet absent, about an hour before, that he could not 
be far off; and, in order that no means might be left 
untried that could be deemed likely to direct him 
towards the ship, poles were set up, with Ian thorns 
on their top, at different places, on the highest parts 
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of the land around the harbour, and the firing of 
guns, setting off rockets, and burning of blue-lights, 
were continued on board as before. At length 
our endeavours were crowned with success, for at 
half past eleven o'clock the stray person returned j 
and, veiy much to our pleasure and surprise, had 
not suffered the least from the cold, notwithstand- 
ing he had been away upwards of four hours 
longer than any of the rest ! 

Thursday y 14fth. — A wolf was seen to-day at the 
distance of about half a mile from the ships ; he was 
of a white colour, and about the size of the Esqui- 
maux dogs that we took home last year ; some sup- 
posed that he was a little higher than them, but as 
far as I could judge, he was much about the same 
size, and not unlike them in shape, only that his 
legs appeared to be somewhat longer than their's. 
Four rein-deer were also seen to-day, but the wea- 
ther being pretty clear at the time, we could not 
get near either them or the wolf unperceived ; as 
the latter however appeared to be prowling about, 
as if inclined to keep nigh the ships, a small gun 
was taken on shore and set as a trap for him, by 
tying a piece of meat to a line aflSxed to the trigger, 
in such a way that an animal laying hold of the 
meat must inevitably receive the contents of the 
gun, that is to say, if it goes off; but that is a point, 
however, on which I am very doubtful, for we find 
of late that our fowling-pieces very frequently miss 
fire, from the moisture that freezes bn the lock. 
'They furnished the house to-day that has been 
buUt for the astronomical clocks, &c. and a shade 
has been constructed with spars and sails, which 
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covers the boats, rigging, and stores that have been 
landed. * In order to detect any symptoms, or ap- 
pearance of scurvy amongst the men, their gums 
were examined this morning, and I understand the 
same thing is to be done every Thursday, for the 
future. All hands are also to be mustered at divi- 
sions, at nine o'clock in the morning, and six in 
the afternoon every day, in order to see that the 
men are all clean and sober, two of the most es- 
sential things for preserving their health ; this also 
affords an opportunity of examining what state their 
bed-places are in, which is done whilst they are 
on deck. 

Friday y 15th. — No less than fifteen deer were 
seen to-day in one herd, but those who saw them 
were not so fortunate as to be able to kill any of 
them, from the reason that I mentioned yesterday, 
namely, that the persons who saw them could not 
get their muskets off at the time they were within 
shot of them. 

Monday y 18th. — Eleven deer were seen yester- 
day, and upwards of twenty to-day, in one herd ; 
out of those seen to-day we succeeded in killing 
one, which is much smaller than any of those that 
we killed before, weighing only a little more than 
ninety pounds, when skinned and cleaned. I have 
remarked, that all the deer that We have seen since 
we came to this harbour, sets off* to the westward, 
when they are pursued, and even when not molested 
they are observed to be travelling in that direction. 

'^ Parties have been employed also for some time past cut- 
ting turt, and bringing it down to the ships for fuel. 
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occarrad far tiw v««L P"*^ *^ ' 
m mig^ be expected, (reoue cndnlh oMdn* ibe 
therDKMKter has bccB »Me «la>^ ^eo miam ml':\ 
but ve hai« doc had «bt caMainsMe £LI «f wmwm 
vet ; in the rallies^ indwd, thciY » a lewd 3eal 4f 
drift snow, hot the surtece oT the lamJL m 
has venr Itttie more soov oo it than there 1 
we came into the harbour. Nor«it 
oolj part of the land where there 
derable vegetation is now ctn-ered with saow, the 
rein-deer have not yet left it, tor se%-eral br|ee her^ 
of them have been seen during this week part ; but 
they all appeared, as I have almdy remarked, to 
be on their way to the westward, and whenever we 
approach them they set off at lidl speed m that di- 
rection, so that from this reason, and tlie uncer* 
tainty, and even difficulty of managing lue-arms 
with any dexterity, owing to the ct>ldness of the 
weather, we have not succeeded in killing any of 
them. A wolf was seen to-day at a little distance 
from the ships -, he was about the same sixe, and of 
the same colour, as the one seen some days ago : 
the general opinion, is indeed, that it is the same 
animal. A small white fox was seen also to^ay, 
he seemed not to be quite so wild as the wolf, but 
unless they are caught in traps, I suspect that wc 
shall find it a difficult matter to get nigli enough 
either of them to be able to shoot them : in the 
night time, however, I have no doubt but they come 
very near the ships, to pick up some of tlic refuse 
that is thrown on the ice, so that I am in hope% 
that we shall entrap some of them before the wm- 
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ter is over. I observed this afternoon two vertical 
columns of prismatic colours, about 15^ on eacli 
side of the sun ; they were about five degrees in 
length, their lower end touching the horizon. 
They preserved the same intensity of colour, for 
about an hour, that is from noon until one o'clock ; 
they then began to vanish, and in less than an hour 
disappeared altogether. The only remaining oc- 
currence of this day that I have now to mention, 
is, that a channel about three feet wide was cut 
all round the ships to-day, in order to take the- 
pressure of the ice off them *, if such a pressure 
exists, of which I am myself very doubtful, for I 
am not aware that ice continues to expand after its 
formation, therefore if it does not, the ships cannot 
be pressed by it ; but allowing even that such a 
pressure existed, I am inclined to think that it 
will be found a difficult matter to keep an open 
channel round thqm all the winter. 

Friday y 29th. — A fox was caught last night in a 
trap set by the Griper ; he is perfectly white, and 
is about the same size as the hares that were killed 
last month ; his long bushy tail, indeed, gives him 
the appearance of being somewhat larger than 
them: but as his dimensions will most likely be 
taken, I shall forbear saying any thing more about 
his size at present. On being caught he displayed 
several of the cunning tricks^peculiar to his tribe, 
for when he was taken out of the trap, he shut his 
eyes, and lay motionless, no doubt with a view of 

* I understand that some cracking that was heard amongst , 
the ice alongside the Griper lately, has given origin to the' 
idea of pressure existing. 
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beiflg taken fiir dead, sothat when Awae who ^ 
around him got carrfcfw, he migfat wateh m 
tunitjr of girtting aSL Such an aitifioe li^lil, and 
veiy probably does, eaahlc these animali; to cncifir 
from the.beaurs and wolves occaaonallj^ with his 
present captors, however, his wily tiicks have little 

.chance of afibrdinghim ano^ortnnity<rfeffi?cting 
his escape. He is not hurt in any way, for he was 

. caught in an empty cask with a slide in one end of 
it, which feU, and shut him 19 in it immediatdy 

.he laid hold of the bait within. It is prahafale 
tlierefore that they will be able to piesore him 
alive for some time, or at least until his habits aie 
known, which I shall take an cypoitunify of men- 
tioning hereafter, should he diqiby any peculi- 
arities deserving of notice. Veiy few deer have 

. been seen for some days past, so that I am afiaid, 
that we shall not be able to lay in sudi a good winter 
stock of these animals as was at first expected, for 
the daylight now lasts but a very short time, so 
that it would be dangerous to go any distance fincmi 
the ships : there has been an order, indeed, issued 
some time ago, prohibiting any person firom going 
out of sight of the ships.* Besides, the state of 
the weather now is not very &vourable for long 
excursions, for the thermometer this evening was 
as low as 28^ below zero, and we have generally a 
breeze of wind, which, as I have already remarked 
two or three times, renders the cold less tolerable 
to our feelings. We find that the wind is almost 

* But if I am not mistaken, this order was issued in con- 
sequence of what happened on the 10th instant, and with a 
view of preventing a recurrence of the same in future. 
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invariably from the northward ; but, contrary io 
what might be expected, we do not find that it is 
any colder than that from any other direction, nor 
does the thermometer even indicate any particular 
difference in this respect, for it is affected only by 
the force, and not by the direction of the wind. 
Columns of prismatic colours, similar to those de- 
scribed on the 25th inst,, have been observed again 
two or three times since that day, at the same dis- 
tance from the sun, of the same altitude, and in- 
deed in every other way resembling those before- 
mentioned. The Aurora Borealis was seen also 
two nights ago to the southward, but it was too 
faint to deserve any description. 

Tuesday y November 2d. — The weather has been 
milder during these two or three days past, than 
we have had it for some time before, for the ther- 
mometer has been for most part of the time at 
zero, which we now consider a high temperature ; 
the sky during most part of the above period has 
been overcast, which may be the reason of the 
comparative mildness of the weather. We have 
not had any considerable fall of snow yet, but, I 
suspect, that during the hazy weather that we have 
lately had, some fell, although scarcely perceptible 
at the time, owing to its being in such small parti- 
cles, and so dry that the lightest breeze of wind 
drifts it along, so that it is impossible to say whe- 
ther the accumulation of it in some places is owing 
entirely to the drift, or is partly increased by ijew- 
fallen snow ; I think it is probable, however, that 
the latter cause contributes in some measure to 
augment the local collections of it that we find to 
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be daily accumulating in the \*aUiffft and ra^inet in 
our neighbourhood. The man (John Ptranco, 
marine), belonging to the Griper, whom I men- 
tioned, on the 10th instant, ax having returned in 
a state of stupor and very much frost^Nttrn, ha» 
4iad this afternoon the four fingers of hi!» left liand 
amputed, in consequence of the froKt4»tte that be 
received at that time. He has not lost the n!iole 
of the abo%'e fingers but only the extreme ptu^ 
langes, and part of the second of the three lar^nt 
of them, and the two extreme and part of* the 
third phalanx of the little finger. It i^ unncc«^ 
sary to observe that e^ery means was oscd at th« 
time the man came on board, and, inJevad, fur 
several days afterwards, to restore hte in the parts 
that were frost4>itten ; and, cooiideraUe as tlir k^« 
has been, it is but just to cjbserve, tliat vl.-.- treat- 
ment pursued has been producti\e of fZTtrskU'T suc- 
cess than could at first have been expected, for 
the whole hand appeared at first to be in imminent 
danger, for when he came on board it «as as hard 
as a piece of marble. 

As the ships are now housed and secured, and 
the days getting so short that neither officers nor 
men can amuse or employ themselves by excur* 
sions to the countrv, two intended sources of 
amusement are about to be set on foot for the 
purpose of making the long approaching winter 
pass as cheerfully as possible. One of the sources 
in question which is a weekly newspaper, called 
" The Winter Chronicle, or New Georgia Ga- 
zette," has already commenced, for the first num- 
ber of it came out yesterday morning ; and the 
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other object for amusement are Plays, for which 
they are now preparing. Of the last of these in- 
tended sources of amusement, I have no doubt 
but it will answer its end, that is, of diverting the 
men ; but of the first I am not quite so certain of 
its answering its pui'pose so well, for 1 have seetf 
one or two instances, and have heard of many 
more, where newspapers on board of ship, instead 
of aflTording general amusement, and promoting 
friendship and a good understanding amongst 
officers, tended in a short time to destroy both : 
for although the professed object and intention at 
first may be to afford entertainment and convey 
knowledge, yet for lack of materials to answer the 
expectations excited, jokes and reflections upon 
one another will at length be admitted to fill the 
columns : these will, by some, be taken in good 
part, and by others in a contrary way; conse- 
quently those who consider themselves offended 
will retaliate, perhaps, in less courteous language, 
on those whom they consider their annoy ers ; until 
at length the paper, instead of being the source 
of amusement and instruction, becomes the vehicle 
of sarcasms and bitter reflections. And should 
the conductor, or conductors of the paper have 
discretion enough to refuse admitting into their 
columns productions of this nature, yet they can- 
not repress the sentiments or opinions of the par- 
ties concerned, who, to make the matter worse, 
generally know one another; for, to be an ano- 
nymous writer on board of ship is ' but a thin veil 
to prevent a person from being known, for peoples* 
talents and turn of mind are soon discovered, 

14 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 153 

when situated as people necessarily are» confined 
together at sea. Although I have thus far entered 
into a detail of what I have seen and heard of 
newspapers written on board of ship, it must not 
be understood that I am by any means inimical^ 
or even augur any ill consequences from tlie 
** Winter Chronicle ;*' on the contrary, there is 
reason to hope, from the character of the person 
who is to conduct it, that it will afibrd amuse^ 
ment, and perhaps useful instruction ; at all events, 
I presume, that such is the intention of il at 
present. 

Thursday^ 4tth. — This being the last day that 
the sun was above our horizon this season, accord- 
ing to its decUnation taken from the Nautical 
Almanac, several of us went to the top of one of 
the adjacent hills to have a parting look at him ; 
but the weather at noon being cloudy, nothing 
could be seen of the parting Juminary but a fiunt 
light in the direction he was in. 

Friday J 5 th. — The officers performed this even- 
ing the farce called " Miss in her Teens," to the 
great amusement of the ships' companies ; and coo- 
sidering the local difficulties and disadvantages 
under which the comedians laboured, their first 
essay did them infinite credit. Some of them, in- 
deed, I believe had appeared on the stage before, 
but the majority of them never wore the sock or 
buskin, before this evening. The theatre w«s 
opened by a very appropriate address, spdcen, and 
written purposely for the occasion, by Mn Wake- 
ham ; and two songs, the compoflition <^ the tame 
gentleman, were sung between the acts; so that by 



Digitized 



by Google 



154 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVJERY 

the united .exertions of all those concerned, two 
hours were spent very happily on the quarter-deck, 
notwithstanding the thermometer outside the ship 
stood at zero, and within as low as the freezing 
point, except close to the stoves, where it was a 
few degrees higher. 

Monday , 8th. — The weather was very clear to- 
day, so that we had several hours' twilight, nearly 
as clear as if the sun had been above the horizon 
in hazy weather. At noon, indeed, the sun must 
have been very near the horizon, by refraction, for 
the sky over it was very beautifully illuminated, 
of a bright reddish colour, which vanished gradu- 
ally in its intensity towards the zenith. An ex- 
periment was made to-day on a piece of ice, simi- 
lar to that which was performed at Petersburg at 
the marriage of the late Emperor of Russia. — I 
allude to the ice-guns that were used on that oc- 
casion. That which we made, however, hardly 
deserved to be called a gun, at least when com- 
pared with those in question, for the block of ice 
that was used was only about three feet long, two 
feet broad, and a foot and a half in thickness ; and 
the bore, which was made with a two-inch augur, 
was about two feet in length ; it was loaded with 
three ounces of powder, but when fired, instead 
of going off like the Russian ice-guns, it burst 
into a thousand fragments. Ice formed on salt- 
water is, from its porosity, very little calculated 
for an experiment of this sort ; and if it were in- 
tended to withstand the shock of the explosion, 
the mass, I presume, ought to be larger than that 
which we used. It was, however, the thickest 
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that we can as yet procure; but if there 
object in repeating the expenment, I ka%-e do doidbt 
but we shall soon be able to get heavier ice ; fiir 
that formed on the channel round the ship since 
Saturday, for it was not cut yesterday on account 
of its being Sunday, was found to-day to be eigkt 
inches thick. 

TVednesdajf^ 17/A. — Nothing of any importance 
occurred for this week past, except that the wea- 
ther has been getting gradually colder : yesterday 
it was as low as 42'' below zero, consequently our 
mercurial thermometers are now of no use. The 
severity of the weather, however, does not con- 
fine the wolves to their dens, for their tracks are 
observed every day, at no great distance from the 
ships ; and one of them was bold enough to-day 
to chace one of our dogs ver>' close to the ships, or 
rather he followed the dog until that animal look 
reftige under the protection of the persons with 
whom he was walking at the time. The wolf, on 
this occasion, betrayed a considerable degree of 
cunning, in order to circumvent his intended prey, 
for he never moved whilst the dog was running to- 
wards him ; but immediately he observed that the 
dog would not approach any nearer, he made to- 
wards him with full speed ; and probably, had the 
dog had a great way to run, he would have overtaken 
him. At the same time that the wolf in i\\ui%ium 
was chasing the dog, another animal of iHw. •am«' 
kind was heard howling at a little distance? iitff but 
the twilight at the time was so faint tliat \m iU$u\A 
not be seen« In the eiftning #m ^4' iimm im$m 
within seventy or eigff^y yar'l4 //( «Im^ W^ip^ «iuj 
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kept walking about within that distance for a con- 
siderable time, howling at short intervals during 
the whole time. Their howl is long, and some- 
what lamentable to the ear ; the only sound ^witii 
which I could compare it, is the cadence, or ter- 
minating sound of a bugle-horn at a distance. 
What attracted them so much to-day we supposed 
to be the smell of some of the narwhal's blubber, 
that we killed in the summer, which we were 
boiling on the ice this forenoon. Between three 
and four o'clock this afternoon, a remarkable 
cloud was observed in the south-west : the centre 
of it, indeed, bore S, W. by S. (true). It diverged 
from a centre, at the horizon, in strait lines, or 
columns, which extended to a great distance over 
the surface of the sky : the lower edge of it, on 
each side, was very straight and well defined ; and 
formed an angle of about 45^ with the horizon. 
Directly over its centre, instead of straight lines, 
it had more the appearance of an immense volume 
of smoke than any thing else. The whole was 
compared by our gunner to a powder-magazine in 
a state of explosion ; which those who had an op- 
portunity of seeing such a sight, thought a very 
apt comparison ; for the reflected rays of the sun, 
which illiunined that part of the sky behind the 
cloud, gave it very much the appearance of an 
immense explosion. It is probable that this re- 
markable cloud had some connection with the 
Aurora Borealis ; for, after it had vanished, which 
took place about six o'clock, that phenomenon was 
seen in the same part of the heavens that the 
cloud occupied : it made its appearancej j^^eed, 
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before the doud disappeared entirdiyy but not 
before it had lost its radiated form, and dispersed 
so much that nothing particular could be seen 
about it. 

Tuesday^ QSd. — The weather, for 
pa&t, has been very boisteroos, danmg 
of the time ; within these two daj^ in 
it blew so strong that theie ham 
cation between the two 
only about eigfafj yards 
count of the doods of 
along by the wind. I 
often the effect Ife wind hm in 
rature of the ataMmfkem, tint jc wiL 
considraed tmtniagjr ^ wsiitt iw; 
again: allowing even tiw t<» lif: iiit 

striking Bummer iSaam 1 iam: is>ns: m mvry tx % ^0%^ 
fore; fot; as Hhr €W0U|p ii \m^ Jl0U mm'^ We 
wind, foMB%fe»K,d«i:caMr^ IP^ n^^Oi^^ 

tinned to £M, wui « wirtWi^gm mem m 0m i» ^ - 
During the wiwfe frf iU0t mmxfMtiu ^ ^aitr W' «»i««< 
was nevier jtfuwjprr iufti ^irwr b mmm^ ^ ^^S^ 
breeze ; aad tie eflSM^M^^ tft^K.. twi' Itr w^. 
mometer aes«r £di ^iS«MW #|f ,. mti^ fa^ <^# « 
came on te Umt Hwii^^ m^ tsim ^\imt mi \^ ^ i^- 
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ing these few days past, the wolves still continue 
to prowl about, for they are often heard howling 
at night in the neighbourhood of the ships : I have 
said at night, perhaps, improperly, for ever since 
the sun left us, and until it returns, it may be 
said to be one continued night ; but, as it is most 
convenient to distinguish the different parts of the 
twenty-four hours, according to the way in which 
we have been accustomed to do, I shall still make 
use of the common distinctive words, of morning, 
noon, evening, and night, in the same manner as 
if these distinctions were apparent in nature ; and 
I may remark, that it is not more incongruous to 
continue these appellations now, than making use 
of them in the summer time, or -when the sun is 
never below the horizon. 

Wednesday y 24}th. — Another play was perform- 
ed by the officers this evening, which amused the 
people very much, and, I believe, that it is in- 
tended to perform one every fortnight during the 
winter, if the weather does not get so cold as to 
prevent it. The weather has of late, indeed, been 
very severe, but when there is no windj we can 
take exercise in the open air without any incon- 
venience, although the thermometer is generally 
between 40° and 50° below zero. A person can- 
not, however, make much use of his hands in the 
manner in which they are obliged to be covered, 
to prevent being frost-bitten : they have, therefore, 
left off cutting the ice round the ships, having 
found that it was impossible to continue that 
operation with safety to the men ; two or three 
of them indeed, got their toes slightly frosts|:)itten. 
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during the last <laT« tber wefr eflsploved at it. 
We have the satisfiKtion to tiniL kovever, tint the 
diflcootiaoatkMi of cutting the ci mu iel dbonre nefi- 
tiooed, has not yet been, nor do I think it t» Ukelr 
to be productive of any bad coosequeaoes; oo the 
contrary, there is reason to expect, that the 5oov 
which is accumulating round the ships will he of 
consid^aUe benefit to us, in the vay of keeping 
them warm, and in order to do this aaor 
tiially, they ha\*e banked the snov up 
their sides all round, except at one plncc, mben a 
hole is to be kept open in the ice in case of toe. 

Mondaj/^ "IQik, — A very intemting and curious 
fact was observetl thb evening, which tends to 
subvert a point that I believe has hitherto been 
received as a general bw, which is, that mercurr 
does not freeze in a higher temperature than ^Ji or 
40 degrees bdow zero. The instance in que»tKMi 
is simply thus, that the mercury- used by jmmuc of 
the officers this evening as an artificial horizon 
whilst taking lunar observations, was found, after 
being four hours exposed in the open air at the 
temperature of 36 degrees below zero, to have 
frozen into a solid mass. The novelty of the thing 
immediately excited attention, and in order to be 
perfectly satisfied that the temperature of the 
atmosphere was not lower than what ^i^-as indi- 
cated by the thermometer used for registering the 
temperature on board, another thermometer was 
tried, and it only fell also to 36*". The only way 
in which I can account for this strange deviation 
from the geiferal law, is, that the mercury had be* 
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come amalgamated with the lead, of whiclr the 
artificial troughs generally used are made. • 

Tuesday y 30th. — The same thing was observed 
again this evening with regard to the mercury, for 
it became solid at the temperature (by a spirit 
thermometer) of 36° below zero. I do not men- 
tion this, however, as a matter of surprise, for it 
was the same mercury that was used last night, 
consequently it ought of course to freeze again at 
the same temperature. 

Wednesday y December 1st. — Between seven and 
eight o'clock this evening, four Paraselenae, or 
mock moons, were observed, each at the distance 
of about 21^** from the moon. One of them was 
situated close to the horizon, and another perpen- 
dicularly above it; the other two were one on 
each side of the moon, in a line parallel with the 
horizon. Their shape was somewhat like that of 
a comet, but incomparably larger, having their 
tails on that side farthest from the moon ; their 
colour was slightly prismatic, the side of them 
that was nearest the moon being of a light orange 
colour, which vanished gradually into a yellow 
towards their tail. 

Shortly after they were seen, a halo, or lumi- 
nous ring, having the moon for its centre, made its 
appearance ; the radius of this ring was equal to 
the distance between the Paraselenae and the 

• That some impurity in the mercury is the cause of its 
freezing at such a low temperature is obvious, I think, from this 
circumstance, namely, that the mercury in the mercurial ther- 
mometer did not freeze even at 38**, for thtf temperature oi 
the air was registered by it until it exceeded that cold. 
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%io()n, eodsequeotly k {MMed through them. At 
the same time that the ring appeared* two yellow- 
ish coloured lines joined the opposite Pkraaelenit, 
and bisected each other at the centre of the circlet 
-thereby dividing it into four equal quarters. These 
lines, or ccdumns, as well as the halo, or ring, and 
the Paraseleme, or mock moons, were at different 
times of different degrees of brightness ; and above 
the halo, that is, between it and the zenith, there 
appeared occasionally a s^^ent of another halo^ 
which touched the upper edge of that above de- 
scribed, or rather the Paraselene that occupied 
that part of it. These phenomena, if I may so 
call them, continued for upwards of an hour, and 
during that period frequently varied, as I have 
already said, in the intensity of their colours, but 
every part preserved invariably the same shape, 
although at times, some parts, particularly the 
upper segment and the cross that divided the 
halo, became so faint as scarcely to be visible. 

Thtarsdajfy 2d. — A Halo, with Paraselene, and 
a cross similar to that above described, were seen 
again this evening, nearly about the same time. 
It is unnecessary to enter again into a detail of 
their appearances, as the above description an- 
swers in every respect to that seen to-night. 

Wednesday f 8^.— ^Nothing occurred for this 
week past deserving of any particular notice ; the 
weather has, to our surprise, been much milder 
than we had reason to expect from the month of 
November, for the thermometer, since the b^^- 
ning of this month, has seldom been lower than 
30% and the average cold has not been greater 
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than 20"* below zero. What Bttle wind We have 
had has been generally from the northward ; but 
I do not mean to imply froiil thi^ however^ that it 
has been more so this month than the la^ ; on the 
contrary, I believe the reverse would be n^^er 
the truth, for it was almost invariably ffom the 
northward during the month of November. I 
omitted to mention^ at the time it happened, 
which was a few nights ago, that the fox caught 
by the Griper has made • his esscape, by the chain 
with which he was^ made fast getting ioose. He 
was; seen next mtmiing close to the ships, and -the 
mark of the chain has been seen . on the snow, at 
BO great distance off, several times since j but I 
think it is probable, unless he is again entrapped, 
that he will soon fall a prey' to the wolves, for he 
must be so much eircttmbered with the chain that 
he has carried off with him, that he will not be 
able to escape from them should he be pursued^ 
and it must also be a great hindrance to him in 
the way of procuring his food.*- 

At the time he was caught, I said very little 
respecting him, any farther than merely a few 
words, stating his size, and general appearance, in 
hopes that I should, as I remarked at the time, be 
able to give a better description of him at some 
future period, when his habits, &c. would be 

* We have reason to suppose that mice constitute the 
princip£il part of their food, for we have seen several of these 
animals during the winter, and their tracks are very numerous 
<m tlie snow. They are perfectly white, and are rather lai^er 
than the common mice. Their shape indeed is quite different, for 
they are short, thick, and fiattish, and their tail is not above 
half an inch in length. 
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better known. I must confess, however, that even 
noW) I can add but very little to what has been 
said of him at the time he was taken. He became 
daily more domesticated, and was latterly so tame, 
that a person might handle him with great free- 
dom, without .running any danger of being bitten } 
he ate any kind of food that was oflered him, but 
what he chiefly subsisted on was bread and peas. 

Sund(xy \%tlu — These ten days past have been 
as barren of events worthy of notice as any period 
of equal length since the commencement of the 
winter, for all nature appears, if I may use the 
expression, as if she had gone to rest, for darkness 
has spread her sable mantle over all the surround- 
ing scene; and the occasional bowlings of the 
wolves, and the whistling of the wind, are the only 
two objects that interrupt the perpetual silence 
that reigns over these dreary regions. The plays, 
however, and such other sources of amusement as 
are within our reach, have hitherto made the time 
pass very cheerfully, and I hope that they mil 
continue to do sa 

Tuesday^ 21 sL — This being our shortest day, 
or, more properly speaking, the day on which the 
sun is farthest from us, several of the officers went 
out on the ice at noon with books to determine 
whether it was possible to read by the twilight, 
and, surprising as it may appear, yet we found 
that the smallest print could be read by it. The 
book that I took was a small (pocket) Common 
Prayer-Book,- (which was the smallest print I could 
find,) and, by facing it towards the south, I could 
read it very distinctly. As the portion of it Uiat 
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presented itself by chance ori this occasion <Jdn* 
taim a good moral lesson, I hope it will not be 
considered an idle or impious thing to quote 
the sentence that happened to be the subject of 
experiment. It was the first verse of tlie forty- 
sixth Psalm : God is our hope and strength: a very 
j^esent help in trouble. In. addition to what has 
been said, I ought also to mention that the wea- 
ther at the time was rather cloudy, so that very 
few stars could be seen, and the moon's decHn- 
ation was about 15*° S., .consequently below the 
horizon j therefore the twilight was the only source 
from which we could receive any light at the time. 
My objiect in being so minute in detailing this cir- 
cumstance is simply to give an idea of the ,degree 
or quantity of light that we still receive from the 
sun. It must not be understood, therefore, that I 
mentioned it as any thing extraordinary or unex- 
pected ; for even if such were my design, I should 
be only exposing my own ignorance, since it is 
known to every person that the twilight does not 
cease until the sun is eighteen degrees below the 
horizon, or passed the imaginary line called the 
crepusculum. 

I have omitted to mention until this time, that, 
ever since we came into this harbour we have used 
no other water except that which is obtained by 
the melting of snow j and yet we have not found 
any of those bad effects from it that are mentioned 
by Captain James in his disastrous voyage in search 
of the north-west passage in the year 1681 ; for 
he says, that the snow-water made himself and 
his people so short-breathed that they could hardly. 
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speak. Ifis own words are, ** It made us no short* 
** breathed that we were scarce able to ipeak.^ 
What Captain James attributed to the snow-water 
was most probably one of the incipient sjmplonis 
pf scurvy, or some other oompUunt, brooght on by 
the cold and comfortless situation in which they 
passed the winter in Hudson Bay. I ought per* 
haps to deier, however, saying any thing on this 
subject until we have passed the winter ourselves, 
in case we should be so unfortunate as to find out 
that his report was true ; but until then I ahaU 
have some doubt whether snow*water docs produce 
that effect. 

Thursday, 9Sd. — The officers performed the 
play called << The Mayor of Garratt" this even- 
ing, and after it a piece wrote purposely for the 
occasion, by Mr. Parry, called the ^ North- West 
*« Passage, or the Voyage Fmished." I believe the 
object of this piece was to point out to the men 
the probability that there is of our accomplishing 
thediscovery of the north-west passage, and the re- 
wards and honours that will be heaped upon all on 
returning home, after performing such an extraor*- 
dinary service* And, as far as I was able to judge, 
it appeared to answer remarkably well the pur- 
pose it was intended for. The thermometer in the 
open air at the time of the performance was at 
39% and on deck, even where the people were 
sitting, it was as low as 19^ during the whole time ; 
but the pleasure they derived from seeing a sc^ie 
exhibiting their own character in so favourable a 
point of view, completely overcame any incon- 

M 3 
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venlence they may hav^ suffered from tb6 state of 
the weather. 

Although it may perhaps to some appear a fri- 
volous anecdote what I am about to mention, yet 
I cannot help noticing it, as it tends to show the 
favourable reception with which the dramatic piece 
in question was received, and Bt the same time 
exhibits in a very noted manner the misapplication 
of words by men who make use of terms Or ex- 
pressions which they do not thoroughly under- 
stand themselves. Whilst the curtain was down 
between the first and second acts, all the men were 
conversing together, extolling the merits of the 
new play, when the boatswain, wisliing to pay a 
higher compliment to it than any other person, said 
that it was much superior to fine or excellent (the 
epithets of approbation used by the seamen) j 
that it was " in fact, real philosophy !" 

Saturday^ ^th. — Notwithstanding our seques- 
tered situation, and the climate in which we are 
situated, we spent Christmas-day as happily as we 
could do in England, with the exception of being 
amongst our friends. Indeed, the only thing that 
could give us any concern, was their not knowing 
that we are so comfortable. As far as meat and 
drink were concerned in making us comfortable, 
we had certainly every reason to be so, for we 
afred most sumptuously, had excellent roast beef 
and venison, and plenty of good port wine, and 
above all, good health to enjoy these luxuries.* 

. ♦ The weather to-day was what we are now accustomed to 
call mild, the thermometer being only 24^ ; a temperature in 
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Satwrdm/^ Jmrnanf \a^ 1890. — The new year 
ushered in without any remarkaUe event to dis» 
tinguinh itpartioukriy: the cold has not* ss we ex^ 
pectedy been at all severe; for the thennometer 
at midnight last (that is at the moment of the 
commencement of the year) was only 5^". About 1 1 
o'clock this forenoon a very beautiful halo, 4^*^ in 
diameter, was observed round the mooiu Itwasin- 
tersected by two luminous columns of a yellowish 
white colour, which crossed each other at right an« 
gles over the moon's disc The breadth of this croas» 
or rather the columns that formed it, were equal to 
tlie moon's diameter, in her immediate vicinity; 
but, as they receded from her, they became nar- 
rower, so that at the place where they touched the 
halo, they had tapered to such a small point that 
they were scarcely visible. In those points of the 
halo, where they terminated, were luminous spots, 
or paraselene : the two horiaontal ones, or those 
situated in that part of the circle where the hori« 
zontal column of light ended, exhibited in the 
prismatic colours very beautifully, and each of 
them bad alcmg tail proceeding from them, similar 
to that which I described on a former occasion* 
when mentioning the appearance of a phenomenon 
of the same kind. The luminous spot, or parase- 
lene, in that part of the halo immediately above the 
moon, was of a \^ faint colour, when compared 
with the two just mentioned, and the fourth one. 



a calm day such as this was, is not at all inconvenient, I had» 
indeed, as pleasant a walk to-day, for upwards of an hour, as if 
it had been in Hyde Furk. 
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that is to say, if it existed, was hid from us, owing 
to its being (as well as a segment of the halo) below 
the horizon, the moon's altitude being only about 
18°, The halo itself was not equally bright all 
round, for in those parts that were equidistant, that 
is 45° from the paraselene, it was of a very faint 
colour, and from these points towards theparaselenae 
it became gradually brighter. Like the Aurora Bo- 
realis, its intervention did not obstruct the light of 
the stars that it chanced to pass over, for the planet 
Mars happened to be situated in the brightest part 
of the horizontal luminous column, and yet it ap- 
peared as bright as usual j its reddish colour seemed, 
indeed, to be a little increased in its brilliancy. This 
halo, as well as that described last month, happened 
about the time of full moon. A hole was cut 
through the ice to-day, to ascertain the thickness 
of it, which was found to be four feet one inch, 
exclusive of the snow that was on it. 

Sunday^ 2c?. — Another halo was seen about the 
moon this forenoon, similar in every respect to that 
described yesterday, except that there was a seg- 
ment of another halo touching its upper side. 
The colour of this segment was much lighter than 
that of the halo itself. The mootfs altitude at the 
time the halo was seen, was 17"^, consequently a 
segment of it was, as I mentioned yesterday, below 
the horizon. 

Thursday^ 6th. — The officers performed the 
farce called " Bon Ton" this evening, in a lower 
temperature than perhaps any thing of the kind had 
ever been done before, at least by Europeans j for 
a thermometer, hung up in front of thejstage, stood 
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at 12% and some parts of the theatre, if I may use 
that word, must have been considerably colder, 
for the stoves and hot shot with which it was 
wanned, was much nearer the place where the 
thermometer hung up, than the after-part of the 
deck where the people sat. The thermometer 
outside the ship at the time was only ^^; but 
there happened to be a fresh breeze of wind, a 
circumstance that Tendered the cdd, as I have 
often observed, less tolerable when the tempera- 
ture is comparatively high, than we find it in the 
severest frost during calm weather. 

Wednesday^ 12th. — A very noted instance of 
this occurred indeed to-day, for I was out walking 
this afternoon when the thermometer was 51^ be- 
low zero, and, owing to the weather being calm at 
the time, I felt.no more inconvenience from it 
than if it had been at zero in a breeze of wind. A 
§mall quantity of strong brandy was exposed in the 
open air this afternoon for the purpose of experi- 
ment. It had not been above ten minutes on deck 
when it began to congeal, and in the course of half 
an hour it became of the consistence of honey, 
and not unlike it indeed in appearance. It never 
became harder than this, although left on deck for 
upwards of an hour ; it was tried again in the 
evening, and after being exposed about an hour 
longer to the same temperature, we found the only 
diflFerence it produced was, that it became dryer, 
being in consistence and appearance somewhat like 
brown jnoist sugar. The freezing did not appear 
to alter either its taste, or strength, in the least j 
jve tasted it in its frozen state, without suffering 
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any inconvenience from it, except a little smarting 
of the tongue. 

Saturday^ 15th. — Between seven and eight 
o'clock this evening, the Aurora Bore^is was &een 
forming a beautiful arch, coincident with the plane 
of the meridian, and extending from the southern 
horizon, across the zenith to the northern horizon. 
^Ailer remaining stationary and of this shape for 
about ten minutes, it then formed an ellipsis of 
great extent, whose transverse diameter was also 
parallel with the plane of the meridian, and situated 
on the east side of it, and in such a position that 
the west side of the ellipsis reached the zenith. It 
remained of this form only a few minutes, and 
±hen assumed a variety of shapes, which were con- 
stantly varying, being chiefly shooting in streams 
from the southern horizon towards the zenith. 

Wednesday, 19<fe. —.One of our dogs had a 
severe fight with a wolf this morning, at the dis- 
tance of between two and thre^ hundred yards 
from the ships ; it was so early in the morning, 
however, that they were not seen at the time, but 
in the course of the forenoon, the place where the 
conflict happened, was soon, and indeed, easily 
found out, from the blood and tufts of hair left on 
the snow. It is impossible to say which of them 
was beat : I think, indeed, that they parted by 
tnutual consent, for both of them must have 
suffered considerably : what the dog has sustained 
there is certainly no question about it, for we have 
seen the extent of the damage, which is a severe 
laceration of the integuments of the lower jaw and 
fore-part of the throat : there appears, indeed, to be 
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a piece taken oat of that part of tlie neck over the 
root of the tongue. Althoogh we have not actually 
seen the wounds that the wolf received, vet there 
are two or three circumstances which lead us to 
suppose, that he suffisred at least as much as the 
dog : for, in the first* pkce, the Jog is a very 
powerful one, and certainlv much superior in pt)int 
of strength ix> the Wolf; and, in the next plac(% we 
found a considerable quantity of biooci at a place^ 
where the latter animal had lain down, about a 
mile from the ships, from which we may ronriiuie 
that he had received some serious wounU's, mikv 
the blood was not staunched atter hav;p<r *'»i.f l.-rf 
distance in such weather as this, V\ e w^r» ^ -: f- 
what at loss at first, when L:e icq carr.t- n r ..: u 
to know what animal he hail btren nj: -^z * * — 
for we had no reason to tli .k *l.a: ,: •iu: ^--x \ • . 
a wolf, since a dog btl.' z- i v. /.- / .i- \' — 
of the Griper has beer: iee:: : -r - / ■ i . i * 
that has been in tie ii.ir st , .* . ; * . : 
of the ships fvr ^^^nL ri^t; *\r . ,--:._ . • 
in question }^i '-y^.-r. »:> s.; . - j^ -; -- , -- 
night ar.d tl'-ji r:r .- ^ ^ t - ■ . > . 
The only wifi ^;iir'il r*. ; »• •.<•. r . 

the isixo ^i}j*t r«r*, :;;.//: i -• %■ - v., . . 
been rece>.>;d- V :ii.v *.::,■ i: ^a ^^v*- - 
used, u 1;- -tk : tiiiT. -:>, ;-i^r * -^ .«.• , ... . 

with ZTTiijt*^ V.O:! «!' I »• '•r.* j •.> -<-.,--, 
may LiT^ V*::*^ U<i;»'«^ .a < v» -^ V 

beiidet, titt O-i*^^'* v.- i *. ^- . * .. ^^ 
fore i*r;< JAi.n .j*; i> ; i^^ ..- v ....-I .. 
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blacky could not be easily taken for an animal o£ 
their own kind. I mention these circumstances, 
however, as a mere matter of opinion, and I have 
no doubt but it will be considered; that I have 
said more about the subject altogether than it 
deserved- 

Thursday^ February 3d. — Nothing of any im- 
portance occurred for this fortnight past ; the 
weather has been for most part of the time more 
boisterous than we have usually had it during the 
first part of the winter, the thermometer has there- 
fore never been very low ,; for, from the 20th of last 
months until two o'clock this afternoon, it had 
never been below 40° ; this evening however it 
came on a calm^ and the thermometer before 
midnight fell as low as 44^. For some days past 
we have had so much light about noon, that both 
oflScers and men generally went to the mast-head 
to look out for the sun ; for althougli we were 
perfectly aware of the time on which it ought to 
reappear, according to its declination, yet as the 
Dutch navigator, Barentz, saw it at Nova Zembla 
.several days before it ought to be seen, in the lati- 
tude in which he wintered, we had reason to 
suppose that whatever effect refraction might have 
there, the same might be expected to take place 
here. Notwithstanding our vigilance, we always 
found, however, that although it must have been 
very nigh the horizon for some days past, that it 
never appeared above it until to-day. * As the 

* It deserves to be mentioned, that although we have not 
«een the sun so long before the time it ought to be seen as 
Parentz 4id, yet that its reappearance to-day is three days 
19 
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it was not always of the same brilliancy, but that it 
twinkled so that the upper part of it vanished 
altogether for a moment ; it then instantaneously 
brightened up as splendid as before ; this twinkling 
went on in quick succession, during the whole 
time the column appeared. .Its breadth was about 
equal to the sun's diameter, and its height, or 
altitude, when in its greatest splendour, was be-s 
tween four and five degrees. 

Friday f lith. — The dog belonging to one of 
the officers of the Griper, which has been men- 
tioned some time ago, as having been in the habit 
of paying visits to the wolves, or at all events on 
being on very familiar terms with them, has been 
missing since the 2d inst. He was supposed, for 
the first day or two, to have remained only a little 
longer than usual to gratify his amorous propensities, 
and that, after his desires had been satiated, cold 
and hunger would induce him to return. But the 
length of time that he has now been away, leaves, 
I think, very little hope that we shall see him any 
more. It is most probable that they decoyed him 
into one of their dens, and there destroyed him ; 
some, however, are of opinion that he lost his way 
in returning to the ships, and ultimately perished 
by the cold j but as it is a subject not worthy of 
any great speculation, I shall not say any more 
about it. It is possible, indeed, that when the snow 
melts in the spring, we shall fall in with some 
remains of him that will tend to show the manner 
in which he was lost. The weather to-day, and for 
some days past, has been very fine; from ten o'clock 
in the forenoon^ until two in the afternoon, there is 
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generally a zone or belt, <^a beautiful red colour, 
all roufid the horizon, from the S. K roand by 
north to the S. W. The breadth of this rii^ is 
from four to five degrees ; it is brightest near the 
horizon, and its colour diminishes gradually 
towards its upper edge, where it terminates in a 
pale yellow. Tlie colour of the sky above this 
belt is of the finest Uue, which increases gradually 
in its intenrity, or daainem, towards the zenith. 
The Aurora Borealis has been seen for some nights 
past, but never very brilliant ; the electrometer 
has been tried, but it was not affected by it, nor 
has any effect been produced by it on the most 
sensible of our azimuth-compasses. 

Monday^ lA^tlu — The thermometer this after^ 
noon fell to 5i^^ below zero, which is the greatest 
cold that we have yet roistered, or indeed that 
we have any weU authenticated account of any 
one else having registered. * The weather at the 
time was perfectly calm, and although certainly 
cold, it was so far from being intolerably so, that 
we walked about in the open air without any 
inconvenience, and without any additional clothing 
more than we have been accustomed to wear 
throughout the winter. I am of opinion, indeed, 
that a much greater degree of cold might be en- 
dured in calm weather without suffering any bad 
effect from it, for the feelings does not appear by 

♦ M. Haiiy indeed mentions that it is recorded in the Trans- 
actions of the Academy of Petersburg, that a temperature of 
SiV below zero had been registered once in some part 4^ 
Siberia. 
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any means to be so sensible after the thermometer 
has fallen to between SO*^ or 40^ below zero. 

We had a good instance to-day of the effect that 
difierent colours have in reflecting heat, for the 
piece of board on which the thermometers were 
suspended had one side of it painted black, and 
the other side white, that is of the colour of the 
wood itself, and it was observed that the ther- 
mometer suspended on the black side, nevei* 
fell lower than 52^, while the one that hung 
on the white side of the board stood at 54^ * I 
remarked also at this time that the smoke 
from the ships rose quite perpendicularly, (there 
being no wind at the time,) so that a low tern* 
perature alone does not appear to be sufficient to 
produce the phenomenon of smoke falling to the 
ground as some have observed, but which I must 
confess I have never seen myself, although I have 
frequently, during this winter, looked out for the 
thing. I havie observed, indeed, two or three 
times, that the vapour from the coppers, when they 
were melting snow, condensed, and fell immediate- 
ly it came into the open air ; but this is easily ac- 
counted for, nor could indeed any thing else be 
expected than that aqueous vapour would, on 
coming into a temperature of thirty or forty 
degrees below zero, immediately condense, and 
consequently fall. 

Tuesday^ 15th. — At six o'clock this morning 

* As the piece of board on which they (thennometers) were 
suspended, was set up on the ice at a considerable distance, 
(perhaps from 80 to 90 yards) from the ship, we are certain 
that this difference could not be caused by any locality, or 
substance that was near it. 



Digitized 



by Google 




• I< 



papflHfia 



attliet 






r # 



1*. 1fe(: 'TM^ 



Lbjm 

letttlMi tv« 



#^ti^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



178 . A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

shore was observed to be on fire; every person ran 
immediately to put it out ; but the mats with which 
the inside of it was lined were so dry, that it was 
found impossible to extinguish it, or rather to 
smother it, ibr, as we had no water, the only thing 
that we could substitute for it was snow, which 
was thrown on it in great abundance, but with 
very little effect j for, notwithstanding the violence 
of the fire, it melted but very little of the snow. 
But although it did not extinguish the fire, it an- 
swered another purpose, almost equally beneficial, 
for by covering the different astronomical instru- 
ments, &c., they were secured from the fire, and 
after this important point had been accomplished, 
the roofing was pulled off, and in a few minutes 
after the fire was extinguished. After the snow 
was thrown out, it was found that very little 
damage had been done to any of the instruments ; 
the astronomical clocks, which were the mo^t 
valuable articles there, were fortunately in the 
cases as they were landed, which secured them 
completely. A repeating circle was, indeed, the 
only instrument of any importance that was in- 
jured ; and the only damage it sustained W{U9 its 
levels having got broke, most probably by the 
boiling of the spirits that they contained. A pair 
of mountain barometers, and two or three thermo- 
meters, were, I understand, the only instruments 
that were destroyed. I ought to mention, how- 
ever, that several articles of wearing apparel, (that 
had been taken there to get washed,) were con- 
sumed, and three or four fowling-pieces, that had 
been there undergoing some repair, had. their stocks 
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up close to the stove having caught fire, which 
communicated it immediately to the dry mats with 
which the inside of the house was lined. 

Mmdojf^ QSth. — We had a portion of the 2d, 
19th, and 22d articles of war read on the quarter- 
deck to-day, and after that a long order relating 
chiefly to some difference between two of the offi- 
cers some days ago. 

Wednesday, March 8th. — Nothing has occurred 
for this week past deserving of particular notice, 
except haloes and parhelia, which have been seen at 
different times round the sun ; their usual distance, 
or I may say, indeed, their almost invariable dis- 
tance from it is about Q^i"" ; although from their 
edge being sometimes but badly defined, it is 
found at times to be a few minutes, and sometimes 
even a degree less. The most beautiful pheno- 
menon of this kind that I have yet seen was ob- 
served this afternoon ; the parhelia were so bright^ 
that had the sun not been in sight, either of them 
(for there were two) might be supposed to be it, 
behind a thin cloud. They were parallel to the 
horizon, at the usual distance from the sun, and 
situated so that a straight line drawn from the one 
to the other would pass through the sun. The 
side of them that was nearest to it was of a bright 
reddish colour, which vanished gradually into 
orange, and that again into yellow ; but instead of 
the rest of the prismatic colours following this, as 
usual, in succession, the next colour was a very 
brilliant white, which occupied the centre of the 
parhelia. The halo W0& also very beautiful, and 
presented all the prismatic colours faintly. 

16 
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The ' weather, for two or three days past, has 
been much finer than we have had it since the 
commencement of the winter, for the thermometer 
i?iras for some hours yesterday, and the day before, 
above zero ; and at two o'clock yesterday after- 
noon, when placed in the sun under the stem of 
the ship, it rose to S5^ 

Tuesday J 14fth. — One of the men who was frost- 
bitten when the house was burnt a fortnight ago, 
had a part of three fingers of the left, and two of 
the right hand amputated to-day, in consequence 
of what he suffered at that time, having destroyed 
life in the joints that were removed,^ Whatever 
the process is that destroys vitality by means of 
cold, its effects on the parts that are destroyed are 
very different from that produced by sphacelus, 
or mortification of any other kind, that I remem- 
ber having ever seen ; for neither the size, nor the 
texture of the parts in question, were in the least 
altered, except that the skin and nails came off a 
few days ago. 

The destruction of the skin, or rather the de- 
tachment of it, has almost invariably taken place- 
in every case of frost-bite that has occurred since 
the beginning of the winter. Of the mode of 
treating them, although our practice has been very 
considerable, I am not aware that we can throw 
any additional light on the subject. Friction, with 
snow at first, and afterwards immersion in cold 
water, until sensation is restored, appears to be the 
best applications to begin withj and when cold 
applications did not subdue in a short time, the^ 
inflammation that afterwards occurred, I always* 

N 3 
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observed that cataplasms were the most efficacious 
remedies* 

Thursday^ 16//*. — The weather, for these ten 
days past, has been, generally speaking, very 
windy, which we attribute, as is customary, to 
the approach of the equinox. The temperature 
of the air still keeps very low, for the thermometer, 
to-day, at noon, in the shade, was 21° below zero; 
whilst, in the sun, at the same time, it rose to 
29% making the extraordinary difference of 50'' 
between the sun and the shade. The officers per- 
formed this evening the last play that is intended 
to be acted this season ; and after it, was spoken a 
very appropriate epilogue, written for the occasion 
by Mr. Wakeham. 

Monday y 20th. — A large white bird was seen to- 
day by two of our men, who were on shore } it is^ 
generally supposed that it was an owl; but the 
men themselves think that it was a glaucous gull, 
or burgomaster as they call it ; and as one of those 
who saw it has been often in Greenland, and con- 
sequently must have frequently seen these birds, 
some deference is certainly due to his opinion, 
however much we may be surprised to find a bird 
of this kind in these regions so early. 

Thursday^ 23d. — A hole was made tq-day 
through the ice, about a cable's length frpm the 
ship, for the purpose of ascertaining its thickness^ 
which was found to be six f^t ^ix inchies, exclu- 
sive of six or seven inches of snow that lay on ita 
surface. Although the temperature of the air is 
still much below the freezing point, it may he pre-* 
turned, I thinks that the ice will npt iacri^tae 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO isB ABcnc wammmt. \$B 

much more in thictaw this »hoiw ^ Hit ii^ 
fluence of the inn is now very pcrccpcibfe fhaoi 
noon until two o'dock* 

Mimdi^^ 27IA. — Tke people have been c«k 
ployed for some days past bringing stooca down 
from the hills to the beach for ballast. This way 
of emplojring them happens to oomc very oppofw 
tundy, for some cases of scurvy have Utcly niada 
their appearance ; but it is to be hoped* that since 
the weathCT now permits their being employed in 
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spreading any farther. We found a fox to^^lay 
(dead) in one of the traps that are out ; he is 
about the saase siie* and in every respect similar 
in appearance to the one caught by the Griper in 
the winter time. The weather^ although fine* still 
keeps cold ; for the thermometer, at four o'clock 
this morain^ was as low as 59 below zero, and for 
some days past it has not, at any time of the day^ 
been \a^ than 18^ 
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enough of curiosity to cause an enquii^y to be 
made, if' any person in either ship had cut the 
letter in question ; when it was found, that one of 
the men belonging to the Griper, who was of the 
party that lost their way in the month erf September 
last, recollected his having, during the time they 
were away, cut the letter P, which is the first of 
his name (viz. Peter Fisher), on a stone, whilst he 
was sitting down resting himself. From this cir- 
cumstance it would appear, that the party in 
question, instead of going, as some of them 
thought, a great way inland, must have gone to 
the eastward, at no great distance from the coast, 
for the distance between the place where the stone 
was picked up, and where the ships then lay, is 
upwards of twenty miles, so that their going and 
returning over that space would occupy no incon- 
siderable portion of the time they were away. 

Wednesday^ 5th. — The weather to-day, and for 
some days past, has been remarkably fine : the 
thermometer in the sun this afternoon rose as high 
as 46° ; in the shade, however, it still keeps low; 
at four o'clock this morning it was 24® below zero, 
and even at noon it was IS"", 

In speaking o£ the scurvy having made its ap- 
pearance last month, I omitted to mentioa that 
several cases of it occurred also in the Griper about 
the same time, one or two of them with symptoms 
rather more un£ivourable than any we had here. 
In consequence of this, and their having a greater 
proportion of cases than we had, it was deemed 
expedient to remove the men's bed-places, and to 
substitute hammocks for them, as it was supposed 
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that the dampness occasioned by the steam of their 
victuals, and breath, &c. condensing in their bed- 
places, from the smallness of their deck, had been 
conducive ta the increase of the disease. What 
share of influence this alteration has had in pro- 
ducing the favourable change that has since taken 
place, I will not venture to assert ; but I have 
pleasure in stating, that all those who were ill in 
both ships are now recovering^ f kst ; and, indeed, 
with the exception of one or two, are all quite 
well.* 

. Sunday^ 9thr — Haloes and parhelia have been 
seen at different times since the beginning of this 
month ; but as none of them differed in any way 
from those that have been already described, I have 
omitted saying any thing about them. One was 
seen to-day, however, which differed very mate- 
rially from any that we have hitherto seen. It first 
appeared at noon, and continued visible until six 
o'clock in the evening. It exhibited the greatest 
display of colours about one o'clock. It consisted 
of one complete halo, 45^ in diameter, and seg 
ments of several other haloes ; the most perfect 
of them was immediately above it, where their 
peripheries touched : the other segments were one 
on each side of the halo, not unlike parts of a 
rainbow resting on the horizon ^ and two above it, 
that is, between it and the zenith. Besides these, 
there was another complete ring, of a pale white co- 
lour, which went right round the sky, panJlel with 
the horizon, and at a distance from it equal to the 

* Their speedy recovery on board of us, may be attributed 
in a great measure to some mustard and cress, which Mr. Parry 
took great pains to grow in his cabin for them. 
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sun's altitude. Where this ring or circle cut the halo, 
there were two parhelia^ and another close to the 
horizon, directly under the sun ; this was by far the 
most brilliant of the parhelia, being exactly like the 
sun slightly obscured by a thin cloud at its rising or 
setting. With respect to the colours of the other 
parhelia and haloes, I may say of them in general, 
that they were prismatic, and showed them more 
or less to advantage, according to the state of the 
weather : when there was a little snow falling, as 
was frequently the case during the day, the dif- 
ferent colours shone with the greftest splendour. 
I have always observed, indeed, when these haloes 
or parhelia are seen, that there is a little snow 
falling, or rather small spicuke^ or fine crystals of 
ice. 

Friday J 14*A. — One of our dogs, which had 
been with a wolf for these three days past, re- 
turned to the ship this morning, without having 
suffered any injury from its ravenous companicMi, 
which we suspect to be a she-wolf, from the in- 
timacy that appeared to subsist between them. Cte 
Wednesday, a party of us were within a hundred 
yards of them, when another dog that we had 
with us ran up to them ; but he appeared to be 
a very unwelcome visitor, for she gave him a few 
rough shakes, which soon sent him back howling. 
She was about the size of a Newfoundland dog, 
and not unlike one in shape, only that her tail was 
longer, for it reached the ground. The -weather 
is fine and clear ; but, considering the advanced 
state of the season,, it is much colder than we anti- 
cipated to have it at this time ; for the thermometer 
has been for several nights past as low as 30** ; and 
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at a time. They keep^ for most part of the time, 
within sight of the ships ; but she is so wary, that' 
it is impossible to get within gun-shot of her ; and 
the traps that we have are too small to hold her, — 
for some animal, which we suppose to be a wolf, 
has been in them once or twice, but yet managed 
to get away. 

They have, within these few days past, been 
surveying the provisions, fuel, and stores of the 
Griper. They have not yet finished, so that the 
report of survey is not yet made out. I under- 
stand, however, that the frost has done some da- 
mage to their lemon-juice, by bursting many of the 
bottles. This, indeed, is a thing that has occurred 
to our own, and with which we have been ac- 
quainted for a long time past ; for, in many of the 
lemon-juice -cases that were opened during the 
winter, several bottles were found broken. 

TJiursdayj May 4itk. — An order has been issued 
to-day, stating that the officers and men. of both 
ships are to be reduced to two-thirds* allowance of 
all sorts of provisions, except " meat, and sugar 
for cocoa," on the 8th instant. Whether this re- 
gulation is in consequence of any deficiency that 
has been found by the late survey or not, I am 
unable to say, as the order did not state the 
reason ; but certainly there must be good reasons 
for adopting such a measure, particularly at this 
time, when active employment is about to com- 
mence. The weather is now improving daily j 
the thermometer, about midnight, generally falls 
as low as zero, but during the day it is, for the 
most part of the time, from 10*" to l^"* above it j 
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and on the SOth of last month it rose to 32% 
which is the greatest heat that we have experi- 
ienced since we came to Winter Harbour. 

The people have been employed, during these 
two days past, clearing away the snow that was 
banked up against the ship's sides at the b^in* 
ning of the winter ; and, after it is cleared off, 
it is intended to cut the ice round the ship, for it 
i3 not considered safe to put ballast into her whilst 
fast in the ice. 

In that part where they have cleared away the 
snow, we had an opportunity of observing that the 
ice has not increased in thickness from its upper 
surface during the winter ; for the surface of the 
ice on the channel that they used to cut round 
the ship was exactly in the same position, with 
respect to her «ides, as when they left off cutting 
it ; and the ice on the edge or bsmk of this chan- 
nel was a few inches higher than it, just the same 
as it was before it was covered with snow. My 
reason for mentioning this circumstance, is, be- 
cause an opinion was some time ago entertained 
that a considerable part of the floe-ice was formed 
by the snow which fell upon it, consolidating on 
its surface; and, certainly, there was very good 
foundation for supposing this to be the case, for 
the water obtained from the floe-ice, when dis- 
solved, we never found to be any more than 
slightly brackish, and that which we found in the 
pools on its surface was so fresh, that we used to 
water the ship from them. It is evident, how- 
ever, from the foregoing circumstance, and many 
others that might be adduced, if necessary, that 
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the ice is formed from the water, and not from 
the snow, although there can be no doubt but the 
latter adds very materially to the thickness of the 
floes. Since the first of tliis month, the sun has 
been seen above the hills at midnight, so that we 
have now lost the natural distinction of day and 
night ; however, for the sake of perspicuity, I 
shall continue to use these terms. 

Wednesday y 10th. — Nothing has occurred for 
this week past deserving of notice, except the 
gradual improvement in the state of the weather, 
and that, indeed, is very slow ; for the thermo- 
meter, even now, fell at midnight to zero ; the 
progress of vegetation is, however, beginning to 
be very perceptible. The people have been em- 
ployed, as above mentioned, cutting the ice round 
the ship. The average thickness •of it is about 
seven feet, which I think may be presumed to be 
the general thickness of all the ice on this har- 
bour, and perhaps, indeed, of all the ice that has 
been formed oft* this coast during the last winter. 

Friday y 12th. — At two o'clock this afternoon 
the thermometer in the shade rose as high as 
18% although the wind at the time was from 
the northward ; we had besides to-day another 
instance of the approach of summer, which is that 
of a ptarmigan having been seen. Its plumage, 
with the exception of the tips of the tail feathers, 
was perfectly white, and these were of a jet-black 
colour. 

Saturday 9 13th. — A ptarmigan was shot to-day, 
which is supposed to be that seen yesterday, as it 
was found near the same place ; it was in very good 
condition, from which we might infer* if we were 
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in doubt about the matter, that it liad been living 
in a better country than this during the winter. 
But, I believe, every one is perfectly satisfied that 
they migrated to the southward at the commence- 
ment of the winter, for if they lived in this country 
we must have surely seen some of them during these 
eight months past ; besides, if we had no other 
ground to reason upon than the myriads of them 
» that are found in the neighbourhood of Hudson's 
Bay during the winter, it might be inferred that 
they migrate thither during that season. 

Monday J 15th. -^ Several ptarmigans have been 
seen by different persons yesterday anjl to-day, 
and their tracks and excrement are met with so 
frequently on the snow, that there must be a great 
many of them already arrived. I have seen four 
of them to-day on the wing coming from the south- 
ward. A snow-bunting and a raven were also seen 
to-day. One of the parties that were out obsei'ved 
a curious scene between the latter and a wolf : when 
the raven had lighted, the wolf managed to get 
within a few yards of him unperceived, but imme- 
diately he (the wolf) observed that he was seen by 
the raven, instead of running direct on to him, he 
began to go round him, at the same time closing 
upon Ivm so gradually as to be scarcely perceived ; 
but before he had accomplished his object, the 
party got so close to them as to set them off. Se- 
veral tracks of rein-deer were seen yesterday lead- 
ing to the ndrthward : they were supposed to be 
fresh tracks by those who saw them, but the tracks 
that they left on the snow before tlie winter set in 
are yet in some places so perfect, that some doubts 
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are yet entertained whether those in question are 
not old tracks. For my own part, I consider it quite 
unnecessary to offer an opinion on the subject, for 
if they are fresh tracks, it is more than probable 
that in a very short time we shall have unequivocal 
proofs of the return of the deer. The weather haa 
been very mild for these two days, but the thermo- 
meter in the shade has not been above 20'', but 
it is above the freezing point in the sun every day 
in places that are sheltered from the north wind, 
and having a southerly aspect. As soon as the 
weather is likely to become permanently fine, I 
understand that it is intended for a party to go 
over land to the northward, to ascertain, if possible, 
the breadth of this island, and to see what state, the 
sea is in to the northward, together with such other 
remarks as they may be able to make. For the 
greater convenience of carrying the provisions, 
tents, and other baggage they are to take, a light 
cart is making, which the men are to draw. The 
tents (two in number) are made of blankets, and 
are to be set up on boarding pikes, which, in case 
of its being necessary to make defence against any 
animal, will be found useful weapons. ■ The pro- 
visions are packed in such a way that, in the event 
of the cart breaking down, or its being firpm any 
other reason necessarily abandoned, that they may 
carry them on their backs. I shall forbear saying 
any more about the subject at present, as I expect 
a few days will enable me to give a full accountof 
the equipment, &c. of the party. . .vi 

Wednesday^ Vfih. — Several of the people wto 
have been out oti excursions at different times dur- 
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Sng this week past, have experienced ^frn their 
return severe pains in their eyes, or,- as it is com- 
monly called, snow-blindness. It first commences 
hy a sensation ^somewhat like that which is felt 
when sand or dust gets into a person's eyes : in- 
.deed those who were first affected could hardly be 
persuaded but that their sufierings proceeded from 
something of that sort, for the general complaint 
was that sand or dust got into their eyes. The 
true cause is now, however, perfectly well known, 
and to prevent the recurrence of the complaint, 
all the men before they go out are ordered to wear 
a piece of crape, or some substitute for it, over 
their eyes. All the cases that have yet occurred 
of this complaint recovered in two or three days 
by keeping the eyes covered, and bathing them oc- 
casionally with some cooling lotion; that which we 
have used is what is commonly called the sugar of 
lead (Ceritssa acet) Notwithstanding all the cases 
that we have hitherto had of this complaint yielded 
easily to the topical application above mentioned, 
some of them had their eyes highly inflamed, and, 
as I have already said, exceedingly painful, inso- 
much that one or two of them could hardly be 
persuaded, the first day, but that they would lose 
their eye-sight. 

Several grous {Ptarmigans) have been killed 

witiiin these two or three days past, and we are 

now perfectly certain that there are deer on the 

island, although we have not yet seen any of 

^em. 

TbtSy finished cutting the channel round the 
ship to-day, and immediately she was relieved 
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from the ice, she rose about a foot and a half 
forward, and a foot aft ; which was contrary to 
what was generally believed would take place, 
for it was supposed that she was buoyed up by 
the ice. A little reflection, however, would show 
that the reverse must have happened, for all 
the fuel and provisions that have been consumed 
for these eight months past must have necessarily 
lightened her very considerably; consequently, 
the ice, by maintaining her in the same position 
that she occupied at the commencement of the 
winter, would tend to keep her down, or, in other 
words, force her to draw more water than was ne- 
cessary to float her. 

Thursday^ \%th. — The weather continues to 
improve daily. I need only mention as a proof of 
this the following instance, which is, that tJie 
Griper's housing was taken off her to-day, and I 
believe ours is kept on merely because the survey 
on some of the stores, &c. is not yet completed. 

Wednesday^ 24^A. -^ Nothing has occurred for 
this week past deserving of notice, except I was 
to give a diary of the gradual change in the state 
of the weather, which, as I have frequently men- 
tioned of late, continues to improve. ThcL ther- 
mometer to-day, in the shade, has been from eight 
o'clock in the morning until midnight above the 
freezing point, so that in the sun the snow and 
ice must be dissolving very rapidly. Within these 
two or three days past, little pools of water have 
been formed on the snow, in different places where 
earth had drifted over it. This is particularly exem- 
plified on the snow between the two ships ; for the 
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•MltweqHiif^ortiw 
thfovn w€iboMii» dii li pti 
that ipacc is dov rnwpin 
nmy eae the trjtrr wmm Tkt 
obvious, being caused bj tke m 
just meBtiofied afasoriiiag the mfs «f the •■■» 
and by Chat memas actiiv m the 
same reasoii will acxouat tor the 
that are nset vith oo the saoar, mm the i 
it is mixed with earth. Aaolher • 
curred to-day, that shews, if possible, ia a 
d^^ree, the change in the weather, which is, that 
we had two showers of raia to-day, oae ia the 
morning; and the other in the ereaiag. Thss is 
such an extraordinary phenoroeaoa ia these re* 
gions, that when the first shower was reported, we 
all ran oa deck to see it, and some were not even 
satisfied with seeing it, but were so much taken 
with the novelty of the thing, that they went out- 
side to receive a little of it. 

Satmrdiof^ ijth. — Two ivory gnlb were seen 
to-day, from which we may infer, that there 
must be open water at no great distance off*. 
Among the many instances that I have lately 
nsentioned, of the great change that has taken 
place in the state of the weather, nothing can 
more dearly shew this, than a circumstance that 
occurred this afternoon^ which is, that two miis* 
quitoes have been caught. They were rather 
smaller than those of tropical cltnurtm, but re^ 
sembled them in e%'ery other respect* A great 
part of the hills is now tmcoirefed of thrir WmH^f 
garb, and vegetation is in %mf^ plar^^ w^fl mI. 
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vanced. From this circumstance we have been 
induced to manure, and delve two or three pieces 
of ground, in which are to be sown radishes, 
<onions, and some other seeds of culinary plants, 
4hat were supplied to the ship. 

Thursday ^ June IsL — The expedition that I 
mentioned some time ago, that were gettitag ready 
for travelling overland to the northward, is in- 
tended so set off this evening. It is to consist of 
five officers, and seven men, whose names are as 
follows, viz. 

Lieut. W. E. Parry - - Hecla. 

Capt. E. Sabine, R. A. - ditto. 

Mr. Alex. Fisher, Assistant Surgeon ditto. 

— Jo. Nias, Midshipman - ditto. 

— And. Reid, ditto - Griper. 
Serjt. Martin, R. A. - - Hecla. 

M'Mahon, R. M. - ditto. 

Wm. Dick, seaman - - ditto. 

Rich. Drew, ditto • - - ditto. 

Jo. Kately, marine - - • ditto. 

P.Jisher, seaman - - Griper. 

Benj. Scrivener, ditto. - ditto. 

As I am appointed to be one of this party, I must 
necessarily omit saying any thing concerning the 
occurrences that may happen on board, until our 
return 5 therefore, what immediately follows, will 
be a diary of every thing worthy of notice, that 
comes under our observation in the course of our 
excursion. The object of the expedition I have 
already mentioned, being that of determining, if 
possible, the breadth of this land, and if that can 
be accomplished, to see what state the sea is in to 
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the northward. Some minor otjects m^t dbo 
be enumerated, that make it desiraUe that such 
an excursion should be undotaken; §ar Eino- 
peans have seen so little of the interior of Arctic 
lands, that, had we no other object, that akme 
would be a sufficient motive for undertaking such 
a journey, more particularly as it ha{qpens to be a 
time when nothing else can be daoe^ for although 
the weather i^ very fine, the ice cm the haxhour ifr 
dissolving but slowly, so that there is no imme^ 
diate prospect of an opeai sea. We are'to take 
three weeks' provisions with us, two tents» and se- 
veral bundles of dry wood for fuel, these articles,, 
being, as it were, public proper^, are to be car- 
ried in the cart.* £very officer and man are to 
carry besides a certain number of articles, (for 
their own particular use,) of which a list has been 
made, in order to furnish themselves accordingly. 
These are a blanket, a spare pair of shoes,, two. 
spaje pair of stockings, a flannel shirt, and a 
number of smaller articles, that hardly deserve to 
be specified separately ; let it suffice, that the 
whole of every individual's private baggage, 
weighs from eighteen to twenty-four pounds. We 
carry it in knapsacks ; the officers have one each,, 
and the men a knapsack between every two. Be- 
sides the articles above-mentioned, we have three 
fowling-pieces, and two pistols, with a. consider- 
able quantity of ammunition, by means of which, 
we may presume, on being able to add a littie to 
our stock of provisions on our way. 

* The weight of every thing on the cart was altogether about 
800 lbs. 

03 
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Being thus equipped, we started from the lAiips 
at a quarter of an hour after five o'clock in the s^ 
temoon* We were accompanied to the beach 
by almost every individual in both ships, where 
they gave us Uiree hearty cheers, which we re- 
tunned with equal spirit. Tlie major part of the 
people now returned on board ; sixteen officers and 
men, however, who were anxious to give us, if 
possible, a more convincing proof of their zeal 
towards the enterprize we were undertaking, ac* 
coo^anied us for about five miles, carrying our 
knapsacks, and drawing the cart. On their parting, 
another volley of cheers was aterchanged. We 
now proceeded on by ourselves, until a quarter 
past eleven o'clock, when we stopped, pitched our 
tents, and supped, or, according to our intended 
arrangement of time, dined ; for as We are to tra- 
vei at night, it will be best, I think, to name our 
meals according as they occur with regard to our 
time of rest. The reason that we are to reverse the 
order of time, or, in other words, to sleep in the 
day and travel at night, is because the day*tiroe is 
the warmest, and consequently the fittest for rest- 
ing to people provided as we are with no other 
oovering than what we wear, except the tent, and 
a smgle blanket each. 

Friday 2rf. — We had every thing packed up 
again at a quarter before one o'clock this nioming, 
and resumed our journey. In the Dpnkin's pre- 
served meat«<»se that was emptied at dinner, we 
put a slip of parchment, on which was written a 
brief account, of the party who left it, and (^po- 
sited it under a small pile of stones .at the place 
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The fawn appeared to be very young, at least if I 
may judge of its age by its size, for it did not look 
to be much larger than a full grown cat. It could 
run however very fast, for one of our party who 
went a little dirtance after them, found that he had 
no chance of coming up with them by dint of 
running. The fawn appeared to be rather of a 
darkier colour than the doe ; the latter did not diiFer 
in this respect from those that we killed in the be- 
ginning of last winter. 

We. continued our journey until six o*^clock thi» 
morning, when we again pitched our tents, supped, 
and laid down to rest, leaving an oflBcer and a man 
on watch, to keep a look-out, in case of our being 
taken by surprise, by any wild animal, &c. Soon 
after we pitched our tents, an accident occurred 
to our thermometer, owing to the carelessness of 
one of the men, who let something fall upon it, 
which rendered it useless. The ground was frozen 
quite hard when we laid down, but the heat of the 
sun was so very powerful during the day, that we 
found no inconvenience from cold in our tents, but 
from being as yet unaccustomed toi>ivouacking, few 
of us got any sleep ; we rested however very com- 
fortably. 

We found by meridian altitude, our latitude to 
be 75° OO' 37'' N., and longitude, by chronometer, 
10' east of Winter Harbour, so that we must have 
travelled over fifteen or sixteen miles of ground, 
since we left the ships ; the difference of latitude 
alone between them and us being thirteen geogra- 
phical miles. At four o'clock P. M . we all got up, 
and prepared for resuming our journey. We break- 
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fasted on biscuit, and a pint of gruel, each made 
of Salop powder, which we found to be a veiy pa- 
latable dish. Immediately after breakfast, a party, 
consisting^of an officer, and two men, who accom- 
panied us for the first day's journey, returned to the 
ships. This escort consisted properly of three men, 
but we found the snow so soft inland, that it 
was deemed necessary to take one of these men with 
us*, so that our travelling party now consists of 
thirteen persons, instead of twelve, as was origi- 
nally intended. We started again at six o'clock 
in the evening, and continued our journey until 
half-past ten P. M., when we again pitched our 
tents, dined, and rested between three and four 
hours J for we had a very heavy pull all the after- 
noon, our march being along the skirts of the plain 
before-mentioned, which as I have already remarked, 
is so deeply covered with snow, that it required 
the united exertions of all the officers and men of 
the party to drag the cart through it The only 
animals we saw in the course of our journey this 
evening, were a few ptarmigans, and a white owl. 
The latter was so shy, that we could not get near 
it, and of the former we got only one or two, the 
assistance of all of us being so indispensably neces. 
sary for getting the cart along, that we had but 
little time for sporting. 

Saturday, 3d. — We resumed our journey again 
at half Ipast two o'clock this morning, the weather 
being hazy, with a hght breeze of wind from the 
southward. Soon after we started, we came to the 

• His name is Benjamin Hadman, seaman. 
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side of a bill, on which we found small pools of 
waters from which we filled our canteens, having 
been hitherto obliged to melt snow to procure that 
necessary article. As we went along we fell in with 
a reindeer (without horns), which at first was ex- 
ceedingly tame, for .he came within twenty or 
thirty yards of the party who first saw him ; they 
happened unfortunately however to have no fire- 
arms with them, and by the time those who had 
come up with him, he became more wary : be was 
fired at, however, but without success. We pitched 
our tents again at six o'clock A. M., supped, and 
at eight retired to rest, under the protection, as 
I have already remarked, of an ofiicer, and a man 
on watch ; but as this precaution is to be always 
adopted whenever we stop for that purpose, it 
will be unnecessary to mention the thing here- 
after. In order to give every person as much rest 
as possible, every officer and man, indiscriminately, 
are to keep watch in their turn, so that the men 
will not have above an hour's watch each, every 
night, and the officers rather better than an hour 
and a half. 

Our latitude by meridian altitude at noon was 
75^ & 52-' N., and longitude, by chronometer, 
20' 48'' E. of Winter Harbour, or rather of where 
the ships lie.* We resumed our journey again at 
a quarter before six in the afternoon, and conti- 
. nued on the march until a quarter past eleven, 
when, as usual, we pitched our tents and dined. Our 

* Azimuths were also taken, by which we found the variation 
here to be IgO* 22' 59" E. 
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route this ^venisg was over as barren a track of 
land as I ever saw, for there was not a single ve- 
getable production of any kind to be seen, except 
lichens. The surface of the country over which 
we pa9sed, was, generally speaking, even, but in 
many places very rough, being covered with loose 
stones, over which we found considerable diflS- 
culty in dragging the cart : but the greatest ob- 
struction that we havp yet met with, was in getting 
it across a deep ravine that we had to pass, A 
little way to the northward of this ravine we passed 
a piece of ground that was covered with patches 
c^ red sandstone, in a very disintegrated state. We 
oaw no animal of any kind during our march this 
evening, nor even the traces of any, exc^t here 
and there the tracks of a fox. 

Sunday t 4sth. — In describing the occurrences of 
yesterday, I omitted to mention that we left the 
border of tlie extensive plain along which we came 
the evening before ; how far we are from it at' pre- 
sent it is impossible to say, as the weather is hazy, 
and has been so indeed for most part of the time 
for these four-and-twenty hours past. At the place 
whece we dined last n%ht, we left a tin canister, 
coixtaining a piece of parchment, on which was 
written a short account of the party who left it. 
We built over it a pile of loose stones, about thsee 
feet high. We started again a quarter of an hour 
before tliree o'clock this morning, and continued 
on the march until twenty minutes after seven. 
Our route was over, a plain so completely covered 
Vfith smvff that the eye looked in vain for land in 
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any direction*, except to the westward, whereat? 
extensive range of mountains, (which from their 
appearance we usually call the Blue Mountains), 
terminate our view. This range appears to run 
nearly north and south, for our route during these 
two days past have been parallel with them, and at 
the distance, as near as we can estimate, of twelve or 
fifteen miles from them. Between five and six o'clock 
this morning a breeze sprang up from the south- 
ward, of which we availed ourselves in a way which 
I never saw wind made use of before ; for we got 
one of the tent-blankets rigged out on the cart as 
a sail, which made our caravan truly characteristic 
of our travellers, for certainly none but seafaring 
people would ever think of such a contrivance j. 
the benefit that was derived from it however ex* 
ceeded the hopes even of those who suggested it. 
The weather being cloudy, we had no observations 
at noon. We did not resume our .journey . this 
evening until half past seven o'clock, owing to the 
weather being very unfavourable, for it blew very 
fresh, snowed, and drifted the whole day, which 
made the tents for the first time rather uncomfort^ 
able ; and, to add to this, one of the officers of the 
party was taken ill with a complaint in his bowels^ 
which rendered it necessary to have him carried 
on»the cart for the greatest part of this evening's 
march. We had the sail on the cart again for some 
time, and found it, as before, of considerable ser- 

* To give an idea of what little space there was clear of snow». 
I need only mention that the only spot that was clear of it, was 
that on which we pitched our tents, and it was so small that they 
covered the whole of it. 
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-vice whUstwe went before the wind ; but this was 
not always practicable, as we had at different times 
to cross ravines, and other places that obliged 
US sometimes to deviate from our true course. The 
direction of all the ravines that we crossed this 
evening was from east to west ; one of them was 
very large, having its southern side very abrupt, 
and the opposite slanting gradually. 

Monday^ 5th^ •— The weather became so foggy 
after t«i o'clock last night, that we could not see 
iMstinctly above fifty or sixty yards before us, so 
that we were obliged to steer our way by compass; 
that indeed we found no great difficulty in doing, 
but owing to the ground being so completely 
covered with snow, we could not find a single spot 
clear of it to pitch the tents on at our usual time of 
resting, and we were at last obliged to be content 
with a sort of pavement that we made of loose 
stones to place them on. Fatigue however made 
it as soft to us as a. bed of down, for we rested 
from a quarter after one o'clock this morning, 
until half past five, as comfortably as possible. 
After dinner this morning we drank His Majesty's 
health, in honour of the anniversary of his birth- 
day. We were rather behind hand in point of 
time in paying this compliment, but as the circum- 
stances already stated prevented our dining earlier, 
we may hope. to be excused for our delay. Our 
trip this morning was, comparatively speaking, but 
short, for we did not start until a quarter before 
six o'clock, and we stopped again at eight. Our 
course was across a level plain, covered with snow 
so completely, that, had the weather been clear 
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last night, I beliefve that Mre should find Some dif- 
ficulty to get a spot clear of snow to pitch our tents 
on. The place where we stopped this fcnrenoon 
was the best spot for our purpose that we met with 
since we left the ships. It was at the bottom of 
an open ravine, where we found abundance of wa- 
ter, and fine dry ground to lay upon. We found 
the latitude of this place by meridian altitude to 
be 75^ 22^ 43'^ N., and longitude, by chronometer, 
25' 5T west of Winter Harbour. We built at dlis 
place a circular pile of stones, about eight feet 
high, in the centre of which we deposited a small 
cylinder containing a slip of parchment, similar to 
those already mentioned that were put in the tin 
canisters. We resumed our journey at half past 
five o'clock in the evenings with a fine breeze of 
wind from the southward, and beautiful, clear wea- 
ther. The wind being fair we set sail immediate- 
ly we got out of the ravine. At about four miles 
from the place where we started from, wd came to 
another ravine, and between three and fi)ur miles 
farther on we crossed a second, both of which I 
remarked had their south side (fear they ran east 
and west) abrupt, and the north side sloping likl^ 
th(»e already mentioned. This conformation I 
am inclined to think is owing to the snow that col- 
lects in the north side of them, for we could not 
see the ground on that side, whilst on their south 
side the surJ&ce of the ground was always visible. 
We steered our course to-day entirely by com- 
pass, for our route was over a level plain^ sd com- 
pletely covered with snow, that no remarkable 
dhrject could be seen at a distance to be guided 
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by. The^yinwhichweina».gedil.itoe6«. 

vas putting the compass «» **f *°?V™71*;" 
our eye fixed on some particalar ofcject, io«w 
five hundred yards on, in the dir^ ZI^ 
to go, and when we got there, tttapg a *™ ~ 

in the same way. '^7^'^^^^ 
persons who went on befoie the rot. » tk* 

who dragged the cart never had amy ocr«" 
stop ; indeed, as a proof thatthete was r^ ?: 
we estimated that we walked ««'^ 
this evening, than we did at any tmtsf^ 
first started ; the ground haagtmjoA ttewiai 
in our favour, contributed ccftasaK ^txy a^^ 
besides, we were a cooa derable w oo th»«M^ 
for we did not stop until n nd w gh* . - 

No Uving creature of any ki»d was ^n t ixtey; 
we saw however the tradi of a detr, ma wmm 
foxes' tracks. The Woe hilb before aiiiiliHid 
were in sight the whole day. In our route t»^ 
we thought that we approached Aem a little, h* 
I do not thiidt that we ha»« been at any time widw 
in four leagues of Aem. Abort an bow b«6»ifew« 
halted this evemng, (i . «. at ckvtn ^«lB«fc,) we 
descried a range of bills extendmg :rom n^nh 1^ 
east to the eastward, wWdi we baile. i with a* mneb 
pleasure as mariners do land <m tirtt <f«inf it-v 
fortiie monotony of the pbni that we have h«M 
travelling over for these two da^* p««, ba» b«« 
uninteresting in the extreme. How tar these liilb 
are ctfwe can as yet fiarm no cotain estimate, b«A 
to have some object in view, let it be ever ^0»f 
tant, affords some satis&ction to the mitwl. BniAm, 
I am in hopes that we have already rcadMri the 
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extremity of the plain that we have been travelling 
over lately ; for where we pitched our tents this 
evening, there are two or three eminences that are 
not covered with snow. 

Tuesday y 6th. — We started again at four o* clock 
this morning, and ih less than half an hour got to 
the top of one of the eminences above mentioned, 
where, very much to our surprise, we found the 
land descend rapidly, as near as we could judge, 
between three and four hundred feetj from the 
foot of this declivity it sloped more gradually for 
the space of three or four miles, where it termi- 
nated in a large plain, of which we could see no 
end to the northward. 

This was the impression we received when this 
prospect opened first to our view, but after a few 
minutes^ observation, we were satisfied that this 
plain could be nothing else but the sea, for, on 
viewing it with a telescope, we could see several 
pools of water on its surface, and along the edge 
of it there were hummocks of ice thrown up on 
the beach, the same as on the south coast of the 
island ; in fact, nothing now remained to convince 
us of its being the sea, except tasting the water, 
and that test we were determined to add also as 
soon as we reached iL Before we could accom- 
plish this, however, the weather became thick, and 
began to rain a little, with a fresh breeze of wind 
from the southward. In order, therefore, to secure 
a dry spot to pitch our tents upon, We were ob- 
liged to stop at six o'clock, being then, as near as 
we could judge, about two miles from the coast. 
To shelter ourselves from the wind, which was^ as 

17 
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I have already observed, very fresh, we buik a 
wall between five and six feet high, and •rren or 
eight Umg to windward of the tents. In a vJkj 
close to us, there was a small lake of open water 
which appeared to be freqoented br wild gec*e, 
for we saw eight of them flving about is its ocigii- 
bourhood* The under part of their bodr, from 
the breast backwards, was of a doll white colour, 
all the rest of the bodr was dark. As ikt 
still continued to blowprettrficsii, and the 
being covered with snow tkai kad laSlea 
the daj, we did not nove with tike 
evening, but at six o'clock, P. M^ a 
to examine the coast 
eleven o'clock thej irluiBrtl pcifatdt cavt-nced 
that this is the sea; but the 
they could not, with the i 
through it. In order, howcvoc, to Lcsse v, rvaoa 
for any person, let hna he ever «> wefTjoi^ s» 
doubt on this point, itisdetierBaBcd tAremum^ dtt 
tents eariy to-morrDw la nif dmn, t^ vue 'imaeSL, 
and thai to employ aD hoads ia ■u^.n^ a uue 
through the ice. It is Aimrddi adH> !4> iteenutm 
the latitude and kngitiHle ^fzkm part -jf \ve aym/t^ 
for the state of the weather tiv^sy prevearesl 'wr 
obtaining either. With rtip<ct t4> the aacire ^ 
the country oo this side of the iilaad; tn«re k m 
little to be said in firroor of its fertJlty as any part 
of it that we have yet seen ; ia fbct, it ia as barrea 
as it is possible fiw hoid to be : even th« hardy 
poppy that aboonds oo the sooth ade (4 tne inland, 
in the worst soil, is aot to he seca herCr The mAf 
mineral that we have yet setar on thia side, m 
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Stone of a. whitish colour, and gwerally of a alatey 
nature. 

Wednesday^ Tth. — We packed up the tents and, 
set off for the sea-side at a quarter before two 
o'clock this morning, and at twenty minutes afler 
four pitched them ag^n on the beach, under the 
shelter of some high hummocks of ice that were 
thrown up there. As the weather was inclement 
at the time, we did not begin to dig the hole 
through the ice until the afternoon. It fortunately,, 
however, cleared up for a little while at noon, so 
that the meridian altitude of the sun was obtained, 
and, in the afternoon, sights were taken to deter- 
mine the longitude, and azimuths for finding the 
variation. The results of these observations were 
as follows, viz. lat. 75'' 34' 47'' N. long, la' 18" E. 
of Winter Harbour, and the variation of the com- 
pass 134^ 39! 20'' east. 

We had reason to consider ourselves very fortu- 
nate in having been able to determine these points 
in so short a time, and in so unfavourable weather. 
We were no less successftil in cutting through the 
ice, for although we had no other instruments 
but the boarding pikes to dig with, we succeeded 
in getting through it by ten o'clock, P. M. Its 
thickness exceeded any floe ice that we have seen 
in these regions before, being no less than four- 
teen feet four inches, and it likewise appeared to 
bg of a firmer texture than what we have usually 
seen before, being as blue as any berg-ice, and. 
equally as compact. The water that rushed 
through it did not taste very salt; it was suf- 
ficiently so^ however, to distinguish it to be that 
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of the ocean, so that we had now all the procrf'that 
could be adduced, that we had reached the sea, 
and by that means fullj accomplidied the object 
of our expedition. 

And as we may fairly claim the honour of being 
the discoverers of this coast, Mr. Parry took this op* 
portuni^ of establishing our right to that honour, 
by naming the different remarkable places that were 
seen on this occasion. The hills that I mentioned 
as having been seen on the night of the fifth instant, 
bearing then, from north by east, to the eastward 
of us, iqipear now to be a separate island, which 
he has named Sabine Island. The northern ex- 
tremis of the blue hills that have been so fre* 
quently mentioned in the course of our journey, 
he has done me the honour of naming after me. 
Cape Fisher. It bore N. W. of us, distant, as 
near as we could judge at the time, six or seven 
leagues ; from the view that we had of it, it ap» 
peared to be very bold, and of a considerable 
height. The point on which we pitched our tents, 
he named after one of the gentlemen of the party. 
Point Nias, and another point of land, a few miles 
to the eastward of this, be named Point Beid, 
after another gentleman of our party ; and a large 
bay, lying between Cape Fisher and Point Nias, 
was named after the ships, Heda and Griper's 
Bay. These were the different places that were 
distinguisfaed with names on this occasum, and m 
the weather was fine and dear in the evening, we 
had a very excellent view of them, and angles 
were taken, from which their situation will be 
correcUy laid down in the chart, or rather the 0)ep 

t f 



Digitized 



hyGoomc 



812 A VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY 

of our travels. Before I conclude my diary of 
this day's events, I must mention one circum- 
stance more, which, although trivial in itself, 
. deserves to be noticed, inasmuch as it tends to 
shew, that although this shore is at present blocked 
up with such heavy ice, yet that there are times 
when there is open water here. The circum- 
stance that I allude to is a piece of fir-wood seven 
feet and a half long, and about the thickness of a 
man's arm, that was found between seventy and 
eighty yards (inland) from the hummocks on the 
beach, and at least five and twenty or thirty feet 
above the level of the sea. Most part of it was 
buried in the ground, and it appeared, indeed, to 
have lain there for a considerable time, for the 
earth had penetrated in between the fibres of it, so 
that when it was dug up it separated into distinct 
filaments, according to the grain of the wood. 

Thursday y Stfu — We packed up our tents at 
half-past two o'clock this morning, and took the 
cart up to the top of an eminence about half a 
mile from the beach, where we had determined 
yesterday to build a monument j but, owing to the 
weather being so bad in the forenoon, and the 
cutting of the hole in the ice occupied so much 
of our time in the afternoon, that we were obliged 
to defer it until this morning; it did not delay us 
long, however, for there were so many stones on 
the spot that we had selected, that we finished it 
by four o'clock. It is of a circular form, and of 
the following dimensions, namely, twelve feet in 
diameter at the base, and about twelve feet high. 
In a small apartment that we made in the centre^ 
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of itt we deposited a tin cylinder containing a slip 
of parchment, on which was written a brief ac- 
count to the same purport, as I have already men- 
tioned, that was on the papers that we left at other 
places where we halted. Along with the cylinder 
we also left a sixpence coined in I8I7, a penny- 
piece, bearing the date of the year 1797, and a 
half-penny dated I8O7, and several naval uniform 
buttons were likewise put there by some of the 
men. 

I mentioned two days ago, that the stone chiefly 
met with on this side of the island, is sandstone, 
and of this we had to-day a very convincing proof; 
for the point on which we erected the monument 
being our farthest north, we were all desirous of 
taking something back from it ; and, as tioUung 
was to be found on it but stones, our choice was 
necessarily confined* But we had no idea, until we 
began to examine the place, that it ntFnrdcd so 
few varieties ; for, after the most dilig<?nt searcb, 
nothing was to be met with but sandstone, except 
one small piece of granite, which We divided into 
specimens. 

The object of our expedition being now accom- 
plished in every respect, we began our journey 
back at four o'clock in the morning. As our toutm 
to the northward was on a tract so barren of 
interest, it is intended not to return in that direc- 
tion, but to go to the blue hills so often mention- 
ed, where we may expect to meet some variety, 
and as they run nearly north and south, our going 
along them will not take us much out of our way; 
and even if it would, we have plenty of pr 
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to retxim with. Our course, therefore, after we 
started this momiDg, was to the southward and 
westward, for a considerable part of the way along 
the south-eastern coast of Hecla and Griper's Bay. 
The weather was so cold that it froze the water in 
our canteens, and one of them was burst in con- 
sequence. We pitched our tents agam at seven 
o'clock, on the side of a dry sandy hill, the top 
of which we found to be full of holes, like a rab- 
bit warren ; most probably fox burrows. At this 
place also we found a ptarmigan : so that we may 
already say, that we have met with more to interest 
us than we did during the last three days of our 
journey to the northward* The latitude of this 
place we found, by meridian altitude, to- be 75** 
S3' S5'' N. } and longitude by chronometer V 23'' 5, 
W. of the ships* 

We resumed our journey again at half-past five 
o'clock in the afternoon, and continued on the 
march until half past eleven* Our route during 
this day's journey was for the most-part over plains^ 
the greatest part of which were covered with snow : 
as we came along, however, we found that the 
parts that were clear of it, improved very much in 
their appearance ; for vegetation was» in some 
places, well advanced, especially in those places 
where the ground was moist from the dissolution 
of the snow. In course of our journey, this even- 
ing, we shot a ptarmigan, and saw two geese of 
the same kind as those that were seen on the 6th 
instant. 

Friday, 9th. — We started again a quarter after 
three o'clock this morning, directing our course 
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more to the southward, in order to keep on a ridge 
of rising ground, that is almost clear of snow, and 
leading to the Blue Hills. As our route, for most 
part of the way, was over such good travelling 
ground, we got, by seven o'clock, to the foot of 
these hills; where we pitched our tents on the top 
of a fine dry eminence ; from which, we had a to- 
lerable good view of the plain to the northward 
laud westward of us. We shot three ptarmigans 
at this place, two of which were hens, and had the 
colour of their plumage so much changed, that a 
person would hardly suppose them to be the same 
l:ind of bird as those that we killed about a week 
ago i for the b^Uy was the only part of them that 
was white ; the head,^ neck, back, and upper side 
of the wings, and the tail, being nearly of the 
same colour as a partridge. The cock was per- 
fectly white, as before. In the course of our trip, 
this morning, we saw, for the first time this season, 
a running stream of water; and we passed several 
large pools of it m the ravines that we crossed.^ 
We found the lat. of the place of our encampment 
to-day, by meridian altitude, to be JS"" 26' 43'' N.. 
and long., by chronometer, 53' 37" 5 W. of Win- 
ter Harbour. The weather, to-day,, was ex- 
tremely fine, with a light air of wind from the 
southward and westward* The men employed 
themselves, during their respective watches, to-day, 
washing their flannels, stockings, and such other 
articles as they had dirty; which were all per- 
,fectly dry by half-past five o'clock in the after- 
noon; the time that we started again. Our route 
this evening was sometimes across plains and 
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valleys, and at other times, over hills; in the 
former, we find it now rather heavy travelling ; for 
the snow is melting so rapidly, that the land is, in 
these places, completely saturated with water. 
Theprogress of vegetation is astonishingly quick : 
the sorrel is already so far advanced, that we picked 
enough, during our march this evening, to afford 
us some refreshment/ The ground that we came 
over to-day must be, at times, well stocked with 
deer J for we passed a great many of their horns ; 
and their old tracks were very numerous* We 
killed two ptarmigans in the course of the evening, 
and two or three more were seen. Between nine 
and ten o'clock the weather became hazy, with 
occasional light showers of snow : we continued on 
the march, however, until a quarter before eleven 
o'clock. 

Saturday y 10th. — We resumed our journey again 
a quarter before three o'clock in the morning, 
and continued on the march until a quarter after 
seven. Our route was, as I mentioned yesterday, 
over hills and plains ; we also crossed several ra- 
vines, some of which we found a little difficulty in 
passing, especially one or two, for the snow in 
them is now so thoroughly soaked with water, that 
the cart sunk into it up to the naves. The wea* 
ther was so thick this forenoon that we could see 
no great distance, and even if it were clear, I 
believe our view would not be so extensive as we 
thought it would when we saw these hUls at a dis- 
tance ; for they are so nearly of a height, that every 
little rising obstructs the prospect from one over 
the other. The plains on their top are yet almost 
15 
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entirely covered with snow; we came across one of 
these this mornings that was several miles in ex- 
tent, which had scarcely a single black spot on it. 
Tlie only animals we saw during this march were 
four arctic gulls (JLarii Parasitict) flying to the 
eastward. Our latitude by meridian altitude to- 
day was 75^ 20' 5<t'' N. 

We started again at half-past five in the after- 
noon, but the weather was so bad that we were 
obliged to halt again at half-after nine ; for it blew 
very fresh indeed from the south-east, and snowed 
so incessantly that it was impossible to see dis- 
tinctly thirty yards before us. We were fortunate, 
however, in getting a good place to pitch our 
tents in, for we got into a very deep ravine that 
afforded us excellent shelter, and there happened 
to be plenty of slatey sandstone in the same place, 
with which we paved the floor of our tents. In 
the north side of this ravine there was an immense 
accumulation of snow ; great pieces, or avalanches 
of it, which had broken off, were lying at the 
bottom of the ravine. I have hitherto omitted to 
mention that, since we got into the neighbourhood 
of these hills, and particularly since we got on 
them, we have found a considerable difference in 
the mineralogical productions of the parts that we 
have travelled over, sandstone is indeed the pre- 
dominant mineral, for all the fixed rocks that we 
have seen are entirely composed of it ; but we fre- 
quently meet with pieces of granite, quartz, and 
felspar, and sometimes hornblende. The sand- 
stone is remarkably schistose, being frequently as 
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thin as roofing slate; solid blocks of it, indeed, are 
rarely to be met with of any ccmsiderable size. 

Sunday^ nth. — The weather cleared lip this 
morning, the wind having veered round to the 
N. W, We therefore packed up our tents and re- 
sumed our journey at five o'clock. Our first out- 
set was up the south side of the ravine in which 
we slept last night j this we found to be an under- 
taking that required all our exertions, for it was 
so steep, that it took us nearly three-quarters of an 
hour to get the cart up. Our route afterwards 
was for about three hours over a plain covered 
with snow. It appeared to be of a considerable 
height, for we had a very extensive view from it 
in every direction. After we got to the end of this 
plain, a very romantic prospect presented itself to 
our view all at once ; for we beheld at the foot of 
the plain, and about two or three miles to the 
south-eastward of it, a very extensive sheet of ice, 
with an island about three-quarters of a mile in 
length, rising abruptly from the middle of it to 
the! height of six or seven hundred feet. The 
shores of this lake, or gulf (for we were unable at 
this time to say which it was) appeared to be very 
rugged and precipitant, particularly on the north- 
west side, or that which we were on. We con- 
tinued to approach it until ten o'clock, when, going 
down the side of a steep and rough hill that lay 
on the north side of it, the axle-tree of the cart 
snapt in two, in the middle. As this was an injury 
that we had no possible means of repairing, it re* 
quired no time to consider what was to be done ; 
we therefore got every thing immediately taken 
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off it, and oarried down to a valley at the foot <^ 
the hilL It was at first intended to break the 
wheels up for fire-wood, but on* reconsideration it 
was found that the body of the cart would afford 
as much fuel as we were likely to require; the 
wheels and axle were therefore left, for future 
travellers (if any should pass that way) to see that 
they were not the first adventurers that- passed 
over these rocky mountains. Although. the; loss of 
the cart was. a thing by no means to b(^ Wished for, 
yet we did not consider it in. any way in the light 
of a disaster ; for what provisions remained we 
found to be no more than what we could manage 
to carry very well, when properly divided amongst 
officers, and all. 

Had the accident occurred indeed when we 
were on the north side of the island, it might have 
put us to some inconvenience, but we have reason 
to think, that, instead of its retarding our progress 
at present, we shall get on much quicker without 
the cart, for the ground has been getting gradually 
worse for travelling every day for some time past, 
and there is every chance of its continuing to do 
so. 

From the top of the hill on the side of which 
the cart broke down, we could see ** Table Hill,'* 
or at least, a hill which we have every reason to 
suppose from its bearing and estimated distance 
to be it ; for our latitude by meridian altitude at 
noon to-day, was 75° 12^ 50" N., and longitude by 
chronometer 1^ OCf SV S W. of Winter Harbour* : 

* The variation of the compass at this place was found to be 
126^ or 52* E. 
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and the hill in question was always jadged to be 
between six and seven miles from the ships. After 
we had pitched our tents, and got every thing that 
was on the cart down to them, we supped and lay 
down to rest until the evening, when we began to 
make preparations for resuming our journey. All 
the provisions, tents, and indeed every article of 
public property, were weighed, and equitably dis- 
tributed amongst the officers and men, according 
to their supposed strength. I am sorry to say, 
howevef, that, notwithstanding the necessity there 
was on thia occasion, for every person to take 
some share of the public burden, * there was one 
amongst us who did not offer to carry a single 
article but his own private property ; his name I 
forbear to mention, nor would I indeed notice the 
circumstance at all, were it not in justice to the 
rest of the party to say of them, that, instead of 
showing any inclination to imitate such a glaring 
instance of a want of public spirit, it appeared to 
stimulate them to emulate one another in their 
exertions. 

Monday^ IQth. — We struck the tents at two 
o*dock this morning, every thing else being by 
this time packed up that we intended to take with 
us. What we left indeed were things of very 
little use, such as empty canteens, and meat-cases, 
in which we used to carry water, and wash in ; 
^me spare ammunition was also left, and a few 
other things that were deemed useless. The pole 
of the cart was set up against the side of a wall 
that we built yesterday to shelter the tents from 
the wind, and at the foot of this pole we deposited 
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the tin-cases and canteens, and indeed every thing 
else that was left.* We began our journey at half- 
past two o'clock, and about three reached the 
shore of the gulf, or lake before mentioned, our 
route was from this time until five o'clock along 
the foot of the mountains that bound the north- 
western side of it at this place. During this part 
of our march we saw several ptarmigans, two or 
three of which we shot, and on a pool of open 
water, close to the beach, we saw a couple of 
geese of the same kind as those that we saw on 
the north side of the island. A raven was also 
seen in the course of the morning and some bank 
swallows. The rocks that we came along the foot 
of this morning were composed of sandstone, but 
different in character from that which we met with 
in the ravines that we have been passing for some 
days past, for it existed in large blocks. At five 
o'clock we came to a low point, from which we 
had a good view of the extent and direction of the 
gulf, or lake, as it extended inland. Of its extent, 
indeed, we could form no certain judgment, as we 
could not see the termination of it; but with re- 
spect to its direction we found that it ran to the 
northward and eastward, or rather between north- 
east, and east. After having seen that going round 
the top or north-east end of it, would take us very 
much out of our way, it was determined to ven- 
ture directly across it from this point ; but as we 
had already been nearly three hours on the march, 

* We deposited a cylinder here which contained a piece of 
parchment, on which was written the same information as on 
those that we left at the different places already mentioned. 
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it was deemed to be too great an exertion to at- 
tempt crossing it without halting, the distance at 
the narrowest part being estimated to be at least 
six or seven miles, and as this could not be done 
conveniently on the ice, our only alternatives were 
to rest where we were, or to go to the island men- 
tioned yesterday, which we considered to be about 
halfway across, and not lying much out of the 
direction that we wished to go. We therefore 
started for the island a few minutes after five 
o'clock, and arrived there at • seven. A few 
minutes after we landed there, we discovered that 
this large sheet of water, which we were hitherto 
in doubt whether it was a lake or an arm of the 
sea, is actually the latter, for one of us which hap- 
pened to take up a pot-full of water out of a pool 
on the ice dose to the beach, found that it was 
very brackish, w)iich decided the point quite to 
our satisfaction ; very little doubt, indeed, re- 
mained on our mind respecting it before, for we 
found as we came along hummocks of ice thrown 
up in different places on the shore, a thing which 
we could hardly suppose would happen if it was a 
lake. We found the island to be composed, like 
the adjacent hills, of sandstone, and very barren. 
It is about three-quarters of a mile in length, from 
north north-west to south south-east ; and nearly 
of the same breadth. It rises perpendicularly from 
the sea on the west side to the height of six or 
seven hundred feet, and the ascent to it, indeed, 
on every other side is pretty steep. From the top 
of it there was a vety good view of the golf to 
the westward, or, in other words, towards its 
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mouth, for it runs nearly east and weit The two 
capes that form the entrance of it are, I under* 
stand, to be called Cape Beechey, and Cape Happ- 
ner, after the two officers of these names belong- 
ing to the expedition. The distance between 
these ci4>esandthe island was estimated to be from 
six to seven leagues, and the average breadth of 
the gulf beyond the island to the westward be* 
tween four and five leagues. The gulf itself is to 
be named Liddon's Gulf, in compliment to the 
commander of the Griper ; and a bold promontory 
on the north side of it is to be called Cape Ed- 
wards, after the principal medical officer of the 
expedition ; and the island is to be named Hooper's 
Island, after the officer of that name belonging to 
the Hecla. In speaking of the mineralogy of 
Hooper's Island, I omitted to mention that we 
found several pieces of crystallised carbonate of 
lime on it, small pieces of quartz and felspar were 
also met with, and it is probable that if we had 
time to examine it more minutely we should meet 
with many other varieties ; and it is not in minerals 
only, that it promised to be an interesting place } 
it seemed to be a great resort for birds, for we 
saw several ptarmigans on it, and a great many of 
the geese so often mentioned in the course of our 
journey, were seen on the pools of water that lay 
off it. Of these birds we managed to shoot four 
during our stay, and found them to be brent geese 
(^Anas Bermcla^ lin.) They weighed about four 
pounds each, at least that was the weight of the 
first one that we shot, and the rest appeared to be 
about the same size. The latitude of the place where 
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the tents were pitched was found by meridian alti- 
tude to be 75^ 05' 08'' N., and longitude by chro- 
nometer 1^ 08' 03" W. of Winter Harbour. • We 
left the island at half-past six, and directed our 
course to the nearest part of the land on the south- 
east side of the gulf, where we arrived at half-past 
eight. 

On reaching the shore we saw two reindeer, 
and some ptarmigans, but we could not, nor indeed 
did we try much to get near them, for the ice 
where we crossed it this morning was so deeply 
covered with snow, that every person appeared to 
be pretty well fatigued by the time we landed. 
The land on this side of the gulf, we found to be, 
comparatively speaking, low, and less covered with 
snow than on the opposite side. After crossing a 
piece of rising ground near where we landed, we 
entered into a fine open valley leading to the south- 
ward and eastward. In the N. W. side of it there 
was a lagoon, about three quarters of a mile in 
circumference ; it communicated with the gulf by 
a channel about fifly yards in breadth, across which 
we travelled. On the top of a small eminence, 
about thirty feet above the level of the sea, and 
close to the entrance of the lagoon, we found a 
piece of fir wood about two feet long, and at the 
thickest end about the same circumference. We 
found the skeleton of a musk-ox here also, and 
several reindeer's horns were seen as we came 
along. There was every appearance indeed of 
this valley being very much frequented by these 

* The variation of the compass on this island was found to 
be 122^ 59' 37" E. 
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animals, for their tracks were very numerous, and 
even without these indications it might be inferred 
that it is a place likely to be resorted to both by 
deer, and musk-oxen, for it afforded the best pas- 
turage of any place that I have yet seen on this 
island. At eleven o'clock we pitched our tents, 
and dined. 

Tuesday^ IS^A. — Instead of resuming our jour- 
ney this morning, as usual after dinner, it was 
determined notto start until the evening, in order 
to employ the forenoon in examining the valley 
and the shore of the gulf, in this neighbourhood, 
more particularly, as being places where we were 
likely to meet some objects of interest; and the 
sequel will show that our anticipations were re- 
alized, and consequently that our delay was amply 
repaid^ Our success in the sporting way. was not" 
indeed so great as we expected, for a few ptarmi- 
gans and a golden-plover were all that we killed j 
but we had the satisfaction of finding, that much 
more may be done, for we saw no less than thirteen 
deer in one herd, and a musk-ox was also seen for 
the first time this season ; but what is still more 
interesting, we found that this island had been 
inhabited at some period or other : for we found 
the remains of six Esquimaux huts, at the distance 
of two hundred and fifty, or three hundred yards 
from the beach, on a stony eminence on the south- 
east side of the valley. They resembled, in every 
respect, the ruins that we met with, and were 
described on the 28th of last August, as also the 
Esquimaux huts that we saw the year before in 
Baffin's Bay ; being composed of rough stones, arid 

Q 
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of a rude oblong %ure, about eight feet long, and 
five or six feet broad, besides a place about two feet 
square, at the end of each, which I have been told, 
is the place where the Esquimaux keep their provi- 
sions. Detached from the huts, we found a square 
place between two and three feet each way, which 
we supposed to have been the cooking place of the 
whole party. At a little distance from this there 
was another rectangular place, the use of which 
we could form no idea of ; it was about three feet 
long and one foot broad, and fiUed to the depth of 
six or seven inches with ptarmigans' dung. How 
long it is since these huts were inhabited, it isim* 
possible to say, but it must have been many years 
ago, for the flags with which they were paved were 
covered with moss, and the exposed sides of the 
stones that composed the walls were all covered 
with lichen. But whatever the length of time may 
be since they were inhabited, it is probable that 
those who did inhabit them were not strangers to 
this coast, for they certainly chose the most eligible 
spot for game that we have seen in this country. 
The geographical site of these huts wa;^ nearhf 
as follows, viz. lat 75"* ^ ST' N., and longitude, 
by chronometer, 48' 48'' west of Winter Harbour ; 
I have said nearly, because the observations from 
which these results were obtained were made at 
the tents, which were about half a mile inland of 
the huts. The variation of the compass was found 
here to be 126° 1' 48" easterly. Every object that 
we had in view at this place, being at length 
accomplished, we packed up, and resumed our 
journey at six o'clock in the evening, the weather 
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as before, towards Table Hill, which we reached 
about twenty minutes before ten, and pitched our 
tents at the foot of it. Our route was, during this 
march, over ground of the same nature as that 
which we passed in the forenoon, with this differ- 
ence, however, that it was much more difficult to 
travel over, for it is so completely saturated with 
water, that we frequently sank into it up to the 
ankle, and sometimes farther, and even in the 
driest parts of it we went down an inch or two; in 
short, we avoided the black ground to-day as much 
as we sought it ten days ago. We observed, 
during this day's march, a considerable difference 
in the mineralogical character of the country, for 
instead of the whitish sandstone that prevailed so 
abundantly from Liddon's Gulf to the north side 
of the island, we found to-day, that the kind of 
stone we generally met with had a greenish tinge, 
and of a loose or disintegrated texture, like the 
sandstone in the ravines near Winter Harbour. 
Small pieces of granite, quartz, and felspar, were 
pretty frequently met with to-day, and when we 
got within a couple of miles of Table Hill, we 
began to meet limestone. Vegetation is now in a 
very flourishing condition, the sorrel is very far 
advanced, and there is a species of saxifrage 
(jyppositifolid) beginning to blossom. 

Thursday J 15th. — After taking a few hours' rest, 
we all turned (at two o'clock) to build a monu- 
ment on the top of Table Hill*, which we finished 

♦ As this hill is a conspicuous object at a very considerable 
distance, its geographical position deserves ta be mentioned. 

I4 
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by six. It is of a circular form, ten feet in diame- 
ter at the base, and about eleven feet h^h. In 
the centre of it we deposited an empty Donkin's 
meat-canister, containing a slip of parchment, <m 
which was written* the same brief notice that was 
on the pieces that we left at the other places that 
I have ah-eady mentioned, viz. " This was depo- 
sited here by a party from his Majesty's ships 
Hecla and Griper, who wintered on this island in 
1819 and 1820/' In building it we left also a 
small passage, leading on an inclined plajie from 
the outside to the centre, through which it is in-^ 
tended to convey a cylinder (that is to be sent out 
from the ship*), in which will be a paper giving a 
more detailed account of our stay, and ot^ect in 
visiting these regions, &c- As it was apprehended 
that we should find it disagreeable to travel in the 
heat of the day, instead of setting off' to the ships 
after we had finished the monument, we retired, as 
usual, to rest. We broke up our encampoieDt 
again, for the last time, at a qvaxta after three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and got on board by seven 



It was obtained from obferratiiMis aiade at the mcw iii m a f that 
we erected on the top of it, nz« 

Latitude by meridian altitode 74 4^99^ N. 

Longitude by chronometer - 2S 04 W*. ef dbethifa. 

Variation of the comfMHi 12S 16 01 £« 
* This cylinder was feot out afterov return; and ii» the e*' 
trance of the hole throng wfaidi it wm eemveyed, diere wm 
fixed a copper-^htte, on whidi w» ymmAtd die aaaiea ef Ae 
ships, and the date of the year. I mmf reniarfc, ale^ va ikm 
place, that a aimihv j^ate was ixed m the soufh^iNse sMe 4/ 
the pUe that was erected m NefA^East ffiO, aear Wlater 
Harbour. 
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in the evening, where we were received with every 
demonstration of a hearty welcome ; after having 
performed a journey of at least one hundred and 
eighty miles, for, by the most moderate comput- 
ation, I think that we must have averaged twelve 
miles a-day. In giving the account of this journey, 
I am perfectly aware that I have been more minute 
in many instances than the subject that I was 
treating deserved ; but I thought that, by attempt- 
ing to cull it, I might omit some circumstances that 
deserved to be mentioned, I have, therefore, given 
the whole almost verbatim from the notes that I 
made at the time on the spotl 

Friday J l6tk. — Nothing occurred on board 
worthy of particular notice during the time we 
were away j getting the ballast in, and re-stowing 
the holds, were, I believe, the principal things 
done during our absence. A very great difference 
however, hastaken place in the state of the country 
around Winter Harbour, for those parts that were 
covered with snow when we went away, are now 
abounding with plants of various kinds beginning 
to blossom ; in fact, the aspect of the country is 
so much xjhanged, that, were we not so thoroughly 
acquainted with every place in this neighbour- 
hood, we should hardly recognise some parts 
of it again. The ice in the harbour has got con- 
siderably thinner, but there is no part of it open 
yet, nor is there any appearance indeed of its 
breaking up for some time. As there is no imme- 
diate prospect, therefore, of our leaving this place 
for some time,. it is intended to send a party from 
each ship with ten or twelve days' provisions, in 
order to try what they can do in the way of pro- 
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<^^iig gsime for the use of the expedition. Each 
party are to take tents with them of the same kind 
as we had on our late journey, so that they can 
easily remove them from one place to another, 
according as they find game more or less abundant 
in different situations. The party from the Heda 
are to consist of three officers and three men, and 
as I am appointed to be one of it, my narrative 
of the events that may happen on board, must be 
again interrupted until our return. We started 
from the ship at half past eleven o'clock in the 
evening, accompanied by an officer and three men, 
who were sent to assist us in carrying the tents and 
provisions, &c. We directed our course to the 
eastward, for we learnt from a party that went 
out on an excursion in that direction some days 
ago, that they saw a great many geese on some 
lakes on the west side of what is commonly called 
Bounty Cape. • We got out there between five 
and six o'clock next morning, and j>itched our 
tents on the top of a dry eminence, which we es- 
timated to be from eight to nine miles from the 
ships. A regular diary of all the circumstances 
tliat occurred from this period until our return 
again on board, would be so crowded with 
repetitions about things of so little interest, 
that even the reading of it would be more 
apt to be considered a tedious task, than a 
source of pleasure or information. Under this 

* This name was first given by the men to that remarkable 
headland that is situated near the 1 10th degree of longitude, 
in consequence of that meridian bdng that for which the first 
reward is given ; and, I understand, from the name bdng so 
very appropriate, that it is to be confirmed. 

Q 4 
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impression, therefore, I shall deviate from my 
former plan of giving the occurrences of every day 
separately, in the order in which they happened, 
and endeavour to comprise and arrange every thing 
wojthy of notice under different heads, in regular 
succession. In the first place, then, with respect 
to the country, although we were out here only 
ten days, it was surprising to see the great change 
that took place, for on first going out we found 
the greatest part of the low land covered with 
snow, and the streams of water that flowed frmn 
it, had not then formed into any regular channels, 
but were spread all over the plains near the coast, 
making them as it were one entire swamp. Before 
we came in, however, th^se swamps had in a great 
measure been drained of their water, which formed 
three or four streams (within the space of five or 
six miles) tliat we used generally to distinguish 
them by the name of rivers, and one or two of 
them indeed were of such magnitude for some 
time, as not to he altogether undeserving the ap- 
pellation. These streams passed through many 
small lakes, which appeared generally to be very 
sJiallow. We saw two or three lakes, however, 
amongst the mountains, which, from the character 
of the land around them, we had reason to sup- 
pose were of considerable depth ; and I. remarked 
this difference between them, that the lakes on the 
lowland were clear of ice, whilst those amongst the 
hills were almost entirely covered with it. Vegeta- 
tion was very far advanced indeed by the time that 
we returned, for some spots where there was 
moisture and good soil, the grass was from two to 
three inches long ; and the sorrel was so abundant 
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that we used in a few minutes to collect enough 
to make a sallad every day to our dinner. With 
respect to the mineralogical character of those parts 
that we traversed over, I observed nothing diflfe- 
rent from that seen in the immediate neighbourhood 
of Winter Harbour, viz. sandstone, composing the 
whole of the fixed rocks, and the greatest part of 
the loose stones also; granite, limestone, and 
small pieces of red felspar were frequently met 
with, but these formed but a very small proportion 
indeed, when compared with the quantity of sand- 
stone that was seen. Having thus taken a cursory 
review of the mineral and vegetable pro notions 
that we had an opportunity of seeing, my next 
object i§ to notice the different kinds of animals 
that we saw. The deer were not so numerous as 
we expected to find them, for two dozen, or thirty 
at most, were as many as we saw the whole time 
we were out, and of these we only succeeded in 
killing two ; this we attributed in a great measure 
tp the shyness of the does, for they were so careful 
of their young, that there was no possibility of 
getting near them. The two deer that we killed 
were very lean, for although they appeared to be 
full-grown, the first one weighed only 54 lbs. when 
skinned and cleaned, and the other which we got 
about a week after 64 lbs. Their horns were not 
above nine or ten inches in length ; they were 
covered with a soft skin, which had a fine downy 
coat ; their tips were flexible, but if bent much, 
were easily broken ; the substance of the horns 
were very porous, and full of blood. The colour 
not only of these two, but indeed of all the deer 
we saw, was white, with the exception of a light 
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ash-coloured patch on their back ; but the &wiu 
appeared to be entirely of that colour. The next 
animals I ought to mention, if I take them accord- 
ing to their size, are a couple of wolves which we 
saw one afternoon ; but as we had but a distant 
view of them, I can say nothing about them. We 
had also a distant view, two or three times, of some 
foxes } the only thing in which they appeared to 
differ from those that were caught during the win- 
ter was, in their having a black patch on their 
sides a little before their hind quarters. 

We saw several hares during the time we were 
out, of which we killed four ; their average weight 
was from seven to eight pounds ; they were per- 
fectly white, with the exception of the tips of their 
ears, which were black. These were all the varie- 
ties of quadrupeds that we saw, and of the feathered 
tribe the number was not much greater. Brent 
geese, king ducks, and long-tailed ducks, arctic 
and glaucous gulls, comprised the whole of the 
aquatic birds that we saw ; and a few ptarmigans, 
plovers, sanderlings, and snow-buntings, were all 
the land birds that were seen. The geese were, 
the first two or three days after we went out, pretty 
numerous, but, on finding themselves disturbed, 
most of them went away, and those that remained 
secured themselves by keeping in the middle of 
two or three large lakes, where our shot would not 
reach them ; we succeeded, however, in killing a 
dozen of them during the time we were out. The 
ducks were not numerous, so that our success in 
that way was very trifling. With respect to the 
ptarmigans, I believe all were killed that were 
i^een, viz. fifteen ; and, if fifty times the number 
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had been neen^ I believe we miglit have kiDed 
them all, for they are as stupid as any birds I ever 
saw. These are all the circumstances that occ urr ed 
during our ten days' excursion, that deserve to be 
mentioned ; and I am not sure, indeed, that they 
are of sufficient importance to datm so mudi 
notice as I have taken of them. As soon as we 
returned on board, another party was sent out for 
the same purpose as we were on, with ten dmr^ 
more provisions. 

Tuesdajf^T;tlu — With respect to tLr exeats 
that occurred on board during the time we w^nr 
away, they have been of so littie coosequeDot tiiat 
they do not deserve to be noticed. Tlit ioe- <* 
the harbour has decayed indeed, ^07 cooaaimii'y 
during these ten day» past ; it if ix n cr e d mm witi 
pools of water along flwrt, and a: ttie yibm* wiier*- 
the streams of water iraai tiie xwvmet diKOorrt 
themselves into tlie harfmir, it m gum o*^j^su0sA 
from the beach. Tlie laud m wm vumpt^sur) 
dear ofmom^ with tiie €%.oiqfUm uf' wiiar ti«*r*» » 
in the ravines, and lioc i^ dmtmvwf ^^r;^ ^npid-^ 
indeed; fiw tlie torrents oT water tuat *ui ai»»t 
them, exceed any tibtx^ itf iiia: auhc tutf* v^* ix»\* 
seen in these rqgians imimt^ Tut •u«1^> 1/ ^m 
coontry now prcKant^ a wr pAtaHuur avp«:4t«a<«<> ; 
some parts of it, io parucuiar. aonniuc v^ivt i»u4'ii 
abunduioe vf |nirpk>cciifiurt:C se.Mlf«^ u, Ui<^t^ 
som, tiat even yenum accuaUmit'C Vv a U^Ui' 
dimate tlaai wie ian't: Um^ ivf Mittj* Vum |/m«, 
conld not hdp adniinnf t^ l»ii* iv w, gi^iA/ * aj^^. 
enced, and wi» i«9K M/ s«(mi1ij» ^^tui^^i;^ koM u«« 
dreary scene rf au arct*<; wuiti^, ^ i^ilj i^Mu^^ti./ 
appear anoR: deiigiitluL ^ih H/f<if: *, i^,.* .J 
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the only vegetable production from which we 
derive any benefit ; but from it we have a very 
abundant supply of a most useful, and very palat- 
able article of diet. All the men are sent on 
shore twice a-week, viz. on Sunday and Thursday, 
to gather it, and what they collect, after being 
mixed with vinegar, is served out to them regu- 
larly. * Notwithstanding every attention has been 
paid to the difierent seeds that were sown in the 
gardens, I believe that we shall receive but very 
little benefit from the produce of them, for their 
growth is very tardy indeed. 

Friday^ 30th. — At two o'clock this morning 
departed this life, William Scott, boatswain's 
mate, who had been ill for some months past, first 
with scurvy, and afterwards with diarrhoea, and 
general debility. He was considered a very good 
and quiet man, and I am told an excellent seaman ; 
but, unfortunately, it is said that he was rather 
addicted to spirits. Whether a consciousness of 
this failing preyed on his mind or not, I cannot 
pretend to say ; but he was often observed to be 
very low-spirited, which amounted sometimes, 
during his illness, to hypochondriasm. 

Sunday , July 9d. — Immediately after divine 
service this forenoon, his body was taken on shore, 
and interred on a plain between two and three 
hundred yards from the beach. Almost the whole 
of the officers and men of both ships attended on 

* As a considerable quantity of the lemon-juice has been, 
as I have already remarked, destroyed by the frost during the 
winter, it has, of course become an object of importance to 
economise what remains, and as the sorrel that is gathered is 
considered to be a good substitute for it, the serving of it out 
has for the present been suspended. 
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this ornwiiwK, topafcm thefastdBtjliiatwei 
<me anodier ; we aU walked two and two» in 
lar procesEBOD, mad in the order which is alwajs 
obsenredon these occasioos.* 

FrkUnfy ^ik. — The weather has heen remark* 
aUj fine sin<» the beginning of this month, the ice 
on the harbour is now full of hcdes in the neigh- 
bourhood of the ships» and along shore it is 
detached from the land entirely at high water ; we 
found the thickness of it in several places where 
we measured it this evening, to vary from a foot, 
to ei^teen inches* In the course of the afternoon 
a large flock of loons flew across the harbour, 
going to the westward, from which we are inclined 
to think, that there is some open water in that 
direction, and we have reason to suppose, that we 
shall soon have that here also, A few days ago 
we picked up on the surface of the ice, between 
the ships and the shore, three flah, between ten 
inches and a foot long each, which answered to 
the character given by Linnaeus of the pouting 
whiting. We supposed that they got on the surface 

* On a slab of schistoBe sandatone about three feet longi and 
two feet broad, there was cut the following inscription : 

«< To 

The Memory of • 

Wm, Scott, Seamani 

His Britannic Majesty's ship 

Hecla ( 

Obiit June SOtbi 1620. 

Mi, 33 years/' 

. This stone was placed at the head of the grave, with its front 

facing to the westwiM'd ; and the grave itself was covered with 

stone, in order to prevent iti being disturbed by wolves^ or any 

other animals. 
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of the ice, at the time that it was overflowed by 
the stream tides in the winter. In speaking of tides, 
it reminds me that I have hither omitted to men- 
tion, that we have been for nearly these two months 
past, observing regularly every day, the rise and 
fall of the tide in this harbour. * And we found, 
from the result of these observations, that the 
greatest rise and fall is only four feet two inches, 
and that occurred only once, viz. at eight o'clock 
in the forenoon, on the 13th of May^last. 

Friday^ 14fth. — Nothing of any importance has 
occurred for this week past. The ice has now got 
very thin, but it has not yet broke up any where 
except along the shore. It is expected, however, 
that the first strong breeze of wind we have will 
break it up ; and, in order to be able to avail our- 
. selves of the first opportunity that may offer for 
getting away, every thing is now ready, I believe, 
, for taking our departure. Among other mementos 
that we have left to indicate our stay at this place, 
is a large pile of stones, or monument, as it is 
called, that we erected yesterday, on the most 
conspicuous hill in this neighbourhood, situated 
about two miles to the north-east of where the 
ships lay, and from thence usually termed North- 
East Hill. This pile is about ten feet in diameter 
at the base, and between ten and eleven feet 
high. In the centre of it we deposited a tin cy- 
linder, containing some silver coins, and a paper 
giving an account of our stay, and object in visit- 
ing these regions. On the south end of a large 

* See Appendi]^. 
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atones l i iiiKed ketaeoi tvo aad diree Imdrad 
yards fiwi die beaci^ on tiie sondKwnt ade of 
the eotnnoe cf the haifaoiir, ipe oat the f oDoin]^ 
wofds 90 deepiv, that I iiBaeiiie aoaae traces of 
tbenti will be legible &r some oattairi» to ooaae. 
The woids in qoestioo are these: — ** His Bii* 
tannic Mqestr's sfaips^ Heda and Giipov com- 
manded bj W. £. Fury, and M. Tiddon, wintered 
in the adjacoit haiboor, 1819-dtX'' I majremaik 
also that the inscriptioD cm the tomb-stone of the 
late William Scott will be another lastii^ mono- 
ment that will show the place near which we have 
. now passed the best part of a year. Besides these, 
many other relics will be left, that would identify 
. Winter Harbour for some ages ; but, what is more 
unperishable than all these marks, which time will 
destroy, we have determined its geographical po- 
sition with such precision, I presume, that if any 
future navigator should hereafter visit this coast, 
he will have no difficult in finding this port, at 
least as far as its situation will be concerned. 

The latitude of the spot where 
the ship lay since the 26th of 
September, 1819 .... 74"* 47' 15'' N. 

Longitude of ditto, by lunar ob- 
servations ..... . 110'* 48' SO"W. 

Variation of the compacts, as 
found on shore, clear of the 
ship's attraction .... 128** E. 

Although we are now in perfect readiness, 
and, I may say, indeed, in daily expectation 
of leaving this place, it is intended to keep 
parties out shooting until we have an immediato 
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prospect of setting off. My diary of the occer- 
rences on board must, therefore, be SGgain sus- 
pended for a while, as I am appointed to be one 
of the party that is to go out this evening to re- 
lieve those that are at the tents. We left the ships 
at ten o'clock at night, and arrived at the tents at 
four o'clock next morning. 

Ttiesdat/j Q5th. — My account of all the circum- 
stances that came under our observation, from that 
period, until our return, may be comprised in very 
few words. It would, indeed, be little better than 
a mere tautology of the events of our first shooting 
excursion^ if I were to relate those that occurred 
at this time. With respect, therefore, to the mii- 
mals that we met with, 1 have to observe only, 
that they were of the same kind as those we saw 
before ; but much fewer in number, owing, so 
doubt, to their being so much chased and disturbed 
for these six weeks past. The face of the coavArj 
is very much improved, as far as regards it& being 
much drier, and consequently better adapted for 
travelling ; but with respect to its s^pearance, it has 
lost very considerably in this point, for almost the 
whole of the flowers that adorned it, about a fort- 
night or three weeks ago, have now run into see^ 
and their petals fallen ofi^ so that the land has b^un 
again to look naked. The lakes and streams that were 
so numerous, and some o£ considerable size, when 
we wefe out about the middle of last month,, are 
now almost entirely dried up ; even those streams 
that we then dignified with the name of rivers, ore 
now so small, that we crossed them on our return 
to-day without wetting our feet. The exhalation 
from these lakes is almost incredible, considering 
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the nature of tl^ cUmate ; lor tl^ vapour that 
riies firoan them sooietmies appeari at a little dia* 
tance, as thick as if it roM firooi the aur&ce of 
hot water. During oar exc ur mooM, latelr, we ob» 
served another corioos drcumstance, peculiar, I 
i m agi ne , to this cHmate, at least to the esteot that 
we saw it. The thing I aHude to is, that in te» 
veral pbces along the sides of the hills, we ob- 
served where pieces of ground, fion fifty to sixty 
yards in length, and be t ween thirty and fbtty m 
breadth, had started from their place, and sKded 
down these bills to the distance of sixty or se v enty 
yards, forming, where they bad slopped, large 
heaps or earth, and in other places spreading over 
the &ce of these bilk. The depth of the chasaa 
that were left by the lemoval of these p iec ea of 
ground was, in general, aboot two leet ; the 
surfiu^ of the ground in them was fimdy 
whilst the ground that sUded aw^ was so 
that a person would sink into it. 

How 6ur these casual circomstanoes may i 
in changing the &ce of this co untry , 1 do 
tend to say, but there is cm thing certain, that it 
has undeigone a very mnssdrrahlg clia^^ and 
that too at no very distant period of thne ; §ar ww 
found the jaw-bones of a whale on a plain, at the 
distance of a mile, at least, fion the sea, and a 
crown4x)ne of a whale was picked op about the 
same distance from the shore, near Winter Har^ 
bour* And, in both these caaes, the bones werc^ 
I think, too heavy tor wolvca or bears to dng theas 
that distance mfansd; and, if that be adnsilied, I 
do not see any other w^ in which the i 

a 
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be accounted for, except by supposing that the 
coast has extended its former limits* But my ob- 
ject being that of stating facts, I shall avoid enter- 
ing any farther into these conjectures, in case of 
drawing wrong conclusions. On returning to the 
tents this morning, we found an officer and three 
men there, who were sent out to assist us in taking 
the tents, &c., on board, there being hopes, at 
length, of leaving Winter Harbour ; for all the ice 
on it is now broke up, and drifting about from 
one side to the other, according to the direction 
of the wind. We started at three o'clock in the 
aftenioon, and got on board by eight o'clock in 
the evening* 

Wednesday^ 26th. — The wind being from the 
southward this forenoon, all hands were employed 
warping the ships out towards the mouth of the 
harbour, where we anchored, the entrance being 
as yet choked up with ice ; but, as we know that 
there is clear water along shore outside, this ob- 
struction, we may reasonably expect, will soon be 
amoved by the first fresh breeze of northerly 
wind that we have. 

Friday, 28th. — We are stUl detained by the 
ice above-mentioned, which has been thrown up, 
hy the late southerly wind that we have had, into 
large hummocks on the reef, at the south-east 
side of the entrance of the harbour. Our passs^e, 
indeed, is not over that reef, but the ice that has 
grounded on it, seems to offer obstruction in its 
passage outward, to that which is in the harbour. 
We saw a large seal qn the ice to-day, btit he lay 
so near the edge of the piece that he wa^ on, tbrt 
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Wednesday J Qd. — The wind being still adverse^ 
our advance to the westward was, as yesterday, 
but very slow^ and in the afternoon it veered 
round to the southward, and, consequently, soon 
set the ice in with the land, so that we were 
obliged, at four o'clock, to make fast to a hum- 
mock of ice, aground near the shore. 

Thursday J 3d. — The weather was foggy most 
part of this day ; and, the ice being close in with 
the land, we have not moved from the place where 
we brought up yesterday. It has been observed, 
since we made fast here, that the flood-tide comes 
from the westward, and that the time of high- 
water corresponds with that in Winter Harbour. ♦ 

Friday 4fth. — The wind having veered round to 
the N. W. this forenoon, the ice soon began to 
drive off from the land, and by one o'clock in the 
afternoon we cast off and made sail. As we ad- 
vanced to the westward, we found the channel to 
be gradually widening, so that, about' midnight, 
we found as great a space of clear water as we 
ever observed before off this part of the islamd, 
and, in the opinion of some, more, indeed, than 
we found last year ; for the ice was estimated to« 
night to be, at l^ast, four miles and a half, or five 
miles, off the coast; and as to the extent of this 
channel to the westward, we had the pleasure of 
seeing no end to it in that direction, and, to add 
to this, we had a fresh breeze of wind in our fsu 
vour, and fine clear weather. About midnight we 
got abreast of the place where we were stopped 
vso long by the ice, at the time the Griper's party 
. lost their way, in the month of September last. 
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. Saturday y 5th. - — We got this forenoon abreast 
t)f the high land, \^here we were stopped by the 
ice last autumn ; the wind having failed us about 
noon, a party went ashore to make observations, 
&c. They found the rocks here to consist of sand- 
stone, as on all other parts of this island, where 
we have yet landed^ The sorrel, and other plants 
that were brought on board, were considerably 
larger than those of the same kind that we found 
about Winter Harbour, most probably owing to 
the more favourable situation in which they grew; 
being well sheltered from the northerly wind by 
the high land, and having a southerly aspect. It 
appears that this part of the coast is well stocked 
with hares, for they saw four during the short 
time they were on shore ; a glaucous gull, and a 
raven were also seen. At six o'clock in the even- 
ing we got to the edge of a Ipose stream of heavy 
ice; but as we advanced into it, it became closer, 
and at a quarter before nine it was found to be so 
compact that . there was no possibility of getting 
through it. We therefore made fiist to some hum- 
mocks of ice, about twenty yards from the beach, 
in from seven to nine fathoms' water. We had not 
been above an hour or two fast, when we found 
the. ice had closed in with the land, both to the 
eastward and westward. Our situation, therefore, 
was not deemed to be by any means safe ; for the 
ice was driving to the westward with considerable 
velocity, and our only protection against it was a 
low point of land, that lay to the eastward of us. 
Whilst the icel-an to the westward, however, this 
point sheltered us very well j but, in the event oJf* 
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its returnii^ by the wind or tide in the coolniy 
direction^ or from the southward^ we fflust W 
contpletely exposed to it; <^cumrt«nce$ mmy^ 
however, become more favourable beiore such a 
change takes place. 

Sunday^ 6t/i. — - Aftea: we made fast lasteveaiBg^ 
some of us. went ashore, and, in the cmirse o£ the 
night, killed fourteen hares» and a number of glau- 
Dous gulls, which were found with their young on 
the top of an insulated rock, fdbout thirty fsfit 
high, ^tuated near the mouth of a ravine, tboat 
£ve miles to the eastward. The coast here is v&rj 
bold and precipitous, rising abruptly from tlie aeata 
the height of about eight hundred and filfyfeet. At 
the foot of the rocks there is, indeed, in sane 
places, a slope from forty to fifty yards in bi::eaddi» 
covered generally with the loose firagments of 
atone that fall from them. These rocks consist 
entirely of schistose sandstone, and a kind of 
«late-clay, of a light green colour. Along. the 
£au:e, and pretty near the top of these prec^ioes^ 
there are a number of insulated columns, orraliier 
insulated masses, that resemble, in some meaauve, 
when viewed a little way oS, the tuirets of a di- 
lapidated building; but, when viewed more 
closely, that is, from the foot of Bie predpiees^ 
their natural structure m seen to gireat advantage^ 
And, as far as lofly and rugged cliffi con he said 
to be picturesque, some of those in ^estion wwe 
eminently so. Nor is this romantic scene oMfined 
only to the rocks that faoed tfie sea ; on the ooa- 
tr^y, some of the mvinea tiuat iftn inland, mm- 
Uined some that excelled the fofiner, if posaUe^ 
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in the variety of their fatrtastio shapes. There 
is one of these ravines near the ship^ that is 
particuiarly interesting in this way. I remarked 
tiiat all these rocks were invariably stratified hori- 
zontally. The surface of the country is, generally 
speaking, plain, and, if viewed from the sea, would 
come under the denomination of table-land. 

Monday^ Jtk. — From the top of the hills above- 
mentioned, land was seen to-day, extending from 
S. to W* S. W., and supposed to be about fifty 
miles off. Whether this is the continent of Ame- 
rica, or an island IjHlng off It, is certainly a question 
that our present knowledge is inadequate to decide; 
I shall therefore not offer an opinion on the sub- 
ject. From the same elevated situation that this 
land vras seen, we had also a good view of the sea 
to the westward, or rather, I am sorry to say, of 
the ice ; for, as far as we could see, in that direc- 
tion, as well as to the southward, and even to the 
eastward, it was covered with iqe. There were 
here and there, indeed, small pools, and lanes of 
open water, but no continuous opening. The ice 
that lay close in with the land was in general 
broken up, into what might, comparatively speak* 
ing, be termed small pieces; but, beyond this, that 
is, to seaward, it appeared to consist of immense 
floes, some of them several miles in diameter. We 
find also that the ice here is much heavier than any 
that we saw before, and is at the same time quite 
€)£ a different character j for, instead of its pre- 
isenting an even surface, like the ice in Baffin's 
Bay, it is completdy covered with hummocks, 
resembling what I understand the Greenland ice 
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to be. Sifice we came here we have observed 
another circumstance that deserves to be men- 
tioned, when speaking of the ice off this part of 
the coast : the circumstance that I allude to is^ a 
ledge of ice that is firmly attached to the land, and 
Extends from it in general no more than fifteen or 
twenty yards. The surface of this icy girt is 
covered with five or six feet water, and its outer 
edge is so steep, tliat from six to seven fathoms 
are found immediately alongside of it. 

Wednesday J 9th. — The ice has been almost con- 
stantly in motion during these two days past; some^ 
times it is drifting to the eastward, and at other 
times in a contrary direction, but it never leaves a 
cdear space of any extent in either way. We had 
an opportunity of observing this evening an instance 
of the violent pressure that takes place occasionally 
by the collision of this heavy ice ; for two pieces 
that happened to come in contact close to us press- 
ed so forcibly against one another, that one of them, 
although forty-two feet thick, and at least three 
times that in length and breadth, was forced 
up on its edge on the top of another piece of ice. 
But even this is nothing when compared with the 
pressure that must have existed to produce the ef- 
fects that we see along the shore, for not only heaps 
of earth and stones, several tons* weight, are forced 
up, but hummocks of ice from fifty to sixty feet 
thick are piled up on the beach. It is imnecessary 
to remark that a ship, although fortified as well as 
wood and iron could make her, would have but 
little chance of withstanding such overwhelming 
force ; and, from a conviction of this, we coqsider 
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our present situation, as I have already said, 
a very precarious one. But to dismiss this 
subject for something more interesting, I have to 
notice, in the first place, that a whale was seen two 
nights ago, for the first time this season ; and, on 
the same Hay, we shot a fawn, which weighed 
thirty-eight pounds. A few hares and glaucous 
gulls have also been killed within these two days, 
but our success to-day, in the sporting way, de- 
serves most Notice, for we shot a musk-ox. When 
first seen, he was going along the beach to the 
eastward; and, from the nature of the ground, 
was obliged to pass so close to us, that he was fired 
at from the ship. We thought at first that he was 
wounded on this occasion ; but we soon had rea- 
son to alter our opinion, for he galloped off at 
greater rate than an animal of his shape could be 
supposed capable of going. The nature of the 
ground was, however, as I have already remarked, 
very favourable for our purpose ; for he was 
hemmed in by the sea on one side, and steep clifis, 
which he could not ascend, on the other. When 
he found, therefore, that he was assailed in such 
a way that there was no possibility for him to 
escape, he immediately put himself in a posture of 
defence, by taking up a position in front of a large 
stone, where he could not certainly be attacked by 
any other animal, except under a great disadvan- 
tage; but to the means that we had, he could 
oflfer no resistance, and consequently fell. 
• His weight and dimensions were as follows : 
viz. — 
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Length from the snout to the end of the tail 
Length of the tail . - . - 

Height from the sole of the fore-hoof to the top 

of the hunch .... 

From ditto to the knee-joint of the fore-leg - 
From the hoof to the second joint, (f • e* the length 

of the fore-leg) - . . - 

Length of the fore-hoof . - . - 

Breadth of ditto .... 

Circumference of the foreleg below the knee 
Length from the sole of the hind-hoof to the hock 
Length of the hind-leg 

Length of the hind -hoof - - - - 

Breadth of ditto - . . . - 

Circumference of the hind-leg below the hock 
Height from the sole of the hind-hoof to the top of 

the back ..... 

From the end of the snout to the fore-shoulder 
From ditto to the upper part of the root of the 

horns .... 



Feet. 


In. . 


6 


10 





3 


4 


8 


1 


1 


2 


3 





H 





5 


6 


1 


1 


5 


2 


9 





4 





H 





6J 


4 


2 


2 


5 
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Ilk 

From the end of the toout to the ejet - 1 0| 

ntND the root ofthe horns to tbe top of dwhandi S 
Betwoen the lip« of the hoTM - f 

C kuMufa eace of the hocns ■• Ww ■• €0«14 be 

meeeored - I •! 

Base of the hone loogitudtnaUj • • 11| 

Length of the ears (which were pointed and situ* 

ated close bdiind the horns) - -06 

Circtonferanceof llienech doaeto tfaehead • S 8 
l aciaote a (lower Jaws) six in aoabcr, iM MilauM 

in both jaws twenty-fioiir, via. twehe in aaah 
Length of the nostrils • • --OS 

Breadth between the nostrib (upper en^) ••04 
Breadth between the eyes - 11 

Length of the longest hab OB his rmp - - « S 
Weight of the carcase whta skianed and 

cleaned .... lbs.4«i 

Weight of the head, skin, and feet 1 34 

Estimated weight of the entrails and 
blood, Ac. - • - 160 

Total weight - 715 

The httir on diflerent parts of the body was of 
difiereot lengths, and of various colonrs, the pre- 
vsitiBg colour, however, was Mack, and the longest 
hair was, as above stated, on the rump and hind 
quaiters. He had a thick mane extending from 
the head to the top of the hunch ; the colour of it 
was of a pale russet Immediately behind the 
IniBcli there was a saddle, or bed, of short hair, of 
a yellowish white cdonr, about aibot and a half in 
lengtii, along the ridge of the back, and nearly of 
the same braadtlu The }eg^ as fiur as the knee* 
jouit, were of a dirty wtnte cdour, and the hair on 
them this &r was no longer than that on an Eng- 
lish ox. At the root of the long hair, there was a 
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finer kind of an ash colour, which was indeed as. 
fine as any wool, and would certainly, if manufac- 
tured, make as fine cloth as any English wool. 
Mr, Pennant, indeed, mentions, in his description 
of the musk-ox, that a man of the name of Jeremie 
had stockings made of the wool, or hair, of that 
animal, which were equally as fine as any silk 
stockings. It would seem, that the animal casts 
this fleecy covering annually, for in the" thick part 
of the mane, and on each side of the neck, there 
was a layer of this wool quite detached from the 
body of the animal, and only prevented from fall- 
ing ofi^ from being interwoven amongst the long 
hair. The hair on his forehead was all matted 
into small lumps with earth, and the roots of the 
horns were also covered with it, from which it 
would appear, that he was in the habit of tearing up 
the ground with his head ; of this, indeed, we were 
ourselves eye-witnesses in one instance, for after we 
had surrounded him, so as to prevent his escape, 
he began rubbing his head against the ground, 
as if threatening us with destruction if we approach- 
ed nearer, and I have no doubt, that to any animal 
that inhabits these regions he would be a formidable 
antagonist, not excepting the bear itself. His flesh 
tastes a good deal of musk, but not so much so as 
to be disagreeable ; on this point, however, I ought 
to pay some deference to the opinion of a few per- 
sons amongst us who think differently. With re- 
gard to the heart and liver, it was agreed by all 
parties that they were not very palatable ; and those 
who ate the kidnies say, that they tasted more 
musky than aiiy other part. To conclude the 
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9ubject, I have no doubt that people living a little 
more affluently than we have been for some time 
past, would not relish the best part of it very 
much at first, but it is a taste which, like many 
others, 1 think might easily be acquired* 

Friday 11th. — Nothing has occurred during 
these two days past worthy of particular notice.^ 
The ice, as I have already remarked, drives one 
time to the eastward and at another time to the 
westward, according to the set of the tide or di- 
rection of the wind ; but it never leaves a clear 
space of any magnitude in either way, so that we 
have as little project of getting on as we had the 
first day we made fast here. 

Monday y 14/A. — I formed a piece of fioe-ice to- 
day (taken indiscriminately from a long side) into 
a cube whose sides measured one foot, two inches 
^even-tenths, which, when put into salt-water at the 
temperature of 34"* and of the specific gravity 
1.0 105, one inch and eight-tenths of it remained 
above the surface of the water, or rather more than 
one-eighth of the whole mass. Judging therefore 
of the thickness of the floes in this neighbourhood, 
from the proportion of them above the surface of 
the water, we are led to conclude that their average 
thickness is from forty to fifty feet, and many of 
them much more. 

Tuesday y 15 th. — The ice having been observed 
early this morning to clear off the coast for a little 
way to the westward, we got under weigh at Hve 
o'dock, A. M., and ran about two miles along 
shore, when we were obliged to make fast again 
at six, the ice being close in with the land. AU 
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though we gained but little ground on this occa« 
sion, we have benefited very considerably by 
getting the ships into a much more secure ylaee 
than that which we left ; for we have got into a 
creek formed by large hummocks of ice agroundt 
within twenty yards of the beach ; in fact, we lie so 
close to the shore, that we step almost immediately 
on it from the ship. In the course of the day I 
took a walk of five or six miles along shore to the 
westward, during which excursion I shot nine 
hares, and saw a great many tracks of reindeer, 
and musk-oxen. The land is of the same charac- 
ter, as far as I could see, as that which I described 
where we had been lying for this week past The 
coast now begins to trend very much to the north- 
ward, as nigh as I can judge about north-west, ibr 
the place that we left this morning was in latitude 
74"* 25' 24'' N. and longitude by chronometer 
113^ 42' 30" W-, and that where the ships now lie 
is in latitude y**" 26' 06" N. and longitude by the 
mean of three sets of sights for chronometer 
113^ 46' 05" W. • With respect to the state of 
the ice, I could perceive no material diflference in 
it to«day, from whs^t it has been for this week past : 
close in with the land it is broken up, as I have 
already mentioned, into small pieces ; but at the 
distance of a mile (or two at the farthest) from 
the coast, commence a line of fioes that extend to 
the westward and southward, as far as the eye can 

* These last results, viz. latitude T^"" 26^06" N., andloagi^ 
tude 113^ 46' 05^ W., were obtained from observations made on 
the 16th instant, although mentioned amongst the events of 
the 15th. 
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penetrate from the most elevated situation in this 
neighbourhood, and leaving no clear space except 
a few pools, and small lanes as I remarked some 
days ago. 

Wednesday 9 l6th. — Without digressing much 
from tlie subject of my narrative, I may remark in 
this place, that the reason generally given, why so 
much heavy ice sdiould lay off this part of the 
coast, is, because we are Hear the west end of this 
island, so that the ice which comes from the north- 
ward lodges here. The land that we see to the 
southward and westward may be considered also 
another locality that tends to keep this place al« 
ways hampered with ice. In consideration of 
these circumstances, the advanced period of the 
season, and perhaps other reasons which it is nei- 
ther my business nor intention to enquire into^ the 
object of prosecuting our voyage to the westward, 
in this parallel of latitude, has to-day been aban- 
doned. And by a general order to the officers who 
keep watch, it appears that our object now is to 
endeavour to get to the southward, for they are 
required to keep a good look-out for any opening 
that may appear amongst the ice in that direction. 
We therefore cast off from the ice at half past two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and made sail to the east- 
ward, not without some feelings of regret and dis- 
appointment, at being at length obliged to abandon 
our hopes of a passage, where we had at one time 
so much reason to expect our endeavours to be 
crowned with success. I am fully persuaded, how- 
ever, that every person who will take the trouble 
of making himself acquainted with the events of 
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our voyage, will be perfectly convinced that our 
retrograde movement to-day is neither an inconsi- 
derate, nor a precipitate measure ; on the contrary, 
I believe, the annals of navigation will produce but 
few, if any instance of such perseverance as we 
have manifested in our attempts to get to the west- 
ward along this coast, for it is now within a few 
days of twelve months since we made the east 
end of this island, a distance of very little more 
than one hundred miles. But to leave the subject 
for others to judge, I shall proceed to give an ac- 
count of any occurrences that may happen dur<- 
ing our return to the eastward. The wind being 
light, we made no great progress this afternoon, and 
about midnight we were stopped altogether by the 
ice ; we therefore made fast as usual to some hum- 
mocks of it that were aground within a few yards 
of the beach« 

Monday 9 91sU — These four or five days, past 
have been very barren of events worthy of notice ; 
we are still detained at the place where we madef 
fast on the night of the l6th» and if we bad not 
had one year's experience of the length of the 
summer season in these regions, we might be apt 
to suppose that the winter had already set in, for 
what little space there was of clear water when we 
made fast here, is now covered with young o^ 
bay-ice, as it is called, which is in general about an 
inch thick ; but in those places along shore where 
it is overshadowed by the hummocks of ice along 
the beach, it is considerably thicker, for in those 
places it does not dissolve during the heat of the 
day. 
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Wednesday^ 2d</.— A breeze of wind sprung up 
this forenoon from the westward, which, in a short 
time, drove the ice a little way off the land, or 
rather slackened it, for it did not open a clear pas- 
sage. We availed ourselves however of the open- 
ing, such as it was, for at half-past twelve, A. M. 
we cast off, afld made sail to the eastward ; but we 
were obliged to make fast again at seven o'clock in 
the evening, the ice being close in with the land. 
Abreast of where we made fast this evening, we 
found the large piece of ice that was mentioned on 
the 9th instant, as having been pressed up on its 
edge, from which circumstance it would appear, 
that there is a current, or prevailing tide setting lo 
the eastward along this coast, for this piece of ice 
has come about twenty miles to the eastward within 
these sixteen days past, the difference of longitude 
alone being upwards of a degree. 

Thursdat/, 24fth* — We cast off and made sail 
again at ten o'clock this forenoon, but the ice was 
so close that we mflde but little progress, and at 
noon we were stopped by it altogether, and again 
made fast to a hummock of ice aground in nine 
fathoms' water. Soon after we made fast, we ob- 
served a herd of seven musk-oxen at the foot of a 
hill, at the distance of about two miles from the 
beach. We prepared immediately to go after them, 
but the eagerness of one or two who wished to be 
foremost set them off before we got suflSciently near 
them J by following them, however, we succeeded 
in getting one of them, which was a bull, and ap- 
parently, the largest in the herd. Among those that 
got away there were two calves, and all the rest. 
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ana foxes pM* the winter hje, 

m .ppcared to b« better provided 

i»c cold, than the miwk-ox ; and 

..I. there U ceruinly much mow 

»^ •» . > in thU vicinity. thMi they wiU 

\\\- made an attempt ajfain this 

,!...ea.t«-ard. but trom waiitof 

..ussoftheicc, we were obliged 

without having gained above a 

,„. labour. Imadeacubcof 
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^th the exception of one, appeared to be cows. 
In the course of the evening, another musk-buU 
was shot, which was found by iteelf, and therefore 
supposed not to be one of the herd just mentioned. 
It would be quite unnecessary to enter into a de- 
scription of these two animals, a^ they differed in 
no respect from the one that we kilJed on th« 9th 
instant, except in being a Uttle smaller, or rather 
lighter, for the first one that was shot to-day weighed 
only three hundred and fifty-nine pounds, and the 
other three hundred and sixty-eight pounds. This 
difference appeared to be chiefly owing to the one 
that we killed ;Some time ago, being in better con- 
ditron than these, for they did not seem to differ 
much in size.. At the foot of the hill where we saw 
these musk-oxen to-day, and along a plain that lay 
between . it and the sea^ we passed so many skulls 
and skeletons of musk-oxen, that I am inclined to 
alter my opjnion respecting their migrating to the 
coast of America during the winter, for if they only 
visit this country in the summer-time, it is some- 
what strange that so many should die here during 
such a favourable part of the year. Besides, they 
are sp well provided by nature for enduring the 
rigour of the climate, that the necessity for their 
leaving this island does not appear to be altogether 
so indispensable, as a person would at first sight be 
inclined to believe. This, however, is a subject on 
which much might be said for or against the ques- 
tion^ but as I am not particularly interested, on my 
own part, to establish the point, whether they 
migrate or remain here, I shall forbear saying any 
more about the matter, any farther than that we 
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know that wolves aiid foxes pa»B the winter Iiere, 
and neitlier of them appeared to be better provided 
for witbstandhig the cold, than the musk-ox ; and 
with respect to food, there is certainly much more 
grass in the valleys in thk vicinity, than they will 
destroy this season. 

Friday^ ^th.-^We made an attempt again this 
evening, to get to the eastward^ but from want of 
wind, and the closeness of the ice, we were obliged 
to make fast again, without having gained above a 
mile, after several hours' labour, t made a cube of 
ice to-day, from a piece that was thrown up on th« 
hummock to which we were fast j its sides mea- 
sured two feet, and when put into salt water with 
that side of it uppermost that the piece of ice from 
which it was made had up at the time, three 
inches and a half remained above the surface of 
the water, but when the opposite side was up only 
three inches appeared above the water. This was 
jao doubt owing to one side of the cube being 
depser, and consequently heavier than the other j 
in making it, indeed, I remarked, that the side that 
was uppermost of the piece of ice was more porous 
than the other. Although the weather is still re- 
markably fine, we have many indications of the 
approach of winter; the young ice continues to in- 
crease in thickness, some of it was measured to- 
day that was three inches thick ; stars have also 
been seen about midnight for this week pasty and 
many other things might be mentioned that tend 
to show that the close of this season is not very far 
distant. 

Saturday y Q6th. — A fresh breeze sprang up 
s « 
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from the northward and westwa^*d tins iriorning^ 
which soon opened a passage along shore; we, 
therefore, got under weigh at six o'clock, and 
made sail to the eastward. We were a good deal 
hampered with, ice during the fbrenoop ; but in 
the afternoon we got into a clear sea, so that by 
six in the evening we were abreast of Winter Har- 
bour. We saw very plainly as we went along the 
pile of stones on North East Hill with the naked 
eye, although it was estimated that we passed at 
the distance of seven or eight miles from it. The 
monument on Table Hill was also in sight during 
most part of the afternoon, in fact every hill that 
we passed this afternoon was recognised ; and 
although I believe none regretted taking this last 
farewell view of the ground that we had so oft:en 
trod, yet it was impossible to look at it with the 
same indifference as at other parts of the coast; for 
every hill reminded iis of some circumstance or 
other that happened during our perambulations 
these eleven months past. In the evening we got 
into such a wide space of clear water that no ice 
could be seen even to the southward, except from 
the mast-head. 

Sunday^ Q7th. — We had a fine run to-day to 
the eastward, for we were in the evening off the 
east end of Melville Island. As this is the first 
time that I have made use of this iiame, it may be 
necessary to mention that the island off or on which 
our exploits have been performed for these twelve , 
months past, is named after the nobleman who 
presides as first lord of the admiralty ; and. I un- 
derstand that it, and all the islands that lie in its 
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neighbourhood to the eastward, are to be called/ in 
honour of our sovereign, the North Georgian Isles. 
The various other names that have been given to 
islands, capes, points, bays, and inlets, thut we 
have discovered during our voyage are so nu- 
merous that it would be too tedious to mention 
them all in this place,, nor would the mentioning 
them be of any use, unless I was to refer to the 
chart (on which they are laid down), and even 
such a reference would be rather out of place if* 
made at this time. . I cannot omit noticing, how- 
ever, that the magnificent opening or passage, that 
leads from what was formerly called Lancaster 
Sound into these seas, is named Barrow's Straits, 
after the well-known gentleman of that name, 
whose clear judgment foresaw the existence of 
this passage, aqd whoze zeal and influence had 
been so instrumental in fitting out the expedition 
for its discovery, even when doubts were enter- 
tained and propagated against the probability of 
its success. But I must leave this subject to those 
who are much better able to discuss it, and resume 
my diary of the rest of the events of the day. 

After divisions this morning, Mr. Parry 
addressed the oflicers and ship's company in 
words to the following effect, viz. that it was 
his opinion, and that of the senior officers of 
the'; expedition, that the farther prosecution of 
our voyage to the westward in this parallel of lati- 
tude woiild be useless; therefore, that our pre- 
sent object was to endeavour to get to the south- 
ward, and if that should b^ found impracticable, 
that it would be necessary to Jeturn to England; 

s 3 
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and finally he informed them, that whenever this last 
resolution should be determined on, that they 
should be again put on full allowance of provi- 
sions^ 

Monday^ 9&th. -^ Our progress to the eastward 
«till continues to be very rapid j we were to-day at 
noon in latitude 74®58'N, and nearly in longitude 
100^ W. The sea is quite open to the eastward, 
but to the southward it is completely covered with 
ice. This ice, and all what we have passed indeed 
on this side of Winter Harbour, has been, com- 
pared to that to the westward, very light, and in 
other respects ^uite of a different character; for 
its surface is perfectly smooth, and appears to be 
one continued floe altogether, or, more properly 
speaking, one extensive field ; for, if I am not 
mistaken, iJie distinction between the two terms 
is, that a floe inay be seen over, but if it should be 
of such a size as not to be seen across, it is called a 
field. If this definition is correct, then the ice 
that we have been passing during these two days 
comes under the latter denomination, for we have 
never seen water beyond it. 

All the land that we have passed to-day is com- 
pletely covered with snow that looks to Jiave 
fallen lately, for near the shore it appears to be 
but very thinly covered, 

Tuesday^ ^th. — ^ We passed last night and dur- 
ing this forenoon several islands that we had not 
seen before, owing to our being obliged, on ac- 
count of the ice, to keep more to the northward 
than we did when going to westward last year. 
Same of these islands are of considerable e^ten^ 
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determined to return to England. Mr. Parry 
therefore, made this determination publicly known 
to thjB officers and ship's company this morning, 
and, according as he promised in his address to 
them on the 27th instant, full allowance of provi- 
sions is now ordered to be issued; and in the 
afternoon a suit of warm clothes, furnished by 
government, gratis, w^ given to every person on 
board. 

Thursday y 31st. -^ After passing Regent's Inlet, 
we continued our course to the eastward, keeping 
as near the south side of Barrow's Straits as the ice 
would allow us. The distance we were from the 
.coast, was generally from seven to eight miles, and 
this space was completely filled up with ice ; how- 
ever, as the weather was clear, there was no 
necessity for our going any closer to the land, as 
we could see it very plainly. Indeed, the nature 
of the land was such, that it might be seen very 
distinctly at three times the distance we were off, 
in such weather as we had to-day ; for the land on 
the north side was «een as we came along, and that 
opposite to it on the south side of the straits, is 
exactly similar to it in character, and I believe 
also in height, being, I imagine, from eight or nine 
hundred, to a thousand feet high, bold, and com- 
posed of horizontal strata, that looked at a distance 
like gigantic steps rising one above another. The 
land on both sides was completely covered with 
snow, and that on the south side apparently very 
deeply. Between us and the north land there 
appeared to be no ice. From two to four o'clock 
this' morning, we were passing the mouth of a 
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but there was so much sea on at the time, that we 
never got sight of him afler leaving the ship* A 
whale was also seen this evening, for the first time 
since we returned to the eastward. I may also 
remark, that we passed some icebergs to-day, for 
the first time since we left this place last year. 

Friday^ September \sU — We passed Possession 
Bay last night, and have been running all this day 
to the southward, within a few leagues of the coast. 
At three o'clock in the afternoon we came abreast 
of an opening, which agrees in its situation with 
Pond's Bay on the chart. We stood in towards it 
until we were stopped by the ice, which lay off this 
part of the chart. It was estimated that we were 
at this time, from eight to ten leagues from the 
entrance of this inlet ; but, notwithstanding we 
were that distance off, we are certain that if it is a 
bay, it must be a very deep one, for we could see 
nothing like land at the bottom of it. The capes 
that formed the entrance of it, and the land indeed 
on both sides of it, as far in as we could see, were 
bold and very high. The angle that the capes 
subtended, measured 8"^ 44^, which, if the distance 
we were off be properly estimated, would make the 
entrance of it about six miles wide. 

Saturday i Qd. — We were running to the south- 
ward all day along the land, and generally between 
ten or twelve miles distant from it. The space 
was, for most part of the way, covered with ice, 
but the land being high, we had no occasion for 
going any nearer to it, for the purpose of a gene- 
ral survey, such as we are taking. In the course 
qf the foi*enoon, we passed a place where thei^ 
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loD^. A great mu a b cr of ic ebcf gi were abo aeea 

in tbe coibw of the day : sost of them laj be* 

tween us and the land, and several of them sp- 

peared to be aground, for the tide-osark on them 

was at one time five or six fieet above the sorftoe 

of tbe water. We sounded several tones as we 

were passing them, and found from saty to st i wit y 

fathoms' vrater. During these two dsys pasi, a 

great number of mallemucks, and sevml of the 

various other aquatic Inrds that frequent these 

seas have been seen, viz. glaucous^ and ivory gulls, 

loons, ratges, and the black-diver, commonly called 

dovekey, or Greenland dove. 

Sunday, 3d. — The wind being very hgfat, and 
what little there W9S of it being against us» a 
party of us landed this focenoon on a part of the 
coast situated in latitude yi"* S(y N., and longitude 
Jl"" 15' W. Near where we landed, there was an 
island about three miles long, situated in a sort of 
bay, and separated from the mainland by a chan- 
nel about two miles broad. The east end of this 
island, or that end which faced the sea, 
ated in a very remarkable dif^ which was 
mated to be from three to four hundred feet U^^ 
and rose quite perpendicular from the sea; in one 
point of view, indeed, it overhung a little. The 
whole of the coast of this island, as £tf as we saw« 
was so precipitous as to be perfectly inaccessible* 
On the mainland, also, about this pboe, theie are 
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some of the most remarkable piked mbuntains I 
ever saw, for some of them are so pointed, that 
they look at a distance not unlike the spires of a 
ruined building. The land is mountainous, and 
exceedingly rugged, and is covered with snow 
down to the sea side. The rocks are composed 
entirely of granite and gneiss, the former of the 
kind that is termed, by geologists, the oldest 
granite, that is, consisting of large crystals of the 
different component paits^ particularly the felspar. 
Fragments of beautiful white quartz were also very 
abundant here. Of the vegetable productions of 
this place we could say but very little, for the land 
was, as I have already said, covered with snow, 
besides it is too late in the season to collect 
plants in this climate. Of the animal kingdom we 
also saw but few specimens j of these few, how- 
ever, were two red-throated divers that we shot, 
which are the only birds of the kind that we met 
with this voyage. Two flocks of Brent geese, some 
glaucous gulls, and a few snow-buntings, were all 
the animals, I believe, that were seen here. We 
saw, however, the tracts of bears, wolves, and 
foxes, in considerable numbers, and the track of 
some cloven-footed animal was also seen ; we sup- 
posed it to be that of a musk-ox, but it was much 
larger than any that we had seen before. We 
met also with bones of a whale, that had been 
thrown up on the beach, and not far from the 
sume i^ace were found indications of some people 
(probably Esquimaux) having been here, for a 
piece of whale-bone that they had cut was 
picked up, and, as a proof tliat it had not been 
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driven there by the sea, the chips that had been 
cut off it were lying there. It was low water at 
three o'clock, and from Uiat time until half-past 
five, it had risen twelve inches : it set to the south- 
ward. 

Monday^ ^th. •— We made no great progress to* 
day, owing to there being but little wind for a con- 
siderable part of the time ; our course has been the 
same as for some days past, along shore, and about 
the usual distance from it, that is, between three 
and four leagues. In the course of the afternoon 
we crossed two banks lying about the distance 
just mentioned from the coast. The soundings on 
them varied from twelve and a half to eighteen 
fathoms ; coarse sand with black and red specks. 
Between the two banks, the water deepened to 
fifty-six fathoms ; nature of the bottom the same 
as above. Whilst we were on these b^nks, it was 
remarked that a tide or current was drifUng us 
very fast to the southward ; but, on getting into 
deep water, we tried to ascertain its rate, but, to 
our surprise, could not find either tide or current. 
There were a great many icebergs aground about 
the edges of these banks, and there was also a 
considerable quantity of loose ice in the same 
neighbourhood, no doubt owing to its being 
retained there by these bergs. At one o'clock 
we were a little surprised to see a strange ship 
bearing N. E. of. us, and distant between seven 
and eight miles'; in the course of the afternoon 
three more sails were seen, from which we imme- 
diately concluded that they must be whale-ships. 
Although we are all anxious to hear the news, yet. 
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as we are on our way home ourselves, I believe the 
general wish is, that we should avoid falling in with 
these vessels, in order that we may be the bearers 
of our own news ; but two of them lie so directly 
in our way, that, without altering our course, we 
must pass very close to them, and as our wish to 
avoid them does not go so far as to induce us to 
go out of our way, it is probable that we shall 
speak them to-morrow morning. 

Tuesday^ 5th. — In the course of the forenoon 
we passed close to one of the ships that were 43een 
yesterday, and found her to be the Lee, of Hull ; 
having thirteen fish on board. - We learnt from 
her, that King George the Third, and His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kent are dead, and several 
other pieces of information of minor importance ; 
among others, that riots and tumults have been 
stirred up in diflFerent parts of the country by dis- 
affected people, but that all of them, however, 
have been happUy suppressed, without much vio- 
lence. They also told us that no less than eleven 
ships were destroyed in this country by the ice last 
year, and as nothing was heard of us after that ca- 
tastrophe, some unfavourable opinions were enter- 
tained by many people respecting the fate of our 
expedition. After remainLog for a short time in 
company with her, we sent some letters on board, 
in the event of her getting to England before us ; 
but if they follow the plan they seem to have in 
view at present, it is probable that we shall be 
home first ourselves, for they intend going as far 
north as the latitude of 7S^» in order to get round 
a barrier of ice, which they say extends from the 

19 
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land m little way to the southward of lu, that if, 
between the 69th and 70th d^ N. as far as the 
parallel just mentioned* But as we ran down along 
this coast two years ago» at the same part of the 
fleasoOt without meeting with any ice to obstruct 
our progress ; and as the avoiding of ice is not so 
much our object as that of surveying the coast, it 
is intended, I believe, to continue our course along 
the land, running all hazards of whatever obstacles 
we may happen to meet with* Therefore, after 
parting company with the Lee, we resumed our 
former course, but keeping rather closer in with 
the land, in order to see a small party of Esqui- 
maux, which, they told us, lived near the shore on 
the north side of a bay, about twenty miles to the 
southward. In the course of the afternoon we fell 
in with another whaler, called the Friendship, of 
Hull, having seventeen fish on board. We received 
no news of any importance from her, except what 
is above mentioned. I ought not to omit men- 
tioning, however, that this ship and another, (the 
Truelove, of Hull,) were, this summer, at the t<^ 
of Baffin's Bay, and looked into Sir Thomas Smith's 
Sound, which they found to be like another of the 
Sounds of Baffin, a Sound without bottom. They 
informed us also, that some of the whale-ships en- 
tered Lancaster's Soimd this summer, and, among 
others, the Alexander, of Aberdeen, one of the 
ships employed on the former .voyage of discovery 
to these seas. 

Wednesday ^ 6th. — As we were standing in this 
evening towards the place where the Lee told us 
the Esquimaux lived, four canoes were observed 
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paddling towards us* While they were yet at a 
considerable distance ofi; we could hear them 
making a great noise, which they continued to do 
as they approached us. They came alongside 
without the least hesitation, and one of our boats 
being there, our people assisted them in getting 
out of their canoes, which were all hoisted on 
board, and helped them up the side. On getting 
on board, they evinced no signs either of fear or 
astonishment : on finding themselves in security, 
their first act was to turn to, to dance; if turning 
round, jumping, and other wild gesticulations 
deserve that appellation. At the same time that 
they were showing us their accomplishments in the 
dancing way, they gave us a specimen of their 
vocal talents also ; l>ut to call the two or three 
monotonous ejaculations that they uttered, a song, 
would certainly be a misapplication of the word, 
for the whole of their melody consisted only of 
these three words, viz. ** hey yey yagh," which 
they repeated with great rapidity, and with vehe- 
mence, in proportion to the movements of the 
body ; these were at first very violent, but by de- 
grees became more moderate, from being unable, I 
imagine, to continue such fatiguing exertions. 
After due time was allowed them to exhibit all their 
ele^nt acquirements, we made signs to them to 
go below, to which proposal they readily assented, 
and, in order to entertain them in return for their 
exhibition on deck, two or tree tunes were played 
on the hand organ. Whether they were cheered 
by the music, or considered it necessary to con. 
tinue to amuse us, I cannot say for certain } but 
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disposition, and a verv great adept at mimickry ; 
for now and then, when his attention wan drawn 
oflTto view tlie surrounding objecis, it nati signified _ 
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to him the necessity of maintaining a steady pos- 
ture ; and in doing so, he used to imitate, with an 
air of the most complete buffoonery and good 
humour, the attitude of the person who was show- 
ing him the posture that it was wished he should 
keep himself in. 

This man appeared to be between fifty-five and 
sixty years of age, for his hair and beard were quite 
grey. His visage differed materially from that of 
the rest, particularly in being much narrower. He 
was also considerably shorter than any of them, 
for he measured only four feet eleven inches and a 
half, and the shortest of the others was five feet 
four inches and a half; the remaining two were 
nearly of the same height, one measured five feet 
five inches and a half, and the other five feet six 
inches. The two last appeared to be also nearly 
about the same age, that is, between five-and- 
twenty and thirty ; the young man did not look 
to be above one or two and twenty. The Esqui- 
maux countenance has been so often, and so accu- 
rately described, that it would be quite unnecessary 
to enter into a lengthened detail respecting the fea- 
tures of these people, as they differed in no respect 
from the numerous accounts already given ; viz« a 
broad and flat countenance, high-cheek bones, 
small and deep-sunk eyes, short pug nose, large 
mouth, thick lips, coarse black and straight hair, 
and a thin black beard, both on the chin and upper 
lip, and the colour of the skin somewhat of a light 
tawny-brown, and greasy. With r^ard to their 
clothes, they differed but little also from that worn 
by the Esquimaux of Greenland. Tlie jackets, or 
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rather frocki^y of the three young men, were made of 
of white dog or wolf . 9km, havji^ the fur-side in, or 
next their body : they canie down as fai* as the hip- 
joiQt; and their lower border was straig];it all round, 
with the exception of a small ^it in the front : 
they all had hoods to them, which served for a 
h^ad-covering. Their breeches were fjso n^ade of 
the same kind of skin, but having the fur-side 
out ; and their boots, which came up to the knee, 
were likewise made of the same material, and had 
the fur- side in. The old man's dress was Qift^e 
entirely of seal-s^in, hut in its shape it differed 
in no reap^qt from that of the others : it had t^is 
peculiarity, however, that his fr^ok had the fur- 
side of the skin out. Their canoes were made pf 
.^al^aki^, .i^nd of the same shape as those of the 
Gh^enland^i^f but rather larger, and not near so 
neat, prol^^bly owning to the latter having better 
instruments to execute their work with. The 
ftames of thpir canoes w:ere made chiefly of fir- 
wipod, as w^e ,also their paddles, which were 
^QVt ^nine feet and a half lopg, doubletheaded, 
. And f the i^im of the blades very neatly edged ,with 
bpne. .Their ^e$i^rs were from fpur to five feet long, 
.apd were.m^de.pf narwhal's horns : most of them 
,Wjere headed witli sharp-ppinted pieces of bo]»e ; 
y^Mt one of them had a lance-pointed pieQie of irpn 
fitted, on to the end of his spear ; and the old man 
.^ada^ piece of wood, £^boutthe same length as their 
. ^[f^^s, uear one end of which there was a sharp 
,Hon book, made,^parently of a nail. They had 
> SQfmetax^haped knife each, ^n^kade of the tui^s 
pf the Wialrus, or sea-hor^e ; and pn es^ph cai>Qe 
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there was a large inflated bladder, which I suspect 
to be that of the same animal. These implements, 
a few seal-skins, and two or three spare jackets, 
were all the articles they had, and with all of 
them they very soon parted; for, after they had 
pretty well tired themselves jumping and bawling, 
they turned to, to barter, and in a very short time 
disposed of every thing they had, except their 
canoes, and before they went away, they bartered 
one of them also. As there was no intention to 
impose upon them, nothing was . offered them 
except such things as were deemed would be use^ 
fill to them, such as knives, scissars, needles, nails, 
gimblets, and pieces of wood ; and for the canoe 
they, or rather the man it belonged to, received 
four boarding pike-staves, and the heads of five or 
six of them, several pieces of wood, a handkerchief, 
a pair of mittens, and a piece of red cloth. One of 
our men made them a present of ahand-saw, and an- 
other gave one of them a red shirt; beads, looking- 
glasses, and a number of other things of little value 
were also given them, but, as I have already re- 
marked, not in exchange for what they had, but 
• merely as donations. They showed a great deal 
of intelligence and probity in their dealings ; for 
they evinced no great desire for beads, or any 
other baubles, and they never attempted to take 
any thing except what was given them. We re- 
marked, that every thing they received they im- 
mediately touched with their tongue, apparently 
to show that it was then legally their property. 
From what we saw of them, they appeared to be 
perfectly honest, a virtue which has seldom been 
found amongst uncivilized people. It may be said, 
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indeed, in thid instance, that they had no great oppor- 
tunity for pilfering, if they were so disposed ; but 
if such a disposition existed, it is probable that some 
symptoms of it would be detected ; but as there 
were none discovered, it is but a piece of justice 
due to them to consider them honest, whilst nothing 
to the contrary can be said against them. We un . 
derstood, from the people of the Lee, that when 
they fell in with them, they could hear nothing 
from them but the word ** Pillitey,'* which signi- 
fies, I believe, in the Esquimaux language, Give me 
something. Of this begging expression, however, 
they made very little use whilst on board of us, 
most probably owing to the commercial system 
that was adopted^ from which they soon learned 
that they had the means of procuring what they, 
wanted, without humbling themselves to beg for 
it. We endeavom-ed to learn a tew words of their 
language, or rather we tried to ascertain if it is 
the same as that spoken by the Esquimaux in other 
parts of these regions, and as far as our means of 
deciding this point wqnt, we have reason to sup- 
pose that it is. The method that was adopted to 
ascertain this, was by showing them specimens, 
and drawings, of the different animals that we had. 
reason to think they must be acquainted with.. 

Immediately the head of the rein^^deer was^shown 
them, they cdled it ** tooktook,'' and according to 
Mr. Chappell's account of the Esquimaux in Hud- 
son's Straits, they call the deer ** muck-tu." A 
drawing of a bear,, and others of some other ani- 
mals being shown them, they appeared, to know, 
very well what they were intended to represent j 
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but they talked so much, that it was impossible to 
»Bly For certain what their names for them were. 

With respect to the musk ox we are not sure 
that they are acquainted with him, and if they 
are, it is doubtful what their name for him is ; for 
although a good drawing, and, afterwards, a head 
of oiie of these animals were shown them, they 
said nothing that appeared to be expressive of his 
name, until some person pointing to the head, smd, 
umimack, which word they immediately repeiited, 
but pronounced it as if ^pelt oomingmack. It Vs 
doubtful, therefore, whether they understood that 
we were informing them, that umimack was our 
name for the animal, or that they were telling us 
that oomingmack was their naine for him. There 
is Ohe circumstance, however, which may be men- 
tioned^ that tends to strengthen the latter opinicm', 
which is, that the tribe of esquihiauiE we fell in* 
with near the top of Baffin's Bay two yeans agt^, 
told Saccheuse (our Esquimaux interpreter) liiat a» 
large ammal, which they called umimack^ frequented 
that country; They described it as having a* bor* 
on its back^ but this woilld be so extnlordinary a 
thing, that it is more rteisoniable to suppose that 
tJiey meant a hilhth^ although from tlie paucity of 
words in their languisige they might not have « 
tertia to expreiss it. But this is a sUbjebfe which 
our present kiiowledgis does not ehbbfe Ds to My 
much about^ wilii any degree' of cfertainly ; thou^ 
I think wie may take* it- for grkrite*, rfiat ill the 
Bsi^imaux: tribes that aire sesrttered along iSat 
shores of Grefetola*d, North Atneriba, artd its^ ad^ 
jaeeM islands, are the same race of people^ atidi «s 
far as our observations go their appearance, dress, 
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manners, mode of living, as well as their language, 
tend to confirm this point. With regard to their 
origin, most of the writers who have written about 
them suppose them to be of Samoeid or Tartar 
descent ; but on this point I havQ no pretensions to 
offer an opinion. . 

After our visitors had bartered every thing they 
had to dispose of, and we had obtained from them 
all the information that was possible to be learnt, 
they were assisted into their canoes again, and a 
boat was sent with them to land the man that sold 
his canoe. On leaving the ship they made no 
signs indicative of taking farewell, but they went 
away apparently very much pleased with the re- 
ception they met with, and the bargains they had 
made. On the way going ashore our boat tried 
for a little while to pull against them, but our peo- 
ple soon found that they were no match for them, 
especially the two young men, for the old man either 
could not, or did not, exert himself much on the 
occasion. During this trial an opportunity occurred 
for observing how quickly they noticed any thing 
that was said when they could make out the mean- 
ing of it ; for on hearing the officer who had charge 
of the boat tell the men to " pull away,'* they 
immediately comprehended, from the exertiona 
that were made, that this was an injunction to the 
men to increase their efforts, and by Vay of jo- 
cosely showing their own dexterity, they used to 
go on a^ead of our boat, and call out *^ Pull away, 
pull away.'* Immediately they landed, another of 
them sold his canoe to the officer that went in* the 
boat, for his dirk, a Flushing-jacket, a shawl that 
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he had about his neck, a kiiite, and some beads. 
It being dark at the time they landed, our people 
did not see their huts, but they judged afterwards 
that they were at no great distance from them ; for 
about a quarter of an hour after they left the 
shore, on their return, they heard great shouts, 
apparently of rejoicing ; and amongst them they 
could distinguish the voices of women and children, 
or at least voices that they considered to be such. 
Thursday^ ^th. — We stood in this morning to- 
wards the fiord, or inlet, where the Esquimaux 
landed last night, and when we got close in, a boat 
went ashore to see their habitations, which they 
found to consist of two huts made of seal-skins, 
and situated close to the beach. The inhabitants 
of these huts they found to be the four men who 
visited us last night, four women, and nine chil- 
(bren. One of the women was very old, and was: 
on that account supposed to be the wife of the old 
man already mentioned. Two of the others were 
judged to be about thirty years of age, and they 
were supjposed to be the mothers of all the young 
family : one of them was pregnant. The fourth 
damsel appeared to be too young to be yet living 
a conjugal life; and there was another circum- 
stance remarked with regard to her, th^t was 
considered as a mark that she had not yet ar- 
rived at the happiness of a matrimonial life. 
The circumstance alluded to is, that the other 
three were tattooed, whilst she was not, from which 
it was supposed, that this barbarous decoration was 
the distinguishing badge of a married woman. This 
honourable, and no doubt in their estimation, or- 
namental piece of artificial beauty, consisted of 



Digitized 



by Google 



TO THE ARCTIC REGIONS. 281 

two curved lines, extending from the outer comer, 
or angle of the eyes, down to the upper lip. The 
convex side of these lines pointed backwards, and 
their junction at their lower end formed an acute 
angle. The chin and lower tip were also tattooed, 
by straight tines, which diverged from the mouth 
downwards. Whether it was owing to her being 
free from these barbarous scars, or not, I do not 
pretend to say, but they who saw her, speak of 
the young girl, comparatively, as a great beauty ; 
whilst they describe the old dame as the picture of 
u^iness. With respect to their dress, the women 
seem to have been habited nearly in the same 
manner as the men, namely, in leather-jackets, 
boots, and breeches. Their huts were about the 
same shape and size, as the ruins of those that we 
met with on Melville Island ; but the square place 
at the end of them, which was supposed, at that 
time, to be the place where they kept their provi- 
sions, appears to be their fire-place. They did 
not find them so filthy inside, as the Esquimaux 
huts are generally described to be ; but it must be 
recollected that these were their summer-huts. 
They found that they lived in a state of great afflu- 
ence, at least as much so as people, living as they 
do, could be expected, for they had several stores 
of sea-horses' flesh, covered with stones, along the 
beach. And as another proof that they cannot be 
badly off for provisions, they had no less than fifty 
or sixty dogs, which alone would require no small 
quantity of food. Although it is probable that they 
derive the chief part of their sustenance from the 
sea, it is probable that they also occasionally ma- 
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nage to kill deer ; for they showed one <^ the gen- 
tlemen that went on shore the skin of one, and 
made signs to him that the animal had been killed 
by an arrow, pointing to the hole that the arrow 
had made. The only bow found amongst them^ 
however, was a small one made of whaleWie, that 
appeared to be intended as a play-thing to one Gi 
their children ; but the advantages of such an instru- 
ment, and the very ordinary ingenuity and meaBs 
required to make it, render it probable that they are 
acquainted with the use of the bow and arrow. It 
may be mentioned, indeed, as a proof of this, that 
the arrow belonging to the small boV just spoken of 
was feathered, a circumstance which can hardly 
be supposed to have beai accidentally done to 
adorn a toy. With respect to their fishing imple* 
ments, ncme were seen that differed much from 
those that they brought onboard last night Some 
articles were found amongst them, however, which 
evidently show that they had intercourse, either 
directly, or through the means of others, with Euro- 
peans, for they had apiece of a file set into a bone 
handle, in such a way as to resemble an adw in 
minnture; they had also some beads^ differ- 
ent from any that we had given them when they 
were on board. This place appears, however, to be 
at present their permanent residence i for one of 
the officers who went up a little way into the bay, or 
inlet where they lived, in order to sounds fotmi 
their winter-huts there. And certainly,, as &r as 
appearances go, they could not get a more eligible 
situation for their abode in this country ^ for the 
inlet is full of small islands, which, I should ima- 
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gine, to be places likely to be very much resorted to 
by walruses, and in the breeding season, by the 
different birds which frequent these regions. How 
far this inlet goes inland, it is impossible for us 
to say, as we could see nothing like ai termina« 
tion to it : if we were to judge of its extent by the 
depth of the water in it, we might suppose it to be 
very considerable ; for we found one hundred and 
eighty fathoms water within the entrance of it, and 
not above Br mile from the shore. It appeared to 
be fhnn four to five miles in breadth, as far in as we 
went. But to return* again to the natives of this 
inlet, I have only further to say of them, that from 
what I can learn, liiey ail displayed the same spirit of 
cheerfulness, contentment, and good humour, thaib 
they evinced in so eminent a degree on board i and 
if they had reason at that time to be well pleased 
With the bargains they had made, I understand 
that they had equally as good a cause to be satis- 
fied with their tn^c to-day ; for they got a hat- 
chet, five brass-kettles, several knives, nails, pieces 
of wood, beads, and various other things^ in ex- 
change for another of their canoes, a sledge, (made 
of bones^) fourteen dogs, (most of them puppies,) 
two stone troughs, made of lapis aUariSf or pob» 
stone, and one or two spears. The stone troughs are 
exceedin^y well made, considering their means^ the 
one was nearly a foot k>ng, and about half that in 
bfeadth and depth; the other was considerably 
laiger ; the former served them to cook their vic- 
tuals in, and the latter ta hold the oil or grease 
that they burnt, to cook them with. The head of 
Ofie of the spears, which was also made of stone. 
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f clay-slate,) was remarkably well executed; in Ifact^ 
when we consider that the only instrument they 
were seen to possess, that could be of any use in 
making the different articles they had, was the 
piece of file above mentioned, it is surprising how 
well they finished every thing. Judging, therefore, 
from these circumstances, we have reason to hope, 
that with the means we afforded them, they will 
benefit very considerably for many years to come. 
Among the occurrences of this day, I omitted to 
mention, that the sun was beautifully eclipsed from 
eight to nine o'clock this morning. 

Saturday^ 9th. — Nothing of any importance 
occiured during these two days past ; our course 
has been, along the land, to the southward; but as 
we have had but light winds for most part of the 
time, we have made no great progress. We were 
at noon to-day about the latitude of 69^^ N. The 
character of the land at this place differs very 
materially from that to the northward, for it is, 
comparatively speaking, low, and even-surfaced. 
Along the coast, indeed, for about a degree to the 
northward from this, the land is low near the sea ; 
but inland it is backed by a range of high hills ; 
here, however, no high land is visible even in the 
interior, aa>far as we can see. 

Sunday, \Oth. — We had a strong breeze of wind 
to-day from the north-west, by compass, so that 
we had, or rather might have had, a good run to 
the southward, but most part of the forenoon was 
occupied in examining a large bay that we crossed. 
At the bottom of it there are six or seven high, 
round-topped islands, one of which is remarkable 
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froM its bd^g of m 

were abrent of dieie bbads^ it blew verv Irerii 

indeed off tlie had, from which 1 un indioed to 

think that another inlet mm in here, tinwihr to 

that where we Ibond the EaqaiaMiuc the other 

day. 

TWadkgr, l£dL — We hare made rtry little 
pi o gre a a during these two dajs, owing to there 
being verj little wind, we have abo been inpeded 
a good dnl by the yoong ice which fbnns during 
the night. Tlie land here is of the same high and 
rocky character as that to the northward. We 
passed a rock yesterday which was rery remark- 
able, for the front of it that &ced the sea was at 
least four hundred feet high, and quite perpendi- 
cular, and in the front of it there were several 
white streaks running up and down, which looked 
at the distance we were from it, columns of tlie 
rock. Along this part of the coast there are 
several small islands, particularly at the entrance 
of the inlets, cm- harbours, which abound here in 
such numbers. 

Wednesdajf^ \Stiu — The Aurora Borealis was 
seen last night, streaming very beautifully from 
west to south-east; in the latter direction iu 
motions were very rapid, and its colours were also 
very brilliant : the prevailing colour was a light yel- 
low; but the outer edge of those coruscations that 
streamed towards the zenith appeared at diflerent 
times of a light purple hue. We came this morn- 
ing to a barrier of ice, extending fixNn the land to 
the northward and eastward as far as we could set. 
Our only alternative was, therefore, to return 
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the nordiwardy and Mdeavour to get across tbp 
oorth end of it. Our progress in this retrograde 
movement, to-day, was very slow, chiefly for want 
of wind, and being also very much impeded by the 
young ice. A number of whales have been seen to- 
day, and for several days past. 

Saturday^ \&th. — The weather has been so 
thick during these two days past, that we have 
been obliged to make fast to a floe, in order to 
wait for its clearing up to see which way to. go; 
for we are so surrounded with ice, that by attempt- 
ing to run at present, we might only hamper 
ourselves by running into the middle dT a pack. 
We sounded to-day in eight hundred and ten 
fathoms, soft mud : the temperature of the water 
at this depth was ascertained by the s^lf-register- 
ing thermometer to be 27% that of the surface,^,at 
the same time, being 30^-^. By way of experiment, 
four pieces of wood were fastened to the sounding 
line on this occasion, which when they came up, 
were, as might naturally be expected, very much 
saturated with moisture, from the great pressure of 
the water at such a depth. The pieces of wood 
were, one of oak, another i)f elm, the.thii:d of ash, 
and . the.&urth of fir ; and they were;» as might also 
be presupposedi saturated, in propojiian to their 
.density; .that is, vtbeweiight/of the piece of oak was 
least, ^id that of the piece ^of fir most increased, 
by the^quantity of <wiiter foroedinto them. 

jStt/w/^y, 17'A« — The weajtber having deareid if p 
a Iktle Jbhiamomiog, we prepared to east q&\ the 
anly inreparation, indeed^ neoesaary on, the occasiM, 
was to endeavour to ^et en board one of ithe 
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Esqmmaux dogs, that hadlieen on the ice for these 
three days- past; but, notwithstanding most of the 
ship's company were sent after him, he was so 
wild that it was impossible to get hold of him ; 
rather, therefore, than leave him to starve, he was 
shot. 

Monday^ iSth. — The weather still continues 
foggy, and we meet with a considerable quantity 
of floe ice, some of which is heavier than any that 
I remember having seen in Davis's Straits before. 
In order to avoid danger, we therefore make fast 
during the night. We sounded to day in eight 
hundred and ninety seven fathoms ; no bottom. 

Friday^ 22rf. — Nothing of any importance has 
occurred during these four days past : the weather 
has been generally foggy; and our progress to the 
southward has been very much impeded by the 
ice, which, as I have already remarked, is heavier 
than we have been accustomed to meet with 
in these seas ; for several of the floes that we have 
passed lately were from two to three feet above 
the surface of the water, which, from the different 
experiments that we have made on the ^ecific 
gravity of ice, would make the thickness of these 
floes, from fifteen to twenty feet. We had an 
eclipse of the moon this morning ; but from the 
impossibility of observing the immersion or emer- 
sion, with any degree of correctness on board of 
ship, nothing was deduced from it in the way of 
determining our longitude. We spoke the ship 
EUison of Hull, during the night, with fifteen fish 
on boards 

Saturday, dOth. — This week past has been as 
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barren of incidents worthy of notice as any period 
of equal length, for some time past. We crossed the 
Arctic circle on the 24th inst. ; and for most part 
of the time since that, we have had generally coarse 
weather ; we have now, however, got clear of the 
ice, and we have kept at such a distance from Cape 
Farewell, that there is nothing to apprehend what- 
ever way the wind may blow. Our latitude, to-day, 
at noon, was .58^ 44' 5V\ and longitude by chron. 
53^ 12' W. 

Monday i October 2d. — We have bad a gale of 
wind during these two days past, which moderated 
considerably in the course of this afternoon. Ay^e 
lost sight of the Griper about six o'clock this 
morning : she appeared at the time that we last 
saw her to be lying to. We ran, however, until 
nine o'clock, at which time the wind began to abate 
a little, we, therefore, brought to, and waited for 
her until two in the afternoon ; but as she had not 
made her appearance, although the weather . had 
by that time cleared up, there was reason to sup- 
pose that she had taken a different course from 
that which we came, and had probably passed us 
before the weather cleared up ; we, therefore, 
made sail, keeping rather to the northward of our 
course, in hopes of falling in with her. 

Tuesday f 3d. — :A vigilant look-out has been 
kept all day for the Griper, but nothing has as yet 
been seen of her; so that we now begin to suspect 
that we shall not see her again until we meet at 
Shetland, which, I understand, is the appointed 
place of rendezvous in case of separation. 

The Aurora Borealis appeared yery beautifully 
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fiiom nine till eleven o'clock this < 
an arch extending from east to 
zenith ; almost the whole of the south i 
hemisphere was indeed illumined by it, 
was not seen to the northward except in 
zenitli. It presented at different times a 1 
display of some of tlie prismatic cdotirs^ 
larly ^e red, orange, yellow, and g^eea ; lake 
also a predominant colour in some parts 
sionally. With respect to the diflferent finms thai 
it assumed, and its various movements, I considef 
it impossible to give a correct idea of them by 
words. It appeared sometimes in immense sheets 
of light, moving rapidly along the surface ci the 
sky, and at other times it darted in straight 
columns from different parts of the sky towards the 
zenith. The most remarkable appearance, how- 
ever, that it presented, was a sort of serpentine 
motion that it had at one time from west to eaist, 
across the zenith. The electrometer was tried, but 
it was not afiected, nor did we hear any noise 
such as has been said to be produced by this phe- 
nomenon. Whether the Aurora BoreaUs dims the 
light of the stars or not, I can hardly pretend to say, 
but I can affirm this much, that I could see very 
plainly, in the thickest part of it, the four small 
stars forming the diamond-shaped figure in the 
constellation of the Dolphin, from which I imagine 
that a great part of the dimness that appears to be 
occasioned, is owing to the stars and Aurora Bo- 
reaUs being nearly of the same colour. 

Wednesday J 11th. — We picked up this after- 
noon a piece of pine three feet eleven inches in 

u 
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lengthy and seven inches in diameter; it appeared to 
have been a considerable time in the water ; there 
was no axe*-mark,or that of any other tool, to be seen 
upon it, so that it is probable that it had been 
drifted to this place from the coast of America. 
Our latitude at noon was Ol"" 8' N., and longitude, 
when sights were taken for chronometer in the 
forenoon, 34"* 44' W. Several land-birds, namely, 
hawks, and wheat-ears, have been seen about the 
ship at different times for some days past. 

Monday f l6th. — A heavy gale of wind com- 
menced very suddenly at nine o'clock in the fore- 
noon of Saturday last, and continued to blow very 
violently from that time until noon to-day, and 
heavy squalls occurred indeed occasionally until 
three o'clock in the afternoon. During the first 
night of the gale our stem-boat was carried away 
by a sea, which struck her. That, however, was 
a loss that hardly deserves to be mentioned, when 
compared with what we sustained to-day, for at 
half-past one o'clock this aft;emoon, we carried 
away our bowsprit, fore-mast, (about two feet above 
the deck,) and main-top-mast, a little above the 
cap. Our best bower-anchor was also obliged to 
be cut away, in consequence of some of the wreck 
getting entangled with it. Notwithstanding the 
bustle and confusion that were unavoidably occa- 
sioned by this accident, and the boisterous state 
of the weather, the ship was cleared of the wreck, 
and the remaining masts secured without any per- 
son being hurt. 

Wednesday J 18th. — All hands have been busily 
employed during these two days fitting the rigging. 
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and fMcparii^ to get jaiy-masts up : a jury fwe* 
mast was got up indeed to-day, and the inain-top« 
mast is ready for going up te-raorrow morning. 
We saw a strange sail a few miles astern of us in 
the aftemooD, but the weather being thick at the 
time, we could not make out what she was, and, as 
the wind was light at the time, she did not come 
up with us in the coune of the evening. 

Thur9dgg^ 19<** — Nothing more has been seen 
of the vessel jiKt mentioiied, whether she steered 
a d ifere ii t course durii^ the night in order to avoid 
fid&ng in with us fiom seeing the state we were in^ 
I cannot pret^id to say : but, be that as it may, 
we are now in a state that does not require her as- 
»stance even if die was to appear, for we have got 
a juiy-bowsprit rigged, and tc^masts up to-day. 
The wind and weather is stilU however, rather un- 
favourable for us, for the sea has not yet gone 
down, and the wind is fi«n the soutiiwju'd and 
east^ard< 

Friday^ TjOu — Nothing occurred for this week 
past worthy of any notice ; the wind has been for 
most part of the time rather against us, and we 
have had ever sinee the last gale of wind a heavy 
swell. We saw three vessels yesterday, one of 
which showed Prussian colours. Soon after day- 
light this morning land was descried, which we 
knew from our latitude to be Fula or Foul Island, 
one* of the Shetland Islands. Our longitude by 
the chronometers agreed with that in which this 
island is laid down within three or four miles,, 
which shows the great utility of these machines, if 
such a proof was wanting; but their use in navi*' 

u 2 
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gation is too well known to require any comment 
of mine. 

Saturdmf^ 28<ft. — We have been running to the 
southward to-day between Fair Island and Ro- 
naldsha, both of which were in sight for most part 
of the day. 

Sunday^ 9Qih. — When the weather cleared up 
at noon to-day, we saw Mormond Hill in Banff- 
shire, bearing W. S. W. by compass, and distant 
five or six leagues. I must here conclude my nar- 
rative, as an order has been issued to-day, re- 
questing all logs and joiumals, &c. that have been 
kept by any person during the voyage to be sealed 
iip, and sent to Mr. Parry, in order to be trans- 
mitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty. 

In concluding this journal, I may remark that 
^although we have not actually discovered the 
north-west passage, yet we have so far proved 
its existence, that 1 presume no person can hence- 
forth be so sceptical as to doubt it y and I am even 
in hopes, indeed, to see the day, when its actual 
existence will be proved beyond a doubt. 
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No.1 — A List of tie Ofjusen omd Sk^' Comfanietqfthe 
HECLA. 



Names. 


Rank or Quality. 


No. 


William Edward Vmj^ 


Lieut, and Command. 


Frederick William Beediey, 


lieutenant, - 




John Edwards, 


Surgeon, 




William H. Hooper, 


Puner, 




Edward Sabine, 


Ci9»tainR.A., 




Alexander fisher. 


Assistant Surgeon, 




Joseph Nias, 


^^^thipman. 




William J. Dealy, 


Ditto, 




Charles Palmer, ... 


Ditto^ 




James C. Ross, 


Ditto, 




John Bushnan, • - - 


Ditto, 




James Halse, 


Cletk, 


J • 


John Allison, ... 


Master Pilot, 




George Crawford, 


Mate, 




James Scallon, ... 


Gunner, 




Jacob Swansea, 


Boatswain, - 




WilHam WaUis, 


Carpenter, 




Seamen, 


Petty Officers, & A. B. 


ss 


Marines (includinfr a seijeant)y 


Serjeant & Privates, 


6 


A Serjeant and private of artillery. 


Artillery-<nen, 


S 




Total 


58 


GRIPER. 


Mattfaisw liddon, 


Deut. and Command. 




H. P. Hoppner, 
Charles J. Beverley, 


Lieutenant, 




Assistant Surgeon, 




Andrew Reid, 


Midshipman, 




A. M, Skene, 


Ditto, 




William A. Griffiths, 


Ditto, 




Cyrus Wakeham, - . - 


Clerk, - . 




George Fyfe, 


Master Pilot, 




Alexander Elder, - - - 


Mate, 




Seamen, - ... 


Petty Officers, &A.B. 


« 


Marines, - - - 


Corporal & Privates, 


S 




Total 


86 
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No. II. — A List of Nautical, Astronomical, Meteorological^ 
and other Instruments supplied to the Expedition* The Num' 
bers in the right-hand column refer to the portion of the 
different Articles supplied to the Griper y and consequently/ those 
in the middle column to the number kept on board the Heda. 



Instruments supplied to the Expedition. 


Hecla. 


Griper. 


Astronomical clocks and stands ... 2 

Altitude instruments 4 

Artificial horizons 6 


2 
2 
3 
4 
2 
2 
2 

1 box 
lease 

10 

1 7-inch 
1 

2 


2 
3 
4 
2 
2 
2 

1 box 
lease 

1 
1 

2 

10 

1 

Ismail 
2 

1 


Azimuth compasses 8 


Anglometers .••••.•»•■•«•••«••••••.••.•••*•.• 4* 

Barometers (marine) 4 

Ditto (mountain) 4 

Beam compasses 2 

j^rass scales .....••....••.#•••...••..•••.•... ^ 

Chronometers 

Comnasses /steeriner) ......< 4 


Circular protractors 2 

Cvanameters 2 


(.hAFtStt boxes Oi •■«*•«««•«■•••••««*•■•«•««• £ 


Drawing instruments, cases 2 

Dip sectors 2 

DioDinfir needle 1 


Dip*steerii^ needle**.*.. •••••••••••«•..»•• 1 

Electrometers ••... ••*...•••.••*.••• 2 

Electric chains ...•••.•.•••....•••.. 2 


\jrUBver scaies.at*****«***««***««****«**«*«««*« ^ 

Hydrometers 2 

Hygrometers •*•.••• ..* •.» 2 

Ifydrophorus 1 

Instrument for mugnetic force 1 

Miorometer*.....**.** .•.•••••* 1 

Parallel rulers •*.*••••••** 4 

Portable observatorv 1 


Reneatinff circle ..••. 1 


Thermometers « 20 

Ditto (register) 1 

Theodolites, (one small and the 

other 7-inch) 2 

Tfttnsit instrument 1 

Telescooes (2 feet) 6 


Variation transit 1 




Water bottles 3 
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t '/ 

33 30 48W. 

34 13 39 

34 54 IS 

35 22 

36 16 15 

37 34 30 

36 50 55 

37 34 25 
37 35 31 
37 42 31 
40 58 
40 6 53 

40 41 49 

41 41 21 

42 50 

46 48 8 

48 22 5 

47 28 48 
47 50 4 

49 45 42 
53 20 54 
57 44 39 

60 86 19 

61 37 51 

61 8 32 

62 17 


a 

00 

i 

3 

i 
1 

1 


1 

1 
I. 


1 


/ " 

34 30 52 W. 

34 33 53 

35 43 

36 34 

37 13 45 

36 59 15 

37 23 47 
37 45 43 

39 48 20 

40 16 4 

41 30 4 

42 43 42 

47 29 11 

48 9 24 

47 47 36 

49 45 51 
53 48 11 
57 52 31 
61 17 4 
61 18 24 

61 26 10 
61 39 S3 

61 46 58 

62 17 


3 


1 
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58 6 53 N. 
57 38 
55 57 51 
55 33 

38 22 21 

55 51 13 

56 26 57 
55 54 35 

55 57 20 

56 29 50 

57 23 9 

57 36 43 

58 12 43 

58 29 56 

59 8 21 

59 48 26 

60 17 18 

61 16 

62 43 9 

63 34 24 
60 
63 59 29 
63 46 50 
63 39 4 

63 25 
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89 18 40 W. 

90 1 

89 57 

90 4 

88 30 30 
88 14 3 

87 30 

88 7 

91 41 30 
97 56 

103 54 42 

104 5 42 
104 17 15 
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i tf 

77 40 OW. 

78 1 
80 4 30 
86 30 30 
89 31 40 
89 27 

89 48 12 

90 3 9 
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89 22 23 

89 1 20 

88 9 2 

90 19 
94 43 15 

98 30 30 

99 1 15 
101 31 1 
103 44 37 
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72 47 31 
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74 29 15 
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74 48 47 
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75 3 12 
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No. v.— A DIAGRAM, 



.Shewing the deviation of the compasses on board His Majesty's ship 
Hecla, at Northfleet, May 6th, 1819, The magnetic dip, or vertical inclf- 
patiofiof the magnetic needle, being 74?* 35'. The manner in which the 
.experiment was performed, is thus: — the true magnetic bearings of some 
distant object on shore was obtained, which, in this instance, was the steeple 
of a church, bearing E. 6° SCy N. The inner circle shews the bearings of the 
steeple, with the ship's head on each of the rhumb-lines, except west, 




W. by S.'w^ ^. S; W. ; and the middle circle contains the amount of the 
.deviation oittiidse points, which is equal to the difference between the true 
magnetic beVipg^.of ^^ steeple ; and its becu-ings with the ship's head on 
the different^ i^hiimb-lines marked in the outer circle. 
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No. VI. — Copy of the Paper contained in the Bottle thrown 
overboard. May 22d, 1819* 

<< His Majesty's Ship Hecla, at two o'clock P.M., on the' 
md of May, 1819, latitude 59^ 4/ N., longitude 6"" 55' W., light 
breezes and fine weather, wind East, Griper in company. Alt 
well. Temperature of the air, 51^°. Sea water, 48f .'* 

(Signed) W. E. PARRY, Lieutenant and Commander • 

flf^ << Whoever finds this paper, is requested to forward it to. 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, London, with a note of 
the time and place at which it was found.'' 

^^ ** Qtticonque trouvera ce papier, est pri^ d'y marquer.le . 
tenis et lieu ou il Taura trouv^, et de le faire parvenit 
au plut6t au Secretaire de I'Amiraut^ Britannique k 
Ix^ndres." 

g^^* Quienquiera halloa este p^pel, esti pedido de enviarlo 
al Secretario del Aliiiirantazgo, a Londr^, con una 
nota del tiempo y del lugar en los quales se fajill6.el' 
dicho papel." .- ^*- 1*^. 

^^ «< Enhver som finder dette papur, anmodes at insendfe sanime 
uofortovet til Regjeringen i Tuobenhavn eller i Stock- 
hohn, eller til Secretairen af det Brittiske Admiralitet 
i London, med benuerkning aagaaende tiden naar, og 
stedet hvor papiret er fundet." 

^^ ** Een ieder die dit pi^ier mogt vinden, wordt hiermede 
verzogt, om het zelve, ten spoedigste, te willen* zenden, 
aan den Heer Minister van de Marine der NWterlanden 
in 'S Gravenhage, of evel aan den Secretari d6r Britsche 
Admiralkeit, te London, en da by te yoegen^eejsie nota,. 
inhoudende de tyd en de plaats alwaar dit* j^apier ia 
gevonden geworden." » 



digitized byCjOOQlC 



AFPBirDDr. 910 

•9- '« So.yL — comtimmetL 











Digitized 



by Google 



316 



APPENDIX. 



No. VII.— 
Majesty' 
of June, 



of a TIDE-TABLE kept on board His 
ip Hecla, from the 4th of May to the 2l8t 
1820, in Winter Harbour, Melville Island. 









Rise of the 


FaUoftfae 


Thne. 




Tide from last 


Tide from last 




• 




low Water. 


high Water. 


D»y of the Month. 


Hour and 
Minute. 


A. M. or 
P.M. 


Feet and 
Inches. 


Feet and 
Inches. 




h. m. 




ft. in. 


ft. in. 


May 4th, 1820. 


5 45 
Mid. 


P.M. 




1 5 


May 5th 


6 


A.M. 


2 3i 






SO 


P.M. 




2 2 




6 45 


P.M. 


1 H 




May 6th 


45 


A. M. 




1 1 




7 20 


A.M. 


2 1 






2 


P.M. 




1 U 




8 


P.M. 


m 




May 7th 


2 30 


A.M. 




Hi 




9 


A.M. 


1 llj 






4 


P.M. 




2 IJ 




11 


P.M. 


1 5 




MayStii 


4 


A.M. 




1 5i 




10 45 


A.M. 


2 5 






5 45 


P.M. 




2 7i 




11 15 


P.M. 


2 IJ 




May 9th 


5 SO 
Noon 


A.M. 


2 9 


1 Hi 




5 45 


P.M. 




3 ^ 


May 10th 


12 


A. M. 


2 m 






6 20 


A.M. 




2 10 




12 20 


P.M. 


3 2 






6 15 


A.M. 




S 9 


May 11th 


1 


A.M. 


3 8 






7 15 


A* M. 




3 4 




1 


P.M. 


3 6i 






7 


P.M. 




3 8i 


May 12th 


1 15 


A. M. 


3 8i 






7 30 


A. M. 




3 €i 




1 30 


P.M. 


8 7 






8 


P.M. 




3 10 


May ISth 


1 45 


A.M. 


4 1 






8 


A.M. 




4 2 




2 10 


P.M. 


3 9i 






8 15 


P.M. 




3 7J 


May 14th 


2 15 


A.M. 


3 9J 






8 45 


A.M. 




3 8i 




3 


P.M. 


3 3 






9 


P.M. 




3 3 


May 15th 


3 20 


A.M. 


3 10 






9 30 


A.M. 




3 8 




3 30 


P.M. 


S 






9 30 


P.M. 




3 1 



Digitized 



by Google 



appendix: 



317 



TIDE TABLE — continued. 









Rise of the 


Fall of the 


Time. 




Tide from last 


Tide from last 








low Water. 


high Water. 


Day of the Month. 


Hour and 
Minute. 


A. M. or 

P.M. 


Feet and 
Inches. 


• Feet and 
Inches. • 




h. m. 




ft. in.' 


ft. in. 


May 16th, 1820. 


3 SO 


A,M. 


3 8 






10 


A.M. 




3 1 




4 


P.M. 


2 3 






10 25 


P.M. 




2 6J 


May 17th 


4 


A.M. 


2 9i 






10 50 


A.M. 




2 7 




4 45 


P.M. 


2 






11 


P.M. 




2 


May 18th 


5 15 


A.M. 


2 6 






11 .SO 


A.M. 




2 2§ 




5 45 


P.M. 


1 3§ 






Mid. 






1 3 


May 19th 


6 


A.M. 


2 






12 15 


P.M. 




1 lOj 




6 30 


P.M. 


1 2 




May 20th 


SO 


A.M. 




1 oi 




7 


A.M. 


, 1 n 






1 


P.M. 




1 H 




8 15 


P.M. 


1 




May 21 St 


2 


A.M. 




10 




8 30 


A.M. 


1 9 






2 25 


P.M. 




1 8 




9 


P.M. 


1 1 




May 22d 


3 15 


A.M. 




1 




9 80 


A. M. 


1 6 






4 10 


P.M. 




1 11 




10 30 


P.M. 


1 6 




May2Sd 


4 45 


A.M. 




1 ^ 




11 


A.M. 


1 6 






5 


P.M. 




2 2J 




11 45 


P.M. 


2 IJ 




May 24th 


6 
■ Noon 


A.M. 


2 


1 sy 




6 SO 


P.M. 




1 nj 


May 25th 


: 15 


A.M. 


2 3i 




6 45 


A. M. 




2 8 




12 20 


P.M. 


2 3J 






6 SO 


P.M. 




2 14 


May 26th 


40 


A.M. 


2 Si 




7 15 


A.M. 




2 7J' 


* 


1 


P.M. 


2 7* 






6 SO 


P.M. 




3 1^ 


May 27th 


1 25 


A.M. 


2 5i 






7 30 


A. M. 




3 1 




1 45 


P.M. 


2 11 






7 30 


P.M. 




3 2J 
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TID£ TABLB*. 









Rise (^ the 


FaUofthe 


TillM. 




IMefiwiilait 


TUefirom Imi 








low Water. 


high Water. 


Dvr of tfM Month. 


Hour and 
Minute. 


A. M. or 
P.M. 


Feet and 
Inches. 


Feet and 
Inches. 




b. ' m. 




ft. in. 


a in. 


MaySSth 


S 


A.M. 


9 7 






8 


A.M. 




9 




9 10 


P.M. 


9 




. 


8 95 


P.M. 






Maj29tb 


9 90 


A.M. 


9 10 






9 


A* JMl. 




9 7 




9 


P.M. 


9 9 






9 


P.M. 




9 6 


May90di 


9 


A.M. 


9 






9 15 


A.M. 




9 1 




9 


P.M. 


9 7J 






9 SO 


P.M. 




9 li 


May Sltl 


9 50 


A.M. 


9 7i 






10 15 


A.M. 




9 9i 




9 SO 


P.M. 


9 7 






10 


P.M. 




9 7 


June 1st 


4 15 


A.M. 


d 4 






4 45 


A.M. 




9 4 




4 90 


P.M. 


9 ^ 






11 


P.M. 




9 9 


June 2d 


5 10 


A.M. 


9 






11 90 


A.M. 




2 lOj 




6 


P.M. 


1 8 






Mid. 






1 10| 


JoneSd 


6 


A.M. 


9 9 






45 


P.M. 




2 64 




7 


P.M. 


1 9 




June 4th 


1 15 


A.M. 




1 74 




7 90 


A.M. 


9 9 






9 


P.M. 




9 24 




8 


P.M. 


1 e 




June 5th 


9 90 


A.M. 




1 8 




8 SO 


A.M. 


9 7 






9 5 


P.M. 




2 54 




9 15 


P.M. 


1 lOj 




June 6th 


S 45 


A.M. 




1 8 




9 40 


A.M. 


9 5 






4 90 


P.M. 




2 10 




10 SO 


P.M. 


2 4 




June 7th 


4 40 


A.M. 




2 14 




10 SO 


A.M. 


9 6} 






5 


P.M. 




2 64 




11 


P.M. 


9 6i 




June 8th 


5 90 
Noon 


A.M. 


2 10 


2 9 




6 10 


P.M. 




2 10 
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Rise of the 


Faaoftf^ 


Time. 






TidefnmihHt 


TideliaBlart 










low Water. 


high Water. 


Day of the Month. 


Hour and 
Minute. 


A. M. or 
P.M. 


Feet and 
Inches. 


Feet and 
Incfaea. 




h. 


m. 




ft. in. 


ft. in. 


June 9th 





SO 


A.M. 


2 10( 






6 


40 


A.M. 




2 11| 







45 


P.M. 


3 Of 






6 


50 


P.M. 




3 H 


June 10th 





55 


A.M. 


3 4 






7 


lO 


A.M. 




3 3 


\ _ 


1 


15 


P.M. 


2 11 






7 


15 


P.M. 




3 1| 


June 1 1th 


1 


40 


A.M. 


3 6i 






8 





A.M. 




3 7 




1 


50 


P.M. 


2 11 






8 





P.M. 




3 1 


June 12th 


2 


45 


A.M. 


3 6 






8 


35 


A.M. 




3 5 




2 


50 


P.M. 


3 






9 





P.M. 




3 4 


June ISth 


3 


30 


A.M. 


3 8i 






9 


40 


A.M. 




3 6i 




3 


15 


P.M. 


2 11 






9 


25 


P.M. 




2 m 


June 14th 


3 


40 


A.M. 


3 7 






10 





A.M. 




3 li 




4 





P.M. 


3 






9 


45 


P.M. 




3 2 


June 15th 


4 


30 


A.M. 


3 5 






10 


30 


A.M. 




3 1 




4 


35 


P.M. 


2 3 






10 


40 


P.M. 




2 10 


June 16th 


4 


50 


A.M. 


3 3 






11 





A.M. 




2 10 




4 


30 


P.M. 


2 






11 





P.M. 




2 1 


June 17th 


6 


15 


A.M. 


2 10 






1 





P.M. 




2 7 




7 


15 


P.M. 


2 Oi 






Mid. 






2 4 


June I8th 


6 





A.M. 


2 ej 









45 


P.M. 




2 4 




7 





P.M. 


1 6 


- 


JuneI9th 


1 





A.M. 




1 5 




7 


30 


A.M. 


1 10 






1 


45 


P.M. 




2 0| 




8 





P.M. 


1 8J 




June 20th 


2 





A.M. 




1 8 




8 





A.M. 


2 






3 





P.M. 




1 4 
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TIDE TABLE— conftnu€i/. 



Time. 


Rise of the 

Tide from last 

low Water. 


Fall of the 

Tide firom last 

high Water. 


Day of the Month. 


Hour and 
Minute. 


A. M. or 
P.M. 


Feet and 

Inches. 


Feet and 
Inches. 


June 20th 
June 21st 


h. m* 
10 

4 
10 

4 

9 SO 


P.M. 
A.M. 
A.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 


ft. in. 
2 

1 7 

1 8 


ft. in. 
1 11 
1 9 



THE END. 



Printed by A. and R. Spottiswoode^ 
Printers- Street, London* 
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